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Latvian party splits 
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Islamic banks set demands 

AMMAN (Mrai — Twtt Mamir jfflpfcf In Jmf rtnn Cnfimlny that 

the Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) reexamine Its with Islamic 

banks and fawrid institutions «U> a view to safegnanUng the rights of 
depositors and clients who do not receive an? interest an their funds. The 
banks demanded that the CBJ reconsider cairem regulations which 
require aB banks ind a dlng Irfamlc banks to deposit part of their capital as 
a compulsory reserve with the CBJ. The demand was m w fr by Dr. Sami 
Hamnmli director of (he National Islamic Bank, and Moon Shihadeh, 
general manager of the Istemfc Bank in Jordan. Speaking la a television 
interview, both bankers said that their demand was legitimate since neither 
bank borrows an? CBJ ftmds because the? do not recognise the 
mterest-on-loans system as adopted by other commercial banks in Jordan. 
The two bankers said that tt was not fair to see their clients’ funds frozen 
along with the reserves of ether banks for nothing while other banks receive 
Interest on theirs. 
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Expatriates’ 
department 
abolished 

AMMAN (J.T.) — .The govera- 
rnent has taken a decision cancell* 
- mg the expatriates department of 
the Mmstry of Labour as of May , 
informed sources told the Jordan 
Tunes. . The Ministry of Interior 
wffl take charge of the duties of 
the department, in attending to 
expatriates affairs as used to be 
before the creation of the Minis- 
try of Labour’s department, the 
sources said. The sources added 
that tiie government is currently 
studying other alternatives for 
expatriates' conferences, of 
which five were convened so far. 
This means that the next expatri- 
ates conference will not be con- 
vened in July as it was scheduled 
until, (he alternative course is 
formulated, the sources pre- 
dicted. 

PLO factions 
discuss 

reshaping PNC 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Representa- 
tives of Palestinian factions under 
the umbrella of the Palestioe 
liberation Organisation Saturday 
held a preparatory meeting here 
to establish a new basis for 
reshaping the Palestine National 
Couna] — the Palestinian parlia- 
ment. in exile. 

' The meeting, chaired by PNC 
Speaker Sheikh Abdul Hamid 
Sayeh^dfccossed several propos- 
als for reaping the PNC for the 
next session. The participants are 
expected to resume discussions 
SwMfc$jga : severa] proposals and 
' reomnneadations that would be 
lata id&ttsd to the PLO Execu- 
tive Cmpanttee and the respec- 
tive leadership of Palestinian fac~ 
tioo£ r ®isj to PNC secretariat Tor 
the^endoisement. The PNC has 
452 members in addition to 186 
members inside the occupied ter- 
ritories. The meeting was 
attended by PLO Central Com- 
mittee member Hant Hassan 
(Fateh), Saji Salameb (the 
Democratic Front), Mohammad 
Muslama (the Popular Front), 
Bwfec 1 Abu Ai Jabeen (Arab 
Liberation Front), Abdul Rah- 
man Awadallah (the Conunanist 
Party), Subhi Gbosheb (the 
Popular Struggle Front), repre- 
sentatives of Hamas, the Pales- 
tine Liberation Front and several 
independents. 

Hawatmeh urges 
Hamas to join 
underground 
leadership 

.NICOSIA (R) — The leader of a 
Palestinian group Saturday uiged 
Muslim fundamentalists to join 
die underground leadership that 
tt spearheading the uprising 
against Israel. The Islamic Resist- 
tope Movement (Hamas) has 
^ to several occasions called for 
''.$rikes and other protest actions 
tiitt'tiasbed with those organised 
hyjbe 28-month -old uprising’s 
Reified leadership. “Let all 
Ifoeps struggling against occupa- 
•.*$», including Hamas, unite 
;<tu&r foe unified national lead- 
Nayef Hawatmeh. chief 
~~BT fbe Democratic Front for the 
of Palestine (DFLP) 
Kin a statement sent to Reu- 
. Hamas is opposed to conces- 
i. made by the Palestine Li- 
oon Organisation (PLO) in 
jgusait of a negotiated solution to 

^^Arab- Israeli question. 

■§& senators 
^ in Syria 

Damascus (R) — u.s. senate 

fltinority leader Robert Dole will 
arrive in Damascus Sunday at the 
«an of a Middle East tour to 
hctiB peace efforts in the ra- 
the U.S. embassy said 
By. Dole and five senators 
Republican and Demo- 
. parties will visit Syria, 
Jordan and Israel to <fis- 
f efforts to “further the cause 
^.pnoe in the region, ” the 
'^msy said in a statement. 


"Egyptian air force 


(R) — President Hosni 
named a new air force 
wider Saturday, former 
. ^ Jr . pilot Major-General 
■ ( ^AhEBd Abdul Rahman Nasr. He 
Major-General Ala 
The presidential decree 
gave no reason for the change. 



Violent protests rage 
in Gaza; 19 wounded 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Demonstrators 
raised the Palestinian flag in the 
centre of Gaza City Saturday and 
blocked roads with rubble and 
blazing tyres during protests over 
the killing of two Arabs and 
closure of a mosque earlier in the 
week. 

Hospitals and Palestinian 
sources reported at least 19 
Palestinians injured in the city 
and other parts of foe occupied 
Gaza Strip — three of them shot 
by Israeli troops. 

Witnesses said troops smashed 
down the doors of Gaza’s Ahli 
Hospital to search foe building 
for fugitive stone-throwers. 

Staff at the hospital said they 
treated 16 people, including 
women and old men, beaten by 
troops in the city centre. 

In nearby Jabalya refugee 
camp a 14-year-old boy was shot 
in the head and rushed to an 
Israeli hospital, Palestinians said. 

A man was wounded in Rafah 
where residents defied an army 
curfew to protest at Thursday’s 
fatal shooting by soldiers of a 
local man. 

At least one demonstrator was 
wounded in a clash with troops in 
Khan Younis where a 15-year-old 
boy was shot dead Friday. 

A Muslim fundamentalist 
group claimed responsibility 
Saturday for the stabbing of a 


Jewish student in Arab Jeru- 
salem. 

“The Islamic Jihad Movement- 
Jerusalem” said in a statement 
released in Beirut that it carried 
out foe attack to commemorate 
foe second anniversary of foe 
expulsion by Israel of one of its 
leaders. Sheikh Abdul Aziz 
Awdeh, to South Lebanon in 
1988. 

The bodies of two Palestinians 
suspected of collaborating with 
foe occupation authorities were 
discovered in the occupied lands 
Saturday, sources said. 

The body of Nabil Mayassa, 
35, was found beaten and stabbed 
in the industrial zone of the West 
Bank town of Ram all ah. 

Abdullah Makatt, 44. from 
Jabalya refugee camp, was disco- 
vered dead in his cell in Ansar 3, 
a military detention centre in the 
.Gaza Strip. 

An army spokesman confirmed 
both deaths but had no informa- 
tion indicating why foe two were 
murdered. 

Mayassa worked for the Israeli 
transportation department and 
owned an auto parts shop. Arab 
residents of Ramallah claimed he 
was a well known collaborator. 

Makatt was a security prisoner 
awaiting trial in military court 
and apparently cooperated with 
prison authorities, Arab sources 
said. 


A cellmate confessed to hang- 
ing Makatt and is now being 
interrogated, the army spokes- 
man said. 

A Palestinian human right 
group has said that Israeli tax 
collection in foe Wst Bank and 
Gaza Strip was tantamount to 
pillage. 

“What is taking place in foe 
occupied territories amounts to a 
pillage,” Raja Shehadeb, co- 
director of foe West Bank-based 
AI Haq legal research group, told 
a news conference. 

He said Palestinians were sub- 
ject to greater tax than Israelis. 

Many Palestinians have pro- 
tested against foe tax saying it 
was unjust and arbitrary and have 
been imprisoned for refusing to 
pay it. 

AI Haq researcher Khaled AI 
Batrawi said some unemployed 
Palestinians had been told to pay 
thousands of dollars in taxes. 

Last September, Israeli author- 
ities dosed off the West Bank 
town of Beit Sahour while tax 
officials and soldiers seized goods 
from people who refused to pay 
taxes. 

Lawyer Marc Stephens, who 
did research for AI Haq study, 
‘Taxation In the Occupied Terri- 
tories 1967-1989,” said Israel had 
used some of the taxes collected 

(Contained on page 5) 


Gorbachev: 


Arms pact 
key at 
s ummi t 

MOSCOW (AP) — President 
Mikhail Gorbachev said in re- 
marks released Saturday that the 
success of his summit this spring 
with U.S. President George Bush 
will depend on whether arms 
control agreements are readied. 

Gorbachev said in an interview 
with the TASS news agency re- 
leased Saturday that the main 
task of foe sutmnit, to be held m 
Washington, will be to reach 
agreement on disarmament and 
arms reduction. “On this de- 
pends, mainly, foe success of foe 
meetings,” Gorbachev said. 

The president did not elabo- 
rate. 

Gorbachev told TASS the uni- 
fication of Germany will also be 
discussed at foe summit, saying 
this step must be taken “in a 
constructive von, without any 
damage to anybody.” 

The Kremlin leader made the 
remarks after his foreign minis- 
ter, Eduard Shevardnadze, 
wound np three days of meetings 
Friday with U.S. officials in 
Washington to prepare for the 
May 30-Jnne 3 summit. 

After their Washington talks, 
Shevardnadze and U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker tried to 
lower expectations that Bush and 
Gorbachev will be able to sign a 
treaty sharply reducing intercon- 
tinental nuclear weapons. 


Israeli leaders deny 
contacts with PLO 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Top 
aides to former Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and caretaker 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
categorically denied Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat's 
claimed contacts with the Israeli 
leaders Saturday. 

“Yasser Arafat claims contacts 
with Mr. Rabin at least twice a 
week and each time I deny it,” 
said a top Rabin aide, who re- 
fused to be identified. 

The PLO chairman said he had 
bad clandestine contacts with 
Israeli leaders in an interview on 
Italy's state-owned RAT televi- 
sion Friday. 

“There are many contacts be- 
tween the Palestinian and Israeli 
leadership,” Arafat said. “For 
example, Rabin sent an emissary 
with a message for me. Even 
Shamir did so.” 

Avi Pazner, top aide to foe 
caretaker prime minister said that 
Arafat's announcement was a 
“total and complete lie, at least in 
relation to foe prime minister.'’ 

However, Shulamit AJoni, par- 
liament member of the left-wing 
Citizens Rights Movement, said 
Arafat could be telling the truth. 

“Maybe it’s true, and maybe 
it’s not,” Aloni told the Associ- 
ated Press. “But if it is true, why 
did he wait so long to tell the 
world, and why now? Why 
torpedo the Peres- Rabin govern- 
ment before it even had a 
chance?” 

The leader of foe centre-left 
Labour Party, Shimon Peres, dis- 
mantled foe national coalition 
government March 15 in a dis- 


pute noth the right-wing Likud 
bloc over the U.S.-backed peace 
proposal. 

The five-point initiative called 
for preliminary talks with foe 
Palestinians to discuss proposed 
elections in foe Israeli-occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The Labour Party led by Shi- 
mon Peres and Rabin supported 
the plan and now hopes to build a 
new government dedicated to the 
advancement of peace. 

Former Science Minister Ezer 
Weizman, dismised Dec. 31 from 
the inner cabinet by Shamir for 
contacts with PLO leaders, said 
Arafat claims were possible but 
refused to elaborate. 

“Arafat may know what he is 
talking about,” Weizman said. 
“But I have no idea what other 
people do and I am not prepared 
to respond to what Arafat says in 
other places.” 

There have been rumours of 
contact between Israeli and PLO 
leaders but they have never been 
confirmed by either side. Israel has 
banned talks with foe PLO. 

The possibility of a FLO role in 
the peace process talks was re- 
jected by both parties even be- 
fore the national unity govern- 
ment collapsed. 

Arafat, who bad just finished a 
two-day visit to Italy, told RAT 
Friday that foe Israeli messages 
also concerned “some aspects of 
peace initiatives.” 

Asked if it was strange that a 
declared enemy had sent him 
messages, Arafat replied: “With 
whom are they going to make 
peace?- With ghosts?. No. With 
me." 


Arafat raises fresh 



RABAT (Agencies) — Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat said 
Saturday Israel had between 220- 
250 nuclear warheads and was 
stealing more Arab land for new 
Jewish emigrants. 

“The situation is becoming 
more and more dangerous. Each 
Arab capital can be hit by 10 
Israeli warheads,” he told a meet- 
ing of the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC). 

“The Islamic and Arab nations 
cannot remain with its arms cros- 
sed... we have to move from 
words to action,” he said, adding 
Israel had clear designs on parts 
of Lebanon and Jordan. 

Arafat was speaking at foe 
opening session of the OICs 
Jerusalem Committee, convened 
by Chairman King Hassan of 
Morocco to coordinate a strategy 
against increased Soviet emigra- 
tion to Israel and its effect on 
Jerusalem. 

Arafat said Israel was planning 
to settle an extra three million 
Jews from foe Soviet Union, east- 
ern Europe and Ethiopia in the 
region between now and foe end 
of the century, more than doubl- 
ing the current population of 
Israel. 

“We are faced with a danger- 
ous challenge... Israel aims to 
occupy more Arab territories,” 
he said. 

The Palestinian leader said 
Falasha Jews from Ethiopia had 
already been located in a buffer 
zone in the south of Lebanon 
maintained by Israel. 

This, he said, was the start of 
an attempt to recognise the 
dream of “greater Israel,” dearly 


espoused by some Israeli politi- 
cians, such as Prime Munster 
Yitzhak Shamir and Ariel Sharon 
of the right-wing Likud Party. 

Arafat said Israel was also 
trying to change the demographic 
makeup of Jerusalem by install- 
ing new arrivals in the traditional 
Arab quarters of the Holy City. 

Israel expects some 100,000 
Soviet Jews to arrive in 1990, but 
Arafat said some 240,000 while 
would arrive tins year from foe 
Soviet Union, 30, (XX) from East- 
ern Europe and 20,000 from 
Ethiopia. 

The Israeli government says so 
far only a few have settled in the 
occupied territories seized. 

Opening foe meeting. King 
Hassan said Israel was trying to 
present the world with a “fait 
accompli” and called a U.S. Sen- 
ate resolution urging Washington 
to recognise Jerusalem as (he 
capital of Israel “a political and 
strategic error.” 

He said the OIC should lead an 
information campaign to reverse 
the non-binding Senate decision. 

“The Jerusalem question is one 
of identity.” he said. 

Arafat visited Italy before com- 
ing to Rabat. 

In Perugia, Arafat broke down 
in tears as he thanked hundreds 
of Italian famili es who have don- 
ated money to support Palesti- 
nian children in the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

Speaking at a hall inside Peru- 
gia's Priors Palace, he told foe 
famili es: “Th ank you. Today I 
fee] born again. Yon have given 
these children hope.” 


Poindexter found guilty of all charges 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
«— Former U.S. National 
Security Adviser John 
Poindexter was convicted 
Saturday at his Iran-contra 
cover-up trial of all five crimin- 
al charges against him in the 
scandal that rocked the last 
two years of Ronald Reagan's 
presidency. 

The jury delivered the ver- 
dict on two counts of obstruct- 
ing' Congress, two counts of 
lying to Congress and one count 
of conspiracy. 

The former national security 
adviser is the highest-ranking 
Reagan, administration official 
to be put on trial in the so- 
called Iran-contra sca nd al* 

Poindexter, a former admir- 
al, faces up to 25 years m 
-prison and fines of $1.25 mil- 
lion, U.S. District Court Judge 
Harold Greene scheduled sen- 
tencing for Jane 11. 


Poindexter resigned as 
national security adviser when 
the scandal broke m 1986. 

The 1985-86 operating in- 
volved foe secret sale of arms 
to Iran in hopes of freeing U .S. 
hostages held in Lebanon and 
foe diversion of profits from 
the arms sale to Nicaragua's 
contra rebels when Congress 
had banned such aid. 

Poindexter was foe highest- 
ranking Reagan White House 
official charged in the scandal 
and the last major defendant to 
stand trial in an inquiry stretch- 
ing back three-and-one-balf 
years. 

Star witnesses in the month- 
long trial were Reagan for the 
defence and Oliver North, 
Poindexter's White House 
aide, who had masterminded 
Iran-contra operations, for the 
prosecution. 

In nearly eight boms of 


videotaped testimony, Reagan 
bolstered defence arguments 
that Poindexter believed be 
was acting at foe president’s 
behest in carrying out Iran- 
contra plans and m concealing 
the operation from Congress. 

But Reagan also said he 
warned all of his subordinates 
to stay within foe law. 

North, convicted last year of 
cover-up and illegal profit 
charges, testified that he kept 
Poindexter informed of Ins 
Iran-contra actions. He said his 
boss told him to handle a con- 
gressional inquiry and con- 
gratulated him when he tied. 

Five lesser participants have 
been convicted of Iran-contra 
misdeeds. Best known is 
Robert McFarlane, who pre- 
ceded Poindexter as national 
security adviser and pleaded 
guilty to misdemeanors related 
to (be cover-up. No one has 


served jail time. 

He testified that he was re- 
luctant to gp to a meeting with 
members of Congress about 
the contras because he knew 
there would be tilings he could 
not disclose. 

North said be expressed his 
concerns to Poindexter, who 
sent bis subordinate to the 
meeting anyway. 

North testified that Poindex- 
ter told him: “You can hand- 
le it” or “You can take care of 
it.” 

Once there. North lied repe- 
atedly, telling intelligence 
committee members he wasn’t 
offering military advice to tire 
rebel force. 

North also testified that he 
watched Poindexter tear np a 
politically embarrassing pres- 
idential document that 
approved a Nov. 25, 1985 ship- 
ment of Hawk missiles to Iran. 


1PU condemns settlements 


NICOSIA (R) — World parlia- 
mentarians condemned Jewish 
settlement in “plundered'’ 
Arab land Saturday and called 
on Israel to withdraw from 
occupied territory including 
Jerusalem. 

The Inter-Parliamentarian 
Union (CPU), which groups 
legislators from 113 countries, 
also urged the convening of an 
international peace conference 
to solve the Arab- Israeli con- 
flict. 

The resolution was adopted 
by 595 votes Tor and 237 against 
with 99 abstentions at the aid 
of a week-long meeting in Nico- 
sia. 

The IPU said a Middle East 
conference should be attended 
by afl those concerned in the 
conflict inchufing the Palestine 


Liberation Organisation, which 
it described as the sole legiti- 
mate representative of the 
Palestinian people. 

“Tension in the Mediterra- 
nean region cannot be elimin- 
ated without a just and lasting 
solution of the Middle East 
problem that would restore the 
inalienahle lights of the Palesti- 
nian people... and would in- 
clude Israel's withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights, the West 
Bank, the Gaza Strip, Jeru- 
salem and Sooth Lebanon,” 
the resol ut ion said. 

The IPU condemned the 
“continuing colonisation of the 
occupied Arab territories 
which creates a deeply disturb- 
ing and dangerous situation ex- 
acerbated by Israel's organisa- 
tion of the massive emigration 


and illegal settlement of Jews in 
these plundered lands including 
Jerusalem...'’ 

France and other Western 
countries objected to the danse 
that called for Israeli with- 
drawal from Jerusalem. They 
argued (hat the Jewish western 
part of the dty was not occu- 
pied land. 

The resolution was passed 
with support from foe Third 
World, China and the Soviet 
Union. 

It urged the withdrawal of 
foreign fleets from the 
Mediterranean region and the 
non-proliferation of nuclear 
and chemical weapons in the 
area. 

(See related story on page 3) 


Iraq: Arabs have same 
right as enemies to weapons 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein said 
Saturday that Arab states had as 
much right as their enemies to 
possess nudear and chemical 
weapons. 

“Arabs have the right to pos- 
sess (similar) weapons to those 
that their enemies possess... 
Israel has nudear, chemical and 
bacteriological weapons,” Hus- 
sein was quoted as telling foe 
Iraqi News Agency (INA). 

The Iraqi leader last week 
stoked fears of chemical war In 
the Middle East when he warned 
that Iraq would use binary che- 
mical weapons .againg Israel if 
foe Jewish state attacked Iraq. 

“I swear by God we will let our 
fire eat half of Israel if it tries to 
wage anything against Iraq,” 


Hussein told foe country follow- 
ing charges that Iraq had tried to 
obtain triggers for nuclear 
weapons. 

Hussein said at foe time that 
Iraq didn't need nuclear weapons 
because it bad binary chemical 
weapons. INA quoted him as 
saying Saturday that it was Israel, 
not Iraq, that had heightened 
tension in the Middle East. 

“We are not the people who 
step up tensions in the Middle 
East. He who steps up tensions... 
is Israel, who occupies foe land of 
Palestinians and commits evil 
methods of murder every day 
against the Palestinians,” - the 
president told foe agency. 

Reacting to criticism by U.S. 
President George Bush to his 
threat to retaliate against Israel, 


Hussein said: 

“Did President Bush expect us 
to talk in another tone... does 
President Bush think that self- 
defence is bad, whether it took 
the form of warning foe party 
who had aggressive intentions 
and warning him of its consequ- 
ences.” 

Baghdad said it was facing an 
orchestrated campaign against it 
in the West and feared Israel was 
primed for a military strike 
against Iraq. 

In 1981, Israeli jets bombed 
and destroyed Iraq’s nuclear 
reactor at Osirak. 

President Hosni Mubarak of 
Egypt arrived here Saturday on a 
previously unannounced visit. 

(Continued on page 5) 


ANC-Pretoria talks begin May 2 


LUSAKA (Agencies) — The 
African National Congress 
(ANC) and the South African 
government announced Satur- 
day they would bold their first 
discussions on the country’s 
political future in Cape Town 
next month. 

The meeting, originally 
scheduled for April 11, was 
postponed by the ANC as a 
protest against police shooting 
of protesters in the black 
township of Sebokeng March 
26. 

In simultaneous announce- 
ments released in Lusaka and 
Cape Town, foe two sides said 
new talks had been scheduled 
May 2-4, as a result of a meet- 
ing last Thursday between 
South African President F.W. 
de Klerk and ANC Deputy 
President Nelson Mandela. 

Mandela was expected to 


arrive in Lusaka, foe Zambian 
capital, Sunday for a three-day 
visit to discuss township vio- 
lence, the de Klerk meeting 
and other matters, the ANC 
said. 

Mandela was due to return 
to South Africa Tuesday, and 
he is to go to London next 
week for a rock concert in his 
honour. 

Fifteen more deaths were 
reported Saturday in the poli- 
tical violence sweeping Smith 
Africa. The victims included a 
baby tied to its mother's back 
who was shot by police. 

Police said foe mother, who 
was wounded, was among a 
group of people who fire- 
bombed and stoned a police 
vehicle in Kokosi township, 80 
kilometres west of Johannes- 
burg. 

Politicians say more blood- 


shed may be inevitable before 
the government and the ANC 
can begin talks on arranging a 
peaceful transition from white 
minority rule to something 
more acceptable to the black 
majority. 

Before substantive negotia- 
tions on a political settlement 
can start, obstacles include the 
ANCs demands for the safe 
return of black exiles, foe re- 
lease of political prisoners and 
an end to emergency rule and 
political prosecutions. 

Both whites and blacks have 
accused each other of inciting 
violence and of procrastinating 
on peace efforts after de Klerk 
lifted bans on black opposition 
groups this year, freed Mande- 
la from jail and said he was 
ready to discuss power- 
sharing. 


Aoun warns Hrawi against 
intervention in east Beirut 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Defiant 
General Michel Aoun, holding 
out in his battle-scarred presiden- 
tial palace, Saturday warned 
troops loyal to Lebanese Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi against inter- 
viewing foe Lebanon's inter- 
Qnistian war. 

He said mediation had so far 
failed to find a solution to the 
nine-week inter-Christian war in 
which at least 920 people have 
been killed and huge tracts of the 
Maronite heartland devastated. 

Aoun told Reuters that the 
Christian Lebanese Forces (LF) 
militia and his 15,000-strong army 
had reached a stalemate on the 
battlefield and neither side could 
win outright. 

“Military action will not deter- 
mine foe final result... we have to 
give more importance to political 
achievement," he said. 

Aoun triggered the war for the 
control of the Christian heartland 
Jan. 31 when he ordered the 
10,000-man LF to disarm and 
disband. 

He said he favoured a political 
solution with the LF but ruled out 
a pact with the internationally- 
recognised Hrawi government 
which is based in west Beirut. 

Aoun dismisses fellow- 
Maronite Hrawi as a Syrian pup- 


pet and opposes a pact agreed in 
Taif, Saudi Arabia, to end 15 
years of civil war because it failed 
to ensure a Syrian withdrawal 
from Lebanon. 

Hrawi has said he would meet a 


request from LF leader Samir 
Geagea to send his mainly- 
Muslim troops, commanded by 
Genera] Emile Lahoud. to take 
over barracks captured by the LF 
from Aoun. 


Panel prepares report 


RABAT (R) — Arab peace- 
makers trying to sflence Leba- 
non’s guns completed a detailed 
report Saturday after talks 
with both foe Iraqi and Syrian 
foreign ministers. 

Diplomatic sources said the 
report, drawn np by foe foreign 
ministers of Algeria, Morocco 
and Saudi Arabia, took foU 
account of recent changes in 
and around the capital Beirut. 

“We have worked very 
well,” said Algerian Foreign 
Minister Sid Ahmad GhozaU as 
be left after three days of talks. 

The report win now be pre- 
sented to the heads of state of 
the three countries — charged 
by an Arab -summit in Casab- 
lanca last May with the task of 
trying to aid 15 years of dril 


Diplomatic sources said 
Christian militia leader Samir 
Geagea, who Is battling defiant 


General Michel Aoun in east 
Beirut, had sent a letter to the 
negotiators saying he accepted 
a pease plan brokered by the 
three countries. 

Aoun refuses to accept the 
Arab leagne-backed peace 
plan. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz, whose c ou ntry backed 
Aoun in the inter-Christian 
fighting, reiterated that Iraq 
was no longer supplying arms 
or giving other material sup- 
port to any faction in the con- 
flict, well-informed sources 
said. 

They added that the Arab 
League’s Lebanese committee 
had asked for an undertaking 
fo at Syria would take steps to 
enable the Lebanese stale to 
exercise its authority in west 
Beirut as foreseen in the Taif 
accord. 
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Palestinian group to free 
three hostages very soon 


Congress looks at ‘Israel in the 1990s’ 

Experts see Israeli society moderating in future 


BEIRUT (R) — A radical Palestinian group said 
Saturday it would free three European hostages very 
soon after direct contacts with the French govern- 
ment yielded positive results. 


“The current discussions be- 
tween our movement and the 
parties concerned with the cap- 
tives have readied positive re- 
sults,” said Walid Khaled, 
spokesman for the Fateh Revolu- 
tionary~£Sbimdl fFRC). 

Khaled said' the release of 
French womaiijJaqueline Valente, 
31, her Belgian boyfriend Fer- 
nand Houtekins. 42, and their 
baby Sony, who was -born in 
cpativity, was imminent. He re- 
fused to say when or where they 
would be freed. f 

He said four Belgians seized 
with Valente and Houtekms in 
November 1987 from a yacht off 
Israel would not be freed because 
“the Belgian government idid not 
meet its pledges, especially that 
of curbing the activity of the 
Israeli Mossad secret service in 
Belgium.’' 

KhaJed said the four — Houte- 
lcins’ brother Emmanuel, 44, his 
wife Godelieve Kets. 39, and 
their two children Valerie, 18, 
and 1 9-y ear-old Laurent — were 
in “very good health’’ and being 
provided with regular medical 
care. 

He said Valente, who gave 
birth twice in captivity, would be 
freed without only child, born to 
her and Houtekins about two 
years ago. He said Valente would 
explain after her release why one 
baby only was freed. 

TOe FRC is led by Abu Nidal, 
one of the world's most wanted 
guerrilla leaders. 

Khaled said the decision to free 
the three was taken in response to 
the appeal by Libyan leader 
Mu amm ar Qadhafi and following 


direct negotiations with the 
French authorities. 

He hailed French President 
Francois Mitterrand and his gov- 
ernment for their “concern about 
their nationals,” saying French 
authorities had shown willingness 
to meet their pledges on some 
issues. He did not elaborate. 

Khaled was speaking to Reu- 
ters and Visnews international 
television news agency in an in- 
terview at the Palestinian refugee 
camp of Mar Elias in mainly 
Muslim west Beirut. 

The FRC said Thursday it was 
holding immediate contacts to 
arrange the release of hostages, 
following Qadbafi’s appeal to 
Muslims to adhere to the “noble 
Islamic values which affirm the 
honour and humanity of man and 
the non-taking of innocent hos- 
tages.” 

In December 1988 Qadhafi se- 
cured the release in Libya of 
■Valente’s daughters, Marie- 
Laure, seven, and Virginie, six. 
They were with the others when 
the Yacht Silco was seized. 

The Libyan-financed FRC has 
said its captives, believed held in 
Lebanon or Libya, are Jewish 
spies. Relatives deny this. 

Shortly before the interview, 
Khaled met the Belgian ambassa- 
dor to Lebanon. He also headed 
to the Libyan embassy for meet- 
ings with officials there. 

Abu Nidal. whose real name is 
Sabri AI Banna, is the reputed 
mastermind of dozens of raids 
across the world since 1982. 

His organisation, described by 
the United States as the “world’s 
most dangerous terrorist group,’* 


was blamed for an attack which 
injured Israeli Ambassador Shlo- 
mo Argov in London in 1982. 

Israel used it as a pretext for its 
invasion of Lebanon later that 
year to expel Palestinian guer- 
rillas. 

Abu NidaTs guerrillas attacked 
Rome and Vienna airports in 
1985. killing 18 people and 

wounding some 100. 

Abu Nidal was based in Libya 
for several years but diplomats 
say his relations with Qadhafi 
became strained last year. His 
whereabouts are a subject of con- 
stant rumour in the Middle East. 
Several reports have said he is 
dead. 

Khaled said the FRC was using 
its good offices with pro-Iranian 
groups to help secure the release 
of 17 Western hostages believed 
held by them. 

In a statement released later 
Saturday, Khaled appealed to the 
captors of two Swiss relief agency 
workes to free thier hostages. 

“Our organisation is ready to 
provide moral and financial 
guarantees to the captors in order 
to solve this tragic problem,” 
Khaled said. 

The two International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross workers, 
Emmanuel Christen, 33, and Bio 
Erriquez, 24, were seized on Oct. 
6, 1989, by two gunmen in the 
port dty of Sidon, 40 kilometres 
south of Beirut. 

Palestinian sources have linked 
their abduction to the imprison- 
ment in Switzerland of Lebanese 
Shi'ite hijacker Hussein Moham- 
med Hariri, a member of the 
pro-Iranian Hizbollah (Party of 
God). 

Khaled said the release of the 
two Swiss hostages would help 
improve the “relationship be- 
tween our people and nation and 
the Belgian people and govern- 
ment.” 


Former aide says Abu Nidal 
had 300 of his men murdered 


NEW YORK (R) — A former 
top aide says Palestinian radical 
leader Abu Nidal is a psycho- 
pathic killer who has had 300 of 
his men murdered, a U.S. televi- 
sion network has reported. 

“He is a person with a sick 
mind. He is like a snake that bites 
and disappears... a schizophrenic 
who will kill comrades, put them 
in a hole and put flowers on top,” 
the former aide, Abu Bakr, said 
in an interview with CBS. 

Abu Nidal is leader of the 
Fateh Revolutionary Council 
(FRC), a radical Palestinian 
group. The United States says 
that among other things, he was 
responsible for the Christmas 
1985 attacks on the Rome and 
Vienna airports that left 18 peo- 
ple dead and more than 100 
injured. 


It says he has received con- 
siderable financing from Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi. 

CBS said Abu Bakr broke with 
Abu Nidal this winter when Abu 
Nidal began killing his own men, 
even family members. 

“He killed his wife’s brother 
and the man’s son. He killed 
people who'd worked with him 
for 10 years. He confessed him- 
self he had killed 300 of them,” 
Abu Bakr said. 

CBS said Abu Bakr admitted 
helping to plan and carry out the 
attack at the Rome and Vienna 
airports and other guerrilla ac- 
tions, including the attack on 
tourists aboard a ferry in Athens 
Harbour in July 1988. 

The network said that concern 
about the carnage led to a split 
within the Abu Nidal organisa- 


tion that led to the killings. 

CBS said the reports that 
Qadhafi has arrested Abu Nidal 
were untrue and it quoted Abu 
Bakr as saying that he is still on 
the loose and is known only from 
a grainy, 20-year-old p holograph - 

“It is easy for him to move 
around. His face is not known. 
He has false passports. Now he 
could be in Denmark. Poland, 
anywhere,” Abu Bakr said. 

The network quoted Abu Bakr 
as saying Abu Nidal is getting 
ready to strike again. 

Abu Bakr said he has a war 
chest of 200 million in Swiss 
banks, a private army in Lebanon 
and dozens of agents under his 
command in Europe. 

“We have an Arab proverb, a 
wolf when injured is more vi- 
cious," Abu Bakr said. 


Turkish troops kill Kurdish rebel 
in southeast; four bombs explode 


ISTANBUL (Agencies) — Tur- 
kish troops killed a separatist 
Kurdish rebel Saturday in a clash 
near the southern town of Hak- 
kari. 

Officials said one guerrilla was 
captured after the fighting in the 
village of Ikiyaka near the Iraqi 
border. 

Thirteen children and six 
women were killed in Ikiyaka late 
last year in an attack by the 
Marxist Kurdish Workers Party 
(PKK). 

Since 1984 the PKK has been 
waging a violent campaign for 
autonomy for Turkey’s estimated 
10 million Kurds, whom Ankara 
does not recognise as a minority. 
Nearly 2,000 people have died. 

Security forces seized 25 


Kalashnikov rifles in Hakkari Fri- 
day while searching a minibus. 
Officials said the weapons were 
smuggled into Turkey and a 
possible link with the PKK was 
being investigated. 

Hayri Kozakdoglu, governor 
of the southeast region, told Reu- 
ters the PKK had started combin- 
ing forces with other extremist 
groups in the region. 

Three small bombs exploded in 
Istanbul and one in Ankara late 
Friday, causing damage but no 
injuries. A man claiming to speak 
for the banned Dev-Sol (revolu- 
tionary left) group claimed re- 
sponsibility in a telephone call to 
G unes newspaper. 

The caller d aimed the bombs 
were placed to protest at govern- 


ment policy towards Kurds. 

In Istanbul bombs went off in 
front of two police stations in the 
central Besiktas and Baldrkoy 
districts and outride an office 
building in the Gumussuyu busi- 
ness area. 

In a separate development, tbe 
International Press Institute (IPI) 
said Friday it has protested to the 
Turkish government over cen- 
sorship, the confiscation of 
thousands of newspapers and the 
storming of printing presses. 

Peter Gall in er, the institute’s 
director, said be sent a message 
to Turkish President Turgut Ozal 
Thursday, expressing concern ab- 
out censorship of the Istanbul 
daily newspaper, Sabah by the 
state security court Wednesday. 


By Nonna S. Holmes 

USIA 

WASHINGTON — Israeli public 
opinion is moderating, and consc- 
quendy long-range prospects for 
a settlement of the Palestinian- 
Israeli conflict are growing, three 
recognised experts on Israel re- 
cently told a congressional panel. 

“Within a deca d e — perhaps 
sooner — there will be a new 
political structure which affords 
some expression of Palestinian 
nationalism in the West Bank and 


concentrating upon — that is tbe Hampshire, an author of several internal political problems in tbe D r. 
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ments of great frustration. 

Politically, Lewis said, the 
large ‘'centre” vote today in 
Israel is “floating" without real 
c ommi tment to either political 
party. It will require a gener- 
ational change of leadership to 
change this — and this is unlikely 
to occur in tbe near future, be 
said. 


tion a em er gin g. 

Predicting that there wiQ be a 
Pale stinian state within the de- 
cade, Lustick said that “signals 
are incresmgly sent from the Un- 
ited States to Israel that (holcfing 
on to the occupied) territories 
and U.S. goodwill (towards 
Israel) cannot both be kept.” 
Lustick said recent polls indicate 
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Institute for Peace, a Washington 
study group. 

“I really am very optimistic 
about the long term,” Lewis said 
on April 4 during a House Fore- 
ign Affairs Subcommittee bearing 
titled “Israel in the 90’s.” At the 
same time, he said, because of 
the continuing violence, “at pre- 
sent it is more difficult for Arabs 
and Israelis to contemplate co- 
existence than it was five years 
ago.” 

Lewis, who was U.S. ambassa- 
dor to Israel from 1977 to 1985, 
said Rand Corporation study by 
Graham Fuller on tbe West Bank 
and Gaza concludes that the 
establishment of a Palestinian 
state is inevitable. The report is 
widely accepted by experts on the 
region as a reasonable prob- 
ability. 

Stressing that “the way in 
which events occur is as impor- 
tant as die events themselves,” 
Lewis added: 

“What is important is whether 
the region adjusts to increaring 
bitterness and violence or a pro- 
cess grounded in negotiation. 
That’s what we all ought to be 


peace “in the very long ran.” He 
opinionated that one of the effects 
of the influx of Soviet profession- 
al talent into tbe country has been 
to lift national morale to a level 
that has not been seen “in de- 
cades.” 

“That national morale bang 
lifted I think is a precondition for 
a successful peace process,” he 
contended. “A country that feels 
threatened, with its bade against 
the wall, win never take tbe steps 
necessary for a settlement of tbe 
Palestinian issue.” 

The end result of the Soviet 
emigration surge, combined with 
a new generational leadership 
wfll make Israeli readiness for 
compromise on the territories a 
reality within the next three to 
five years, Lewis said. 

“\ifoether the Palestinian ride 
of tbe equation and tbe Arab side 
can wait that long is a very serious 
question.” If they cannot, Lewis 
said, “there may be the prospect 
of another major upsurge of 
enormous violence before yon get 
to that negotiating mode.” 

Professor Ian Lustick of Dart- 
mouth College in Hanover, New 


on tbe West Bank and Gaza. But 
he also predicted that before the 
process actually takes place, “A 
crisis win bring into question 
Israel’s democratic institutions.” 

Characterising Israel in the 
1990’s as a nation with “deep 
divisions and difficult choices,” 
Lustick said that “apolitical para- 
lysis has afflicted Israel” since tbe 
end of the Lebanon War in 1982 
over Israel’s proper relationship 
to the West Bank and tbe Gaza 
Strip. He said two blocs, (Likud 
and Labour) representing di- 
ametrically opposed views have 
crystallised into an extraordinari- 
ly even political split. 

. The newest and most unpre- 
dictable factor in die equation, be 
said, is the massive flow of Soviet 
Jewish immigrants. “Approx- 
imately 200 a day axe now arriv- 
ing in Israel, with predictions that 
between 290,000 and one million 
Soviet Jews will become Israelis 
as a result of (Soviet leader 
Mikhail ) Gorbachev’s political 
earthquake.” 

Lustick said that aside from the 
economic problem of absorption. 


Sudan to introduce democratic system 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Sudan’s 
military government plans to in- 
troduce a new legislative system 
that will be more democratic than 
the current Li by an- style commit- 
tee lawmaking process, a senior 
officer said Saturday. 

The newspaper AI Sudan Al 
Hadith quoted Brigadier Osman 
Ahmad Al Hassan, member of 
the ruling 15-officer junta, as 
saying the system will be “a com- 
prehensive one, embracing all 
sectors.” 

He did not specify how the new 
system will work but said it “will 
seek to meet the aspirations of 
the people in freedom and demo- 
cracy... more global and super- 


ior” to People's Committees now 
in operation. 

Lt.-Gen. Omar Hassan Al 
Bashir’s military government 
took power in a coup last June 30 
and disbanded political parties 
and trade unions. The junta exer- 
cised its authority through a 
cabinet of officers and civilians. 

Several months ago, Bashir in- 
troduced People’s Committees in 
neighbourhoods to administer 
shops and prevent black 
marketing. 

He took as his model Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi’s 
Jamahiriya system, which 
Qadhafi contends is the purest 
form of democracy because it 


Afghan general, several others 
killed in rebel ‘surrender’ plot 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP) — 
Guerrillas opened fire as more 
than 10,000 other insurgents sur- 
rendered to the Afghan govern- 
ment in a ceremony on tbe Herat 
plains, frilling more than a dozen 
people. Radio Kabul reported. 

Jaxnai t-I- Islam! , considered the 
most militarily efficient of the 
seven Pakistan-based Afghan 
guerrilla groups, claimed the sur- 
render was planned five months 
ago to trap government forces. 

An Afghan army general, a 
deputy security minister, nine 
guerrillas and several civilians 
died in the dose-range battle that 
erupted during the surrender 
ceremony, Kabul Radio said. 

Diplomats based in Kabul, tbe 
captial, and foreign journalists 
bad been flown in for the cere- 
mony and became witnesses to 
tbe slaughter, the radio said. 

“A small group of extremists 
attacked the welcome ceremony 
with heavy fire. In tbe resulting 
battle between Afghan troops 
and tbe extremists, numerous 
people were martyred,” said the 
radio, monitored in Islamabad. 

The guerrillas killed LL-Gen. 
Jalal Razaminda, who is also a 


deputy security minister, and in- 
jured Herat Provincial Governor 
Fazle Haq Kbaliq as they 
embraced guerrilla commanders 
who gave up their weapons and 
pro meed to join President Na- 
jibullah's “national reconciliation 
policy.” 

A second general died later on 
a military plane to Kabul, it said. 
His identity was not immediately 
released. 

“National reconciliation” is a 
term used by the government for 
guerrilla groups agreeing to 
switch sides and other stop fight- 
ing or help the government. Na- 
jibullah has claimed tens of 
thousands of guerrillas have 
joined “national reconciliation” 
in die past year. 

But guerrilla sources in the 
southeast Pakistani city of Quetta 
said the attack was first planned 
five months ago. 

According to the sources, 
speaking cm condition of anony- 
mity, the guerrillas slowly began 
infiltrating tbe area in November 
and then sent word that they 
wanted to surrender. 

The guerrillas are trying to 
overthrow the government that 


seized power in the 1978 coup 
that installed Marxist rule. The 
guerrillas are backed by tbe Un- 
ited States and are based in 
Pakistan. 

According to Kabul Radio, 
2 r 2Q0 armed guerrillas and some 
8,000 unarmed rebels gathered 
on the plains about 45 kflometres 
from the dty of Herat tor the 
surrender ceremony. 

Bat instead of surrendering 
their weapons, the guerrillas 
turned them on government offi- 
cials and army troops, tbe guerril- 
la sources said. 

Tbe guerrillas — reportedly 
armed with weapons ranging 
from stdeanns to recoiOess can- 
nons, missiles and rocket laun- 
chers — fired the first shot as tbe 
governor embraced an unidenti- 
fied rebel commander dressed in 
a white robe and turban, accord- 
ing to Western diplomats and 
guerrilla leaders in Pakistan. 

Tbe diplomats, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, also said 
they had reports that as many as 
five Afghan generals were killed 
or wounded in the 15-minute 
guhbattle and in hand-to-hand 
combat with knives and pistols. 


ansfing major political parties. 

There is “no evidence to sup- 
port the theory that they will all 
vote for the Likud,” as some 
predict, he said. “As a group, 
they are professional, very secu- 
lar, and will urbanise the 
country.” 

Turning to Lebanon, Lustick 
said another hopeful sign m tbe 
region is that Syria and Israel may 
be discovering that cooperation 
and shared international lead- 
ership in Lebanon “may be the 
best solution for both.” 

Lustick said the impact of the 
intifada in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip has been to “rigidity 
attitudes.” It has made Israelis 
less ready to risk giving up the 
territories, virile at the same time 
affording Palestinians with a new 
sense of identity and purpose. 

Politically, he said “thq prob- 


Arian said his studies reveal 
curious paradoxes in Israeli pub- 
lic opinion. His 1987 and 1988 
showed inercsed belief “in 
the chances of a peace -*• but abo 
of war.” But on kmg-tent) ques- 
tions, be said, “there has been a 
gradual, relatively stable increase 
in the percentage of Israelis witt- 
ing to consider compromise, to 
return territories, and to agree to 
an eventual Palestinian state.” 
Arian also pointed out that if 
tbe estimates of 750.000 new im- 
migrants to Israel within the de- 
cade are correct, then the voting 
pop ulati on may be iocrosed. 
“Assuming that immigrants from 
the Soviet Union wiB vote as a 
Woe, however, flies in the face of 
Israeli experience. The general 
pattern has been to support ex- 
isting parties.” 

On the question of changing 


eliminates elected representatives 
as middlemen in the exercise of 
power. 

Later, after Bashir signed an 
“integration declaration” with 
Qadhafi aiming to unify the two 
countries in four years, be used 
the Sudanese committees to ratify 
the document. No other legisla- 
tive process existed in tbe 
country. 

Hassan did not say when the 
new system is to be implemented. 
But he said the ruling military 
council will meet soon to review 
“the best means through which 
the desired formula for the new 
political system can be readied.” 


lets lies in the long-standing im- generational leadership, Arian 
age of die Arab as a brutal, said it is "net likely * a new 
dangerous neighbour — yet generation of leaders wil l 
curiosity, public opinion acknow- emerge. “There is a lot of fresh 
ledges that, in the long-term, blood, but the system will not let 
Isreal must accommodate.” them come out. 


Algeria backs corruption inquiry 

ALGIERS (R) — Tbe Algerian government said Saturday it warned a 
parliamentary inquiry into charges by an ex-prime minister that 
former officials robbed the country of $26 billion. Abdul Hamid 
Brahsm, prime minis ter from 1984 to 1988, accused unnamed 
former officials last month of taking co mmissio ns and bribes on 
foreign contracts. He said total losses were $2 biflton more than 
die country’s current foreign debt of $24 billion. A statement 
published in Saturday newspapers said the government was 
determined to use all legal means to investigate- “The govern- 
ment supports without reserve the creation of a commission of 
inquiry in the National Assembly, will give it full support and put 
at its disposal all information altowiqg'i! to reach a conclusion," 
the statement said. The charges are die most serious of dudr kind 
ever made by a senior public offidaL Ordinary Algerians often 
voice suspicion that officials of the ruling National Liberation 
Front have been involved in high-level corruption. 

Iraqi .charged in assassination plot 

SACRAMENTO, California (R) — U.S. prosecutors have 
accused an Iraqi n a t i ona l of participating in a plot to kill two 
opponents of the Iraq government living in tbe United States. 
David Levi, U.S. prosecutor for tbe eastern district of California, 
said a grand jury had indicated Andri Khoshaba, 47, on two 
counts of interstate travel related to a murder-for-hi re scheme. 
Khoshaba, a former driver for die Iraqi mission to the United 
Nations in New York, has lived for tbe past two years in Modesto. 
California, Levi said. Urn grand jury indictment did nm identify 
the two targets of tbe murder plot. Khoshaba has not been 
arrested and is considered a fugitive. A warrant was issued for hfs 
arrest, prosecutors said. Levi said Khoshaba travelled twice in 
February from Modesto, in central California, to New York to 
discuss the plot. “The discussions included a promise to pay 
K hoshaba $50,000 for his role in assassinating two opponents of 
die Iraqi government here in the United States,” Levi said. 
Khoshaba was detained briefly in February but them released, 
Levi said. 

Rabta plant fire was a fake — U.S. aides 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Satellite photographs show that the 
bum marks believed to have been left by a fire at a Libyan 
chemical plant were painted on, and U.S. authorities now believe 
the incident was a hoax, tbe Washington Post reported in 
Saturday editions. “It clearly was an attempt at deception,” an 
unidentified senior intelligence official told the newspaper “It’s 
not particularly well done.” The United States accused Libya of 
producing poison gas at the plant. Tbe Libyans, who said the 
plant produced medicine, accused the United Sttates and other 
countries of being responsible for setting it on fire in early March. 
By the end of last month, U.S. officials were saying that the 
da m a ge al toe plant was not as extensive as previously believed. 
State Department spokesman Richard Boucher said then that the 
possibility of a fake fire could not be ruled out. 
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Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 18. Aqaba 28. Humidity readings: 
Amman 36 per cent, Aqaba 18 per 
cent- 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Al Sawwa 731429 

Dr. Abdul Aziz Al Khawaja ...791954 

Dr. Khalil Abdul Qader 795392 

Dr. Hhham Kanaan 790286 

Fins pharmacy 622520 

Fetdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Naironkh pharmacy 623672 

AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yaconb pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisaru pharmacy 637660 


KBUh 

Dr. Zad Al A'raj (—) 

Al Sharaa’ pharmacy (985238) 

.ZARQA: 

Dr. Abdul LatifShmbiiii (— ) 

Khalifefa pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Civil Defence Department 6< 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 6 ‘ 

Gvfl Defence Emergency 

Rescue Police 192,621111,6: 

Fire Brigade 85 

Blood Bank - T 

Highway Police 8< 

Traffic Police ..8! 

Pnbtic S ecarity D epartmen t — fi 

Hotel Complain u fit 

Price Complaints 6( 

Water and Sewerage 

Co mp l ain t s 8S 

Amman Municipality 

Compfahits 7* 

Telephone Information 

(directory aasstance) 

Overseas CaBa 01 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 62 

AbdaK Telephone Repairs 66 

Jordan Television 71 

Radio Jordan 71 


Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 6 36381 

RJFBght Information 06- 53200 

Qoeen Aha Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Husem Medical Centre 813813/32 

KhabcD Maternity. J.Anm... 644281/6 
AJrileh Maternity, J. Arm..- 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malbas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmcgani 664171/4 

Shmrigtti Hospital 669131 

Unnertity Hospital 845845 

Al Mnmhnr Hospital 667227/9 

The Irfamfe, Abdafi 666127/37 

AJ-AhS, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

AtBashir, J. Ashrafiefa 775111/26 

Array, Maria 891611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital ...... (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 

IbnSina Hospital (09)986732 

DUMP: 

Process Basna Hospital „ (QZ)275S55 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn Ai Nafees Hosphal (02)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess Hajn Hospital .... (03)314111 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


TVs atkumatioa b suppSed by Royal 
Jonhom (RJ) information depart- 
'meat al tbe Qacen Aba international 
Airport TeL 0K)S32OOJ. where A 
should atwavt be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

BA Jeddah (RJ) 

•MS Knwah(RJ) 

8M5 Aqaba (RJ) 

•MS .......... Abn Dhabi. Dotal (RJ) 

It: 15 Lamaca(RJ) 

MM5 Toms, Madrid (add.) (RJ) 

K*5 Cairo (RJ) 

RM .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

I7^S Paris (RJ) 

2?rfS Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

VKS6 .......... Brussels, Frankfort (RJ) 

- - London (RJ) 

0:15 Graz (add.) (RJ) 

lfcsa Munich, Aqaba (RJ) 

2%3» Vienna (add.) (RJ) 


1*45 Rome (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

•4s» Dnbm(AZ) 

lfct5 Cairo (MS) 

»» _ Kuwait (KU) 

Tripoli (LN) 

Frankfort (LH) 

I** Beirut (ME) 

Ms 45 Athens (OA) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal (1) 


MM Madrid (add.) (Rl) 

•&30 - Aqaba, Mrarich (RJ) 

WA Aqaba (RJ) 

Rome(RJ) 

1140 . — Vienna (add.) (RJ). 

1M0 — Graz (Rif 

uao Tonis (RJ) 

11340 London (RJ) 

1M5 Cairo (RJ) 

1MI Kuwait, DhahraatRJ) 

2L~M Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

*15 Baghdad (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

2W5 — Abo Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

23:15 Damascus (RJ) 

21:3t KwfeLtBjjpm-, Singapore (RJ) 

21s45 ...! f*jlijSto L Bangfc nS- ?pn 

MM Sanaa (RJ) 

' Other Rights (Terminal (2) . 

«25 8ome(AZ) 


22:30 Athens (O A) 

market prices - 


Upper/lower price m Bs per kg. 

P* 480/440 

lana 450/400 

iaaa(Mnframmar) 400/350 

22*— - 90/ 70 

200/160 

230/ 180 


Carrot 2m /i£ 

230/180 

— 250/200 

Coon abea (snail) 400/350 

450 /3S0 


fEST* 300 / 250 

Ojwjfoy). 250/200 


Onion (green) , 


«PP«{1h*) , 

(swea) 



180/150 
320/Z7O 
380/320 
800 / 700 
(00 / 500 
210/220 
iso nor 

400/300 
470/120 
/ 280 




Pakistan supports 
Jordan’s stand 


AMMAN (Pdra) — Speaker of 
Pakistan's Upper House of Par- 
Hament Wasim Sajjad said Satur- 
day that his country supports 
Jordan's endeavours to find a just 
and lasting solution to the Middle 
East problem in accordance with 
U.N. Security Council resolution 
and the return of Arab land 
occupied since 1967. 

“Pakistan is concerned over 
the dangerous situation in the 
region which has been aggravated 
with the Soviet Jewish immigra- 
tion into Palestrae,” the Pakistani 
official said at a meeting with 
speaker of the Upper House of 
Parliament Ahmad A1 Lawzi. 

“This emigration is not only 
Step! and humoral but a danger- 
ous tiling that should prompt 
world public opinion to exercise 
pressure on all those concerned 
parties to stop it," Sajjad said at 
the meeting attended by a num- 
ber of House members and Pakis- 
tan's ambassador to Jordan. 

Pakistan said Sajjad, expresses 
support for Jordan's efforts to 
convene an international peace 
conference to find a solution to 
the Palestinian problem. 

At the outset of the meeting 
Lawzi spoke of Israel’s continued 
threats to Jordan and the Arab 
and Islamic world and its actions 
that pose a threat tq Islamic 
shrines including the A1 Aqsa 
Mosque in Jerusalem. 


“Israel’s ambitions encompas- 
ses the Islamic world including 
Pakistan which was object to a 
hostile campaign for its desire to 
develop its technological, econo- 
mic and military power,” Lawzi 
said. 

“Israel is now pl annin g to 
absorb a hundreds of thousands 
of Jews from Eastern Europe to 
five on Arab land in Palestine and 
in Jerusalem, a step which con- 
stiutes a grave danger to the Arab 
Nation,” Lawzi pointed out. 

He called on Pakistan to play a 
leading role within the Island 
group to help establish peace in 
the Gulf region. 

He said P akistan can influence 
Iran into accepting a lasting peace 
that should prevail instead of the 
present no peace no war situa- 
tion. 

Sajjad extended an invitation 
to Lawzi to visit Pakistan. A date 
has yet to be fixed. . 

Sajjad Saturday visited the 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS) 
and was briefed by its president 
Dr. Ham Mullri on the RSS's 
programmes and services. 

One of the RSS’s programmes, 
Mullti said, is a two-year mainte- 
nance of bio-medical electronic 
'equipment in Jordan’s hospitals. 

Sajjad watched a documentary 
film featuring the RSS's develop- 
ment add activities. 


Federation 
to tackle 
corruption 

' AMMAN (Petra) — The Federa- 
tion of Jordanian Chambers of 
Commerce is currently preparing 
"-* the ground for a general confer- 
ence in Jordan to deal with the 
^ question of economic crimes in 
~ response to a call by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
acrording to federation Chairman 

- Mohammad Asfour. 

“The projected conference 
aims at spreading awareness 
among the public about economic 
crimes and at enriching the ex- 
perience of -Jordanian business- 
men about this important issue,” 
Asfour said Satpiday. . 

“Jordan does not suffer (from. 

; this kind of crimes, but it is liable 

to be affected by it in the absence 
", of a general awareness and if 
special laws and rules to control 
such crimes do not exist,” Asfour 
said in the weekly television prog- 
* ramme “Encounter” transmitted 
on channel two- 

“Tbe federation plays an active 
role in stimulating the national 

- , economy and in building bridges 

between the private and the pub- 
lic sectors in Jordan,” Asfour said 
when asked on the federation's 
activities in the Kingdom. 

He said that the federation is 
„■ represented in several govern- 
ment-appointed committees in- 
cluding one on supply and 
another on economy and trade. 

“The federation is also active 
in its drive to spread awareness 
among Jordanian businessmen 
about the dimensions of the eco- 
nomic readjustment programme 
which was agreed on with the 
International Monetary Fond 
(IMF), the businessmen have 
now started to adapt to the 
national economic crisis with a 
view to helping the country over- 
-> come its consequences," Asfour 
added. 

Jordan, Asfour said, currently' 
frees a host of problems, the most 
important of which is soaring 
prices, but it is hoped that 
through joint cooperation with 
. the government the federation 
wUl help find solutions. 

“The Jordanian businessmen 
. asd merchants are citizens of this 1 


Mohammad Asfour. 

country and are willing to contri- 
bute towards ending the crisis, 
but the government, for its part, 
has to provide the businessmen in 
the private sector with incentives 
that can give assurances to inves- 
tors,” Asfour said. 

“In a ddition, the government 
ought to pass dear and une- 
quivocal laws on taxes, and these 
laws should not crane about in 
reaction to certain developments 
and should not be changed when 
officials are changed because 
such confusion will upset inves- 
tors’ plans and discourage them 
from embarking on projects in 
the Kingdom,” Asfour added. 

In reply to a question about 
arbitration and an arbitration 
conference which was held last 
year in Amman, Asfour said that 
arbitration has become a must in 
view of live numerous problems 
that arose in the past few years in 
trade dealings between European 
countries and the Arab World. 

The past decade witnessed an’ 
economic boom in the Middle 
East and subsequent trade con- 
tracts between Arabs and Euro- 
peans and various investments, 
led to disputes that could only be 
settled through arbitration, 
Asfour said. 

Referring to Jordan's external 
debts, Asfour said the debts 
accumulated as a result of Jor- 
dan's planning the implementa- 
tion of numerous projects in a 
relatively short period of time. 

Most of the funds were spent 
on the laying of infrastructure, 
especially in transport and tele- 
communications. 

He said that although these 
projects were essential, there 
should have been further control 
on public spending. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listing s are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
rim- sod place with the concerned institutions. 

exhibitions 

* Ait exhihitfeHi by Ahmad Nawash at the French Guttural 
Centre. 

^Exhibition entitled “The Productive Famffies” displaying 
embroideries, ceramics, woollen dothes and foodstuffs at A1 
.QwBsriyya Community College* 

£ The book exhibition which includes books on Islam, 

Jflenttare, psychology, sociology, education, philosophy, law 
and history at Yarmoufc University. 

* Booh exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ of pftfatfjwgg by Kbafil Al Kofahi at the Yarmoufc 

Enlvarsity. 


A Arabic dbfldren’s play entitled “Tales from My Grandmother’s 
Chut* at die Royal Guttural Centre — 10:00 a-m. 

FILM 

* Feature fflm entitled “An American in Paris’' at the American 
Centre — &00 pjn. 



Income generating projects 
planned for Zarqa women 


BEs Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Saturday 

recrived at the Roval Court speaher of flip PflirktanS 

Upper House of Parliament Wasim Sajjad and the 
accompanying delegation. Prince Hassan and Saj- 
jad reviewed In the meeting issues of common 




interest to both countries and the latest develop- 
ments in the Arab, Islamic and international 
arenas. The meeting was attended by Upper House 
of Parliament Speaker Ahmad Al Lawzi and the 
P akis tani tunlmBgdor to Amman. 


Cyprus condemns 
Jewish immigration 


NICOSIA (Petra) — Cypriot 
President George Vasiliou Satur- 
day described Soviet Jewish im- 
migration to Palestine as further 
complicating the Middle East 
problem because this would 
undermine the concept of ex- 
changing land for peace. 

The president said that Greece 
and the rest of the European 
Community have realised the 
dangers inherent in the immigra- 
tion which is bound to aggravate 
the Middle East situation. 

“Israel has thus responded to 
overtures for peace on the part of 
the Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation by opting for further 
intransigence and total rejection 
of a peaceful settlement,” the 
president said in a statement at a 
meeting with the Jordanian de- 
legation to the International Par- 
liamentary Union (IPU) meeting 
here. 

Vasil ou said that the immigra- 
tion should end so as to help find 
a solution for the problem. 

The president said that His 
Majesty King Hussein enjoys re- 
spect and esteem among the Cyp- 
riot people for his wisdom and his 
relentless efforts to establish a 
just ..peace, in the .Middle East 


region. 

He said that his visit to J an 
towards the end of April at the 
King's invitation will serve as an 
incentive for bolstering bilateral 
ties. 

For his part, the Jordanian 
delegation's leader Suleiman 
Arar spoke in detail about the 
dangers inherent in the Jewish 
immigration into Palestine, de- 
scribing it as a major threat to 
peace. 

“This migration process is part 
of an all out plot to force the 
Palestinians to leave their home- 
land which is to be settled by Jews 
from the Soviet Union,” Arar 
said. 

Arar, who is also speaker of 
the Lower House of Parliament, 
said Jordan fears that the migra- 
tion would increase tension and 
endanger world peace. 

Referring to the Cypriot prob- 
lem, Arar voiced Ionian's hope 
that the two sides in the conflict 
will finally find a way towards 
lasting peace with the help of 
peace loving nations. 

Arar and his parliamentary de- 
legation are expected to return to 
Amman Saturday evening follow- 
ing their participation in the IPU 
'meetings. 


CAEU decries 
campaign 
against Iraq 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Amman-based Council of 
Arab Economic Unity 
(CAEU) Saturday issued a 
statement urging Arab coun- 
tries to join their ranks in the 
face of the hostile campaign 
directed against Iraq. 

The statement was issued by 
CAEU’s Secretary-General 
Hassan Ibrahim who said that 
the present campaign against 
Iraq is designed to pave the 
ground for an attack on the 
Arab country. 

“The Israeli enemy and the 
other forces behind Zionism 
and Israel's aggression, espe- 
cially the United States are 
seeking to m aintain Israel's 
military superiority over all the 
Arab military forces,” Ibrahim 
said. 

Referring to Israel's 1981 
raid on the Iraqi nuclear reac- 
tor, Ibrahim said that it was 
designed to abort the Arab 
countries attempt to acquire 
scientific and technological 
skill and to keen the Arab 
World backward and underde- 
veloped and at the mercy of 
Israel and the west. 



Vintage aircraft crews Saturday pose for a group 
photo in Amman. The men, women and their 


magnificent machines are expected to fly to Saudi 
Arabia today. 


Vintage planes off to S. Arabia 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Vintage air- 
craft that have been on a three- 
day visit to Jordan, the sixth stop 
along the air rally route from 
England to Australia are now 
awaiting permit to cross into 
Saudi Arabia, a trip expected to 
start Sunday. 

The 17 aircraft who first stop- 
ped at Aqaba before moving on 
to Amman are manned by 40- 
member crew from the United 
States, the United Kingdom. 
Zim babwe and Australia. 

■ The crew- have visited Amman 
and the ancient Nabatean city of 
Petra in the south in the course of 
a programme prepared by the 
Jordan Inter-Continental Hotel 
in Amman where the group is 
staying. 

The group's spokesman Lang 


Kidby, from Australia, addressed - 
a press conference at the hotel 
Saturday expressing delight at 
being in Jordan and voicing the 
group's appreciation for the faci- 
lities given them to land and tour 
the archaeological and tourist 
sites. 

Kidby said tbat the rally aims at 
encouraging the hobby of flying. 

“The multi-national partici- 
pants are competing for enjoy- 
ment and the challenge as well as 
the once-in-a-lifetime involve- 
ment in such a unique event,” 
said Kidby at the press confer- 
ence. 

Departing from White Walth- 
am airfield in England, March 25, 
the vintage aircraft will make 31 
stops on the route which goes 


through Asia down to Australia, 
a route they plan to cover in six 
weeks, ending later this month. 

The flight is to commemorate 
the 70th anniversary of the first 
single-engine light aircraft flight 
from England to Australia by’ 
Parer and Macintosh, pilots of. 
pre-1950 planes, according to 
Kidby. 

Kidby said that several pilots 
were in their 70s and they in- 
cluded Marion Jayne, one of the 
world’s most successful women 
air racers. 

Upon their arrival in Aqaba, 
Wednesday the crew members 
were welcomed by Her Majesty 
Queen Noor and local officiate 
who later accompanied them on a 
visit to tourist and archaeological 
sites. 


Bridge closing timetable announced 


AMMAN (Petra) — The following timetable was 
issued by the Pulbic Security Department (PSD) 
concerning travel to and from the occupied West 
Bank over the coming two months across the 
ffing Hussein and Prince Mohammad bridges: 

Day Date Bridge timings 

Monday 9.4.90 Open until 10:00 a,m. 

Tuesday 10.4.90 Closed. 

Sunday 15.4.90 Open until 10 a.m. 

Monday -16.4.90 Closed 

Sunday 29.4.90 Open until 10 a.m. 


Monday 30.4.90 Closed 
Tuesday 29.5.90 Open until 10 a.m. 
Wednesday 30.5.90 Closed 
Wednesday 19.9.90 Open until 10 a.m. 
Thursday 20.9.90 Closed 
Friday 21.9.90 Closed. 

On Monday April 9 only 200 passengers will be 
allowed to cross to the West Bank on each of the 
two bridges after which the bridges will be closed. 

On Tuesday, April 10, both .bridges will be 
dosed and will reopen Wednesday. Normally 
bridges are open through office hours starting 
from 7 a.m. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Al Hossein will inau- 
gurate Tuesday a scheme that will 
enable women in the Zarqa gov- 
e morale to reap the fruits of a 
productive home-based small in- 
dustry. 

The Zaiki Light Footwear 
Workshop in Zarqa is im- 
plemented by the Noor Al Hus- 
sein Foundation's Women and 
Development Programme 
(WDP) in cooperation with the 
Housewives Society, an affiliate 
of the Genera] Federation of 
Jordanian Women in Zarqa gov- 
emorate. 

In its experimental first stage, 
the project will provide job 
opportunities for 16 women of 
limited-income or no income at 
all, who will be working in the 
shop itself, in addition to those 
engaged in management and 
marketing. The number can be 
multiplied as work in the shop 
expands with the introduction of 
new production lines. All women 
will be working part-or full-time, 
at home or in the workshop. 

The overall objective of the 
scheme is to integrate women 
into the sodo-economic develop- 
ment of the country and to boost 
the benefits they draw from the 
process. 

In particular, the scheme seeks 
to: 

— identity potential female lead- 
ers and administrative cadres and 
train them in the management of 


viable, productive enterprises. 

— transform social work in Jor- 
dan from a charitable to a viable 
business-oriented endeavour. 

— provide the local market with 
high-quality products that would 
take the place of imports. 

— demonstrate the fruitful effec- 
tiveness of cooperation among 
local, national and international 
organisations in implementing 
productive schemes. 

During her visit, Queen Noor 
will inspect the various sections of 
the workshop and listen to brief- 
ings by Salwa Masri, director of 
the Noor Al Hussein Founda- 
tion's Women and Development 
Programme, and Badi’a 
Jou'aneh, president of the 
Housewives Society in Zarqa. 

Queen Noor will also visit the 
Jordan Tannery, the workshop's 
major supplier of leather. 

The overall objective of the 
Women and Development Prog- 
ramme is to devise effective sys- 
tems and identify practical in- 
terventions to support fuller in- 
tegration, participation, and rep- 
resentation of Jordanian women 
in national socio-economic de- 
velopment. 

The United Nations Population 
Fund finances all productive 
schemes initiated by the Women 
and Development Programme, 
which include: 

— bee-keeping and honey pro- 
duction* in Karak go ve mo rate. 


— planting medicinal herbs in 
Irbid govemorate, 

— rabbit production in Balqa 
govemorate. 

— ready-to-wear garments in 
Mafraq govemorate, 

— dolls in traditional costumes in 
Amman, 

— informational and educational 
materials. 

— business counselling for 
women entrepreneurs in small 
enterprises. 

Planning for the scheme started 
early in 1989 under the supervi- 
sion of a technical committee 
which had been entrusted with 
the tasks of research, organisa- 
tion and monitoring of the 
scheme. 

Implementation of the scheme 
started in January 1990, when 
installation of the machines was 
completed and attractive, 
appropriately-priced cloth and 
leather house shoes and mocca- 
sins were produced. 

The Noor Al Hussein Founda- 
tion’s Women and Development 
programme has provided the re- 
quired support for training the 
supervisor and the workers and 
for bringing in an expert from 
Cyprus, who supervised the in- 
stallation of the machines, selec- 
tion of the patterns and designs, 
determining the requirements, 
and training the technical super- 
visor in producing attractive de- 
signs. 


Jordan will benefit from 
united Europe — EG envoy 


AMMAN (Petra) — The unity of 
Europe, expected in 1992, is 
bound to have its beneficial 
effects on Jordan and its economy 
as prices of most Jordan's imports 
from the European Community 
(EC) will be reduced by set per 
cent according to initial studies, 
EC head of delegation in Amman 
Christian Falkowski announced 
Saturday. 

“After 1993 production cost of 
most European industrial pro- 
ducts will be reduced in view of 
the expected expansion in indus- 
try and the increased dependence 
on technology for increasing pro- 
duction to cover the needs of all 
the EC countries which will be 
grouped into a single market, one 
of the major markets of the 
world.” Falkowski said. 

“Increased production, 
together with the affiliated pro- 
cess to trade, like insurance and 
freight, are all expected to be 
reduced in such a market which 
will have a greater power of com- 
petition and rivalry in terms of 
prices and quality of products,” 
Falkowsky added. 


Minister 

pursues 

employment 

campaign 


ZARQA (J.T.) — Minister of 
Labour Qaseem Obeidat Satur- 
day made an inspection tour of 
Zarqa’s industrial businesses and 
announced that he was seeking to 
find jobs for the unemployed 
Jordanians. 

“The Ministry of Labour is 
concerned with following up and 
solving labour disputes in Jordan 
and also with finding work for the 
job seekers in line with the gov- 
ernment’s pledge to deal with the 
problem of unemployment,” 
Obeidat said during the tour. 

The minister visited the white 
cement factory in the Zarqa gov- 
ernorafe and met with the plant's 
managing director and the work- 
ers union to discuss labour dis- 
putes and the workers current 
strike for better pay conditions. 

According to a statement later, 
both sides agreed that no pay 

increases would be made this year 
in view of the difficult economic 
conditions in Jordan and the lack 
of sufficient foods. But they both 
stressed the need of total commit- 
ment to work and no return to 
strikes. 

Obeidat later visited the labour 
department here and was briefed 
on labour-related issues. 

The m i ni ster urged department 
officiate to follow op the matter of 
finding work for Jordanians at 
various factories and organisa- 
tions. 

In a statement published Satur- 
day, the minister of labour said 
that a draft law on national de- 
velopment and employment fund 
for 1990 had been approved, and 
it will be submitted to the Council 
of Ministers for final endorse- 


Ref erring to tbe current EC- 
Jordan cooperation, he said that 
it will be maintained and boosted 
under a United Europe. 

“The present privileges given 
to Jordan will remain in force and 
Jordan’s industrial exports to any 
,EC country will be exempted 
from all duty and other customs 
barriers, and will be treated on 
the same level as products manu- 
factured in the European Com- 
munity,” Falkowski pointed oat. 

“Indeed Jordan will have a 
greater opportunity to export 
goods to a united Europe after 
1993," Falkowski said. 

The EC delegates said that 
Europe is keen on developing its 
ties with Jordan in all possible 
fields, and will not spare any 
effort to provide facilities to the 
Kingdom* to contribute towards 
stronger relations specially in the 
fields of industry, agriculture and 
investments, exploration of 
mineral resources and trade, as 
well as scientific and technologic- 
al cooperation and the protection 
of the environment. 

Falkowski said that the EC will 


continue to provide financial 
assistance to Jordan in imple- 
mentation of its protocols signed 
with the Kingdom. 

The EC delegate also wel- 
comed any Jordanian initiative to 
stimulate tourism between EC 
states and Jordan, and said all 
possible facilities would be 
offered to the Kingdom through 
travel and tourist offices in 
Europe. 

“The EC is willing to study anv 
proposal for cooperation between 
the two sides in these fields," 
Falkowski said. 

He said that the EC is at 
present linked through economic 
agreements with Jordan, Egypt 
and North Yemen but not with 
the Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC) countries as a whole 
group. 

According to informed sources 
here, the Jordanian government 
has now prepared a draft agree- 
ment which is designed to boost 
cooperation with EC countries 
and pave the way for increasing 
Jordan's exports to Europe, 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


JNRCS takes part in international camp 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan National Red Crescent Society 
(JNRCS) will take part in the works of the international camp for 
the youth of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies to start in 
West Germany Sunday. The 21-day camp, organised by the 
German Red Cross Society, aims at stressing the role of the 
International Red Cross and Red Crescent movement in spread- 
ing awareness of and respect to the international humanitarian 
laws and the role of the youth in development. The Jordanian 
delegation to the camp will present a report on the activities of the 
JNRCS. 

Mu’ab budget approved 

KARAK (Petra) — Minister of Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment Abdul Karim Al Dughmi Saturday approved 
Mu’ab municipality budget for the current year. Of the JD 
140,000-budget, JD 35,000 were allocated for constructing a new 
building for tbe municipality, JD 30.000 for opening and 
asphalting roads and JD 22,000 for the purchase of equipment and 
maintenance works. 

Exhibition opens at Yarmouk 

IRBID (Petra) — An exhibition of paintings by Khalil Al Kofahi 
opened Saturday at the Yarmouk University. The five-day 
exhibition, entitled “The natural scenes in the Jordanian environ- 
ment includes 40 paintings depicting the environment in the city, 
the countryside and the desert. 

Yarmouk to attend Budapest conference 

IRBID (Petra) — Yarmouk University will participate in the 
annual conference of the European Accountancy Committee to 
start in Budapest April 18. Representing the university in the 
three-day conference will be Dr. Sayel Ramadan. Ramadan said 
that he will present a paper entitled “Accountancy for under- 
graduate students" in which he reviews the Yarmouk's experi- 
ment in teaching accountancy. 

Summer registration at JUST begins 

RAMTHA (Petra) — Registration for the summer course at the 
Jordan University of Science and Technology (JUST) started 
Saturday and will continue until April 14. The summer course at 
the university will start June 19. 

CSCC opens new branch 

KARAK (Petra) —The Civil Servants Consumer Corporation has 
opened a new branch in south Mazar, according to the corpora- 
tion’s Managing Director Jamil Farahneh. He said the corporation 
is currently considering proposals for opening new branches in 
various parts of die ocuntry, especially in the south Jordan Valley. 
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condemns 


settlements 


THE RECENT theft of a mosaic floor from Qasr Al 
Hallabat that dates back to the second century A.D.brings 
to the fore a very serious assault on the country’s antiquities 
that also back several decades. There is fear that the 
theft oT the mosaic floor from the desert castle is only the tip 
of an iceberg that has yet to be fully exposed. The trade in 
Jordanian antiquities has flourished over the past years, 
albeit on a silent scale, and escaped public attention and 
scrutiny. Th is Knw around, it was the size of the loot, some 

30 square-metres, that drew the attention and concern of the 

country. The countless smaller pieces of Jordan’s treasures 
that were systematically robbed have yet to receive the kind 
of scrutiny Hint they rightfully deserve. Part of the problem 
lies in the fact that antiquities in Jordan that belo ng to 
several civilisations and ages are abundant and the country 
was slow in developing the kind of cultural appreciation for 
its heritage that would be necessary for their protection. The 
faire attitude developed and nurtured throughout the 
years towards Jordan’s historic treasures grew out of the 
sense of indifference that took these antiquities for granted. 

While there is a body of legislation already in Jordan’s 
law books that proscribes any misuse of the country’s 
antiquities, there is no parallel public awareness of the 
significance of these antiquities that Jordanians inherited 
from past generations. In conjunction with any plan to 
introduce more biting legislation mi the protection . of 
antiquities, there is also an equally pressing task of arousing 
public concern and knowledge about the implications of this 
continued rape of Jordan’s historic and cultural heritage by 
wionging the mass media in all its forms for this purpose. 
More often than not, foreign tourists to this country know 
more and appreciate more Jordan’s antiquities than the 

people of the country . As long as the public is not part of the 

process to safeguard Jordan’s historic sites and treasures 
from theft or abuse, any concerted effort to put anendto the 
continuing theft of these antiquities would be in vain. Part 
and parcel of this process of increasing public support for 
this suggested campaign is to call on all those who filled their 
homes with Jordan’s antiquities to return them to the 
authorities or register them with the Department of 
Antiquities. Unfortunately the number of Jordanian and 
foreign homes that contain Jordanian museum pieces are 
just too many, and a serious effort most be made to retrieve 
them in the most expeditious manner. As for s muggle d 
pieces and pieces that are in the pipeline for smugglin g, 
additional legislation should be en ac t e d with a view to 
Incriminate all those who are or were part of this great 
larceny. It should not be hard to gather evidence on all who 
played an overt or a covert role in this ongoing conspiracy, 
and the creation of an ad hoc panel on this subject would be 
very much in order. 


JOBOAS PRESS EDITORIALS 


In an editorial Saturday Al Ra’i Arabic daily expressed hoped that 
Europe would understand the Arab World’s position, and 
maintain its efforts for peace in the Middle East. The paper said 
that Iraq's acquisition of chemical weapons was in reply to Israel's 
constant threats, and in view of the fact that Israel possesses 
nuclear weapons threatening the Arab countries and refusing to 
allow an international inspection of its nuclear facilities. Over the 
past few days, Israel has been very active in Europe, trying to 
enlist the European Community's condemnation of Iraq’s finn 
stand and readiness to retaliate in the event of an attack on its 
territory, said the paper. It said that the Arabs hope that the 
Europeans would not be taken in by the hysterical outcries raised 
by the Zionists who have fabricated allegations against Iraq, 
accusing it of threatening the security of Israel. It is hoped that the 
Europeans will remain convinced that it is Israel, which is refusing 
the establishment of a lasting and just peace, and it is Israel which 
is harbouring aggressive intentions against the Arabs and not vice 
versa, the paper added. 


A columnist in Al Ra’i daily on Saturday appeals to all Arabs to 

exert whatever efforts they can to bring about a reconciliation 
between Iraq and Syria in the face of the common threat that 
comes from Israel. Abdul Rahim Omar says that Syria has always 
sought to achieve military parity with the Israeli enemy, and the 
Chance is now here to achieve that goal. Combining, the forces of 
Syria and Iraq and true solidarity between Baghdad and Damas- 
cus are bound to bring about the aspired objective, says toe 
writer. The Iraqis are bitter specially as Syria had taken a hostile 
stand during the lraq-Iran conflict, and they now hope that toe 
Syrians will change their stand and come to the aid of Iraq in toe 
event of an Israeli aggression, the writer notes. He says that 
should Israel succeed in launching a destructive Wow on Iraqs 
industrial and scientific installations, the whole Arab Nation, and 
Syria in particular will be weakend being the closest to Iraq. The 
writer points out that Israel has been in the practice of attacking 
Arab countries individually; and it is time for all Arabs to stand by 
each and every threatened Arab state. 


Sawt Al daily on Saturday warned of the continued influx 
of Jews from Eastern Europe into Palestine and said that the Jews 
of toe Soviet Union number around two million and they all are 
expected to come to the occupied Arab lands one day. The paper 
said that Eastern Europe also has Jews who wish to emigrate, and 
since Palestine is the only place open for their migration they are 
ai^n bound to end up there in the future. The paper said that the 
emigration of Jews to Palestine started immediately after the 
Bush-Gorbachev summit and the conspiracy has been growing 
and intensifying ever since. At toe same time Israel has been 
amassing a formidable nuclear arsenal over toe years to protect its 
expansionist moves backed by unlimited support from toe West, 
the paper added. 


Sunday Economic Pulse 


Floating brought interest down not up 

C i i/ .... «,rarierf CUI 


THE FLOATING interest rate 
on the dinar was a step that 
many called for since the early 
eighties. The Central Bank 
however was at the time fond 
of regulations- It used to dic- 
tate interest rates by decrees. 

In mid 1988. CBJ Anally 
discovered the virtues of allow- 
ing market forces influence in- 
terest rates, and allowing inte- 
rest rates to respond to changing 
toe floating system was formal- 
ly legalised in the CBJ law. 

Those who always resisted 
interest floating foresaw ex- 
tremely high rates resulting 
and feared this would kill in- 
vestments. They could not be- 
lieve that floating could mean 
higher or lower rates as the 


situation may call for. 

After two yearn of effective 
floating, and two months of 
formal floating, we witness a 
(hop in the interest rate. The 
interest on interbank deposits 
declined to the all-time low of 
six per cent last week. It is 
even lower than the Central 
Bank’s rediscount rate, the 
only rate that is determined by 
management. 

It is true that toe manage- 
ment of some commercial 
banks advised toeir customers 
of their intention to raise in- 
terest on their credit facilities, 
but, they simply believed that, 
under floatation, there is only 
one direction for interest rate, 
up. Now those managers are 


reconsidering toeir position, 
because they found themselves 
losing their best customers to 
other banks whose managers 
were able to understand the 
rules of the game and knew 
how to price toeir services and 
funds properly. 

Interest rates on deposits, 
which rose slightly during the 
past two years, have now 
posed for decline. The reason 
is that toe banks are too liquid, 
and that good borrowers are in 
short supply. 

On the face of it, toe eco- 
nomic' situation may call for 
higher interest rate on toe di- 
nar, due to lower exchange 
rate of the currency and higher 
inflation. If interest rates were 


going up, we would have 
understood that and seen it as 
normal- However, the decline 


was , . 

and perhaps temporary abund- 
of extra liquidity. Banks 
n sffri to dimip their cash surplu- 
ses on Petra Bank, which welcom- 
ed the funds that made up for its 
shortage of liquidity. Petra Bank 
used to pay over ten per cent 
on interbank deposits; lazy 
managers of commercial banks 
did not need to worry about 
investments and the attraction 
of potential borrowers. When 
Petra Bank’s bubble burst, 
those lazy, fearful] banks has- 
tened to withdr aw their de- 
posits from Petra, forcing the 
Central Bank to come in and 


fill the gap by injecting fresh 
foods into Petra to keep it 
afloat. The banks found them- 
selves with lots of extra funds 
that no other banks were will- 
ing to take. Finding new bor- 
rowers could not happen over- 
night. It was only natural for 
interest rates to drop. 


There is nothing that pre- 
vents interest rates from re- 
bounding up as soon as this 
transitional period is over. 
What is important is that the 
floating system allowed prices 
to respond to the new situa- 
tion. The lower rates will cre- 
ate new demand on funds and 
consequently encourage in- 
vestments and maintain toe 


badly needed equilibrium be- 
tween supply and demand. 

Market signal s ^ate the 

cheapest and most efficient de- 
terminant of prices. Those who 

tourist they ft*" ****** wcal 

broke, and got a hard lesson. 

Of wane many voices nay sffl 
try to appeal agaimt floating 
interest rates because it w 
advocated by the IMF- They 
think that reference wiU 
guarantee them a patriotic 
stand and secure mobthsa&Ofl 
of uniformed public opuriou 
Floating interest rate «» 
strongly and rcpeatwfiy advo- 
cated in this column since 
19S3, long before Jordan caSed 
on the IMF for help and 
advice. 



Papandreou 

seeks political 
comeback 


By 


Stephen 

Reuter 


Weeks 


ATHENS — Less than a year ago 
Andreas Papandreou was swept 
from office in an election defeat 
after a series of scandals that led 
many to declare his career was 
ruined. 

But today the former Greek 
prime minister is bade in the 
political mainstream, running 
hard in a general election on 
Sunday and telling voters his 
PanheUeoic Socialist Movement 
(Pasok) will regain its place as the 
largest party. Latest opinion polls 
put it in second place after the 
conservative New Democracy 
Party. 

Greece’s first Socialist prime 
minister, who dominated politics 
from the time of his landslide 
victory in 1981 until he was defe- 
ated in national elections last 
June, was at that time vilified and 
ridiculed daily in almost every 
newspaper. 

An extramarital affair with 
Dinritra Liani, an airline stewar- 
dess half his age, kept political 
satirists busy. 

Pasok was rocked by a series of 


Caine and Able 


To the Editor 


i INSPIRING and beneficial parables are quite abundant, and each 
is geared towards a certain unique moral, which is applicable 
according to one’s better judgement. Caine and Able, joined by a 
brotherly bond were separated by a negative power, greed. This 
divine parable has several conclusive connotations. If the 
brother’s case was subjected to litigations, most probably it would 
pause a controversial and perplexing case. They delved into 
severe competition to secure the divine Mess thus resulting in a 
fatal rivalry. Yet had they tried to cooperate and to consolidate 
their efforts, they would have fulfilled their aim expeditiously. 
Who is to be indicted? Lawyers would have readied an 
unanimous verdict of “Both guflty", because toe accused have 
allowed a third demonic party to manipulate toeir souls into the 


We are currently experiencing one of the most important 
phases of our lives, incorporating a rigorous restructuring process. 
This complex revision instigates patience and tolerance. The 
gravity of toe situation entails that we exercise extreme self- 
control and devotion averting loquacity and reverting to cogita- 
tion, in order to save our beloved country, Jordan and to sustain 
our national cohesion. We most com p rehend the divine advice 
and abide by its context and morals, with alacrity. Otherwise, all 
our efforts will be directed towards anarchy and chaos. We would 
become Caines and Abies, entangled in a definite confusion of 
cataclysmic proportions. Consequently, we most not forget that 
we are all Jordanians with a common vested goal, who utterly 
refuse to allow an aberration from our innate ethical and idealistic 
behaviour. We ought to be rational and quite subjective and 
desist from suspecting one another. It is both imperative and 
essential for us to detect and subdue toe lurking opportunists, the 
third party, that is seeking a to manipulate our souls and 
misguide us into the paradox of Caine and Able. Let ns all rccalL 
“He who's without a sin, shall cast a stone.” 

AH Maftn 


dreou and four other ministers to 
trial in a $200 million bank 
embezzlement case. 

In a separate case, Papandreou 
was charged with overseeing 
illegal telephone bugging while in 
office. The trials are pending. 

Despite the setbacks, 71-year- 
old Papandreou — who had 
open-heart surgery 18 months 
ago — kept his grip on Pasok and 
increased its strength in parlia- 
ment by three seats in November. 
He said this proved voters saw 
toe charges against him as a 
political vendetta and had not 
forgotten toe billions of dollars he 
pumped into an extensive social 
welfare state while in office. 

Papandreou never wavered 
during his year-long ordeal, only 
accepting political responsibility 
as toe tread of government and 
insisting “no mud will stick to 
me." 

“Only the personality of 
Papandreou held Pasok together 
and keept it from splitting into 
three or four factions daring the 
dark days last year,” said former 
minister Gerasimos Arsenis. 

Pasok purged some associated 
with tire scandals. Others who left 
disgust came back. Papan- 


Israel takes 


Iraq threat 
seriously 


By Nicolas B. Tatro 
The Associated Press 


in 


financial and political scandals 
which drove many of the party 
faithful to resign in disgust or 
disgrace. 

The voters handed him such a 
crushing defeat that some com- 
mentators said a decade of con- 
servative rule was at hand. 

So far they have been wrong. 

No party won an absolute 
majority in the 300-seat parlia- 
ment in June, or in a November 
vote. Since Papandreou’s defeat 
Greece has been ruled by weak 
coalitions. 

A third election on Sunday will 
try to resolve an economic and 
political crisis paralysing the 
country but so for opinion polls 
indicate that yet again there will 
be no outright winner. 

Latest polls give New Demo- 
cracy 44.4 per cent, compared to 
46.2 per cent and 148 seats in 
November. Pasok has 38.2 per 
cent, compared to 40.7 pm cent 
and 128 seals and the Commun- 
ists 10 per cent, compared to 10.9 
and 21 seats. 

The conservatives and Com- 
munists teamed up after last 
June’s vote and used their major- 
ity in parliament to send Papan- 


dreou looks healthier than he has 
in a year and his new wife — he 
married Tiani last July — cam- 
paigns at his side. 

“We will form a government 
within 24 hours after the result of 
tire election," he told one televi- 
sion interviewer. 

No one exports him to win an 
absolute majority and few expect 
Pasok to emerge as the largest 
party. But speculation has cen- 
tered on whether Pasok will form 
leftist coalition government 


with the Communists. 

Papandreou thinks it will. 

"The next government will 
made up of all democratic and 
progressive forces,” he said refer- 
ring to the Communists. Pasok 
and perhaps a seat or two from 
the ecologists. Such a coalition 
would have squeaked by with 1S1 
seats in November. 

For months the Communists 
have refused to deal with Pasok, 
especially if Papandreou — tire 
man they voted to send to trial — 
remained at the helm. 


TEL AVIV - Israel is taking 
seriously Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein’s threat to 
use chemical weapons if his 
coon try was affected with 
some officials calling for a 
gas mask in every house. 

But the new Middle East 
tensions are not likely to 
produce any immediate 
military conflict. 

One reason is that the 
signals coming from Israeli 
officials indicate there will 
be no attempt at this point 
to launch a strike like the 
Jane 1981 air raid on Iraq’s 
Osirak nuclear plant. 

“I think the message here 
• is: cool things down, don’t 
get into unnecessary escala- 
tion and a misreading of 
mentions,” said Dore Gold, 
a Middle East analyst at Tel 
Aviv University’s Jaffee 
Centre for strategic Studies. 

Officials here have issued 
statements stressing Israel 
had “no aggressive inten- 
tions” and noting a “pre - 
eruptive ” strike would not 
be risk free as it was in 1981 
because Iraq now had the 
ability to retaliate with mis- 
siles and warplanes that 
could reach Israel. 

Also, while there is con- 
cern about Iraq’s nuclear 
programme, it does not 
seem to be on the verge of 
producing an atomic 


weapon al Israel claimed in 
1981. 

Jaffee centre expert Joe 
Alpher said Iraq’s nuclear 
development was five to 10 
years away while space 
agency bead Yuval Neeman 
estimated three to five 
years. 

Israel’s reaction, for now, 
appeared confined to a 
strong showing of its tech- 
nological superiority - the 
launch of the Ofek-2 satel- 
lite, which required a 
powerful missile and soph- 
isticated electronic capabili- 
ties. 

Analysts here believe 
Iraq is also unlikely to initi- 
ate a mSztary action at this 
point, because it would in- 
vite a massive Israeli retaKar - 
tion. 

“I don’t think the Iraqi 
motivation for this verbal 
escalation is a desire to fight 
with Israel at this point," 
said Alpher. 

Writing in the liberal 
Haaretz . newspaper, military 
commentator Zeev Shift 
said president Hussein’s 
tough words were a reation 
to toe arrest of Iraqi agents 
in Britain while trying to 
purchase and ship to Iraq 
electronic triggers that 
could be used for atomic 
weapons. 

AJpher said the Iraqi 
president's record was a 
reason for concern, both 
because "he has used che- 


mical weapons i n the past 
and because he ignord toe 
high costs in starling a wat 
with Iran" 

“because he is unpredict- 
able and has a record for 
taking on more than he can 
cbew, we have to be con- 
cerned and be prepared and 
to take him seriously,” said 
Alpher . 

Gold said the Iraqi lead- 
er's remarks should shift the 
focus of concern away from 
the Palestinian uprising .to 
the overall Arab-Israefi 
conflict. 

“Saddam Hussein has- 
thrust the larger Arab- 
Israeli conflict back onto, 
toe world agenda after the 
intifada seemed to put it' 
into eclipse, ~ he said. 

“It will require rcassess- 
ment by both the United 
States and Israel of how to 
cope with the security chal- 
lenge posed by Iraq." he 
added. 

Right-wing politicians 
like Foreign Minister 
Moshe Arens picked up on 
toe theme, saying it was 
dear the real obstacle to 
peace was Arab radicalism 
and not Israeli settlement 
^folding in Jerusalem' 

' U ‘“Where is toe obstacle to 
peace in the Middle East?" 
Arens asked a mayors’ con- 
ference. "is it in Jeru- 
salem... or is it in Baghdad 
when Saddam Hussein says 
he has the chemical 
weaponry to wipe half of 
Israel off the earth?” 

Although the threat of 
military conflict seemed dis- 
tant, a variety of offirials 
stressed that Israel should 
step up its preparedness. 

Michael Dekel, an aide to 
caretaker Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir, urged toe 
government to order the 
immediate distribution of 
gas masks to every home. 
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Peanuts 





EN BREF 




LA SE MAINE D E ... 




Aimons-nous nos antiquity? 

Le Vo! de mosaiques 
omeyyades, qui aeu lira il y 
a quelques jours an ch&teaa 
d’al-Hallabat (Voir “En 
bref*) vient nous rappeier k 
U rteSM de la fuite de nos 
antiquites, et done (Tune 
partie de notre histoire. En 
1987; plnsienrs pieces 
avawnt en effet d£jft dis- 
pajrue d’Oum Qais, an nord 
da pays. Auparavant, on 
avail perdu la trace d’antres 
prddeux vestiges k Jerash. 

Selon tomes les informa- 
tions recueillics, le vol de la 
semaine demi&re a 6t6 co m mis par des “professionnels”. 
Prafitant de [’absence du gardien, k ITieure de llftar, et do 
manvais temps, les malfaiteiirs ont arraclte 30 m2 de 
mosalque color6e de 1’one des chambres du ch&teau 
historique. Ds y ont passd entre quatre et six heures, 
ablisant semble-t-fl un materiel sophistiqu6 poor s’emparer 
des fragments sans les eodommager. Precaution, qui laisse 
penser que leur but est de revendre l’ceuvre, 

Pour contrecarrer toute accusation de n6gligence, le 
directeur des Antiquit£s a ddclard & un quotidien local, 
qu’il est presque impossible d'assurer la garde des qnelque 
5.000 sites historiqnes de Jordanie, ne serait-ce que pour 
des raisons financi&res. Pour ma part, je pr6f6re aborder le 
sujet sous un angle beaucoup phis large que la simple 
negligence. 

Reconnaissons-le: nos g< uvemements successifs 
n’avaient pas de politique consistante k 1’dgard de nos 
antiquitds. Certes, nous disposons d’un ddpartement spdd- 
fique, mais-son r61e demeure presqu’ exclusive me nt admi- 
nistratif. Nous avons des cursus d’archdologie danc nos 
universites, mais cela n’emp£che pas que la grande parde 
des fo allies de rester l’ceuvre des Franqais, des AUemands, 
des Britanniques et des Antericains. Des tdmoignages 
.prestigieux de notre pass£ se trouvent par ailleurs exposes 
au Louvre k Paris, k Berlin ou aux Etats-Unis. 

Certes, nous apprenons k nos enfants que notre pays est 
riche en antiquites et ils redennent par cceur les noms de 
Jerash, de Petra on de l’amphith£&tre remain d’ Amman 
Mais cela ne constitue pas une preuve de notre amour on 
de notre appreciation de ces antiquites. 11 suffit de visiter 
certains sites pour constater notre manque d’attention, 
sinon notre abandon de ces vestiges. 

Tout semble se passer comme si nous avions une vision 
purement pragmatique de nos sites historiqnes. Nous 
voulons qu’Os nous rapportent des devises, sans avoir & 
faire l’effort itecessaire pour les proteger, les entzetenir et 
les promouvoir. Or, Ie gouvernement met aujourdlmi 
Faccent snr le ddveloppement du tonrisme, considers 
comme on secteur 6conomique cl6. Mais notre pays ne pent 
devenir un pdte d’aftraction important, que si nous y 
tzavaiUons. Prix raisopnables, confort, distractions, font 
partie des param&tres incontoumables . Or, nous av6ns 
rarement pens6 & presenter nos antiquites sous one forme 
agitable, k faefliter leur acc&s et k les mettre en valenr via 
one publicity dynantique. 

Pourqnoi n’accordons-nous pas assez d’attention k nos 
antiquitds? S’agit-il uniquement d’un manqne de moyens, 
comme on le rdp&te si souvent? Je ne le crois pas. Au fond, 
la sanvegarde et la promotion du patrimoine national fait 
partie de la structure culturelle et historique d’une nation. 
Cest one marque de civilisation. 

De mani&re fividente, nous avons encore beaucoup k 
faire poor dormer ft aimer nos antiquites. Je dirais m&ne 
que cela fait partie de notre Education et de notre identity 
nation ales. Combien de nos compatriotes visitent chaque 
ann£e nos musses et sites historiques? Combien, parmi 
eux, connaissent les details de nos monuments? De 
combien de guides bi- ou trilingues disposons-nous? 11 y a 
quelques mois, une enseignante s’est £toim6e de voir que 
de nombreux 61dves et habitants de Zarqa passent quoti- 
diennement devant le cb&teau Chabib, sans rien connaitre 
de son histoire et de son importance. 

La protection de nos antiquites deviendra tealite quand 
les responsables adopteront une politique digne cTelles et 
de notre histoire. H est notamment temps d’augmenter le 
budget du dgpartement des Antiquit 6s et de mettre sur 
pied des programmes, en collaboration avec les universites, 
pour la promotion et la sauvegarde systematiques des sites 
du royaume. Parce qu’il ne s’agit pas d’un investissement 
dans le pass6, mais bien plntdt dans le pr6sent et m&me le 
futur. 


II rapporte 2 millions de dinars par mois au ministdre des Finances 


Le cadastre: un bon plan 


Ng en 1926 et dgfimtfvement structure depuis 
1953, date de la nomination de son premier directeur 
ggngral jordanien, le service du cadastre compte 
aujourd’hui phis de 1.100 employes et rapporte ft 
l’Etat quelque 24 millions de dinars par an. Explica- 
tion: les transactions de terrains vont bon train, 
meme s T il reste plus de 70,6% du tenitoire national 
k mettre en plans. 




L’iafommdsation du cadastre se rdfUe o6cessaire f vu la t&che qu’il reste i accompBr. 


Install^ ft djebel al-Wcibdch, le 
d6partement du cadastre jorda- 
uien est im service public qui pdse 
lourd. Niinteriqoement, (Tabord: 
Ahmad Jamal Hussein, son direc- 
teur g6n6ral par interim depuis 
septembre 1989, se trouve en 
effet k la tete de pins de 1.100 
salaries, repartis en trois sections 
(administration, enregjstrement 
et dquipes de terrain). Economi- 
quement, ensuite: il rapporte k 
hri tout seal quelque 24 millioas 
de dinars par an aux Finances, 
son ministerc de tutelle. 

D est vrai que le cadastre fut 
I’une des premieres institutions 
de la Transjordame, dfts sa libera- 
tion du joug ottoman au lende- 
mam de la premiere guerre mon- 
diale. Le traite de Lausanne, 
sign£ en juiflet 1923, ordonna ft la 
Torquie vain cue de tivrer k son 
ancienne colonie Fensemble des 
documents fonders la concer- 
nant. Trois ans plus tard, naissait 
le premier service d’enregistre- 
ment des biens fonders, dote de 7 
bureaux rfcgionara, dont un k 
Amman , alors petite bourgade 
parmi d'antres: • j 

«Sa premi^Te t&che conasta k 
mettre fin aux eternelles et meur- 
trieres quereQes de tenitoire en- 
tre tribus, en deiimitant les com-: 
mimes*, rappelle Kamel Nasra- 
wi, directeur du service de docu- 
mentation et de photographic du 
cadastre, ok il travaOle depuis 25 
ans. Pour ce faire, le “Lands 
Department” de l’6poque, place 
sous la direction des Britanni- 
ques, combina les m6tbodes h6ri- 
t6es de Tempire et le systeme de 
triangulation, introduit sur les 
deux rives do Jourdain par la 
Grande-Bretagne. 

«Ainsi a pu commencer ie tra- 
vail de repartition des proprtetes, 
poursuit Kamel Nasrawi. Des 
plans ont 6t6 etablis, au cours des 
ann6es 1930». Plans manuels, qui 
r6guti&rement mis 4 jour, consti- 
tuent encore au.jourd’bui, dans 
bien des cas, les seuls documents 
disponibles. Car le cadastre du 
royaume bach&rrite est encore 
loin d’etre acbev6. 

<21.000 des 90.000 km2 du 
tenitoire national ont 6t6 mis sur 
plan, prfidse Hnsam Azar, direc- 
teur du service des statistiqnes et 
cfaarg6 des relations pubhques. 
ne repr6sente qu’im pen plus 


de 23^% des terres, mais e’est l k 
que vit la grande majority de la 
population*. De fait, les princi- 
pal es zones encore vierges de tout 
bomage offidel, sont constitutes 
des d&erts de 1’est et du sud-est 
jordaniens. Regions, qui «appar- 
tiennent pour la phipart k 1’Etat*. 
assure-t-il. 

Bien qu’il leur reste beaucoup, 
de pain sur la planche k dessin, 
les responsables du cadastre se 
montrent plntdt optimist es. Surt- 
out depuis 1’entrte en service du 
centre informadque national, en 
1987. «B s’agit d'un systtme, mis 
en chan tier avec l’aide des Na- 
tions Unies, qui nous permet 


A refaire. Depuis puts d'un 
ah, le service du cadastre nour- 
rit le projet de rtviser tons les 
plan* d’ Amman. Et plus pr6- 
ckgmmgnt, Ai Grand Amman , 
depuis le regronpement, en 
1985, (Tune trentaine de com- 
munes hmitrophes de la capi- 
tale. Une remise k jour, qn’im- 
pose notamment le boom im- 
mobilier des 20 derni&res 
anntes. 

«Les plans, dont nous dis- 
posons actuellement, datent de 
1933, scrub gne Kamel Nasrawi. 
A l’tpoque, il y avait de nom- 
breuses terres agricoles. An- 
jourd’hui, tout est constnht et 
nous avons besom de relevts 
pteds, k des tcfaelles plus 
grandes*. Une ntcessht, que 
ressentent d'antres pouvoirs 
publics. Les telecommunica- 
tions, les services des eaux et 
de 1’tlectricite, notamment, ne 
seraient pas IScbts d’y voir eux 
anssi un peu plus clair 
l'enchevttrement urbain. 

Pom mener k bien cette mis- 
sion, le cadastre s’est tonrnt 
l’an dernier vers la France, et 
pins ptecisemment vers son In- 
stitut gtographique national 
QGN). En join 1989, deux 


notamment de disposer d’un in- 
dex nominal des propriety fon- 
ci&res et de dessmer des plans en 
quelqnes minutes*, souligne 
Hnsam Azar. Entre 1980 et 1983, 
le ddpartement s'£tait par ailleurs 
dote d'dquipements de teTTain de 
pointe, dont des “viseurs-enreg- 
istreurs au laser”, 6galement 
foumis par le PNUD (projet des 
Nations Unies pour le dlveloppe- 
meot). 

Cest avec ce materiel, que 
travaillent actuellement les 
g6om^tres. en mission k Mafraq, 
dans le nord-est du pays, ou 
encore k Ma'an et Tafileh, dans le 
sud. «Pour ces premiers relev6s. 


experts de 1TGN ont 6t6 
accneillis k Amman pour met- 
tre sur pied le projet. Dans ie 
m£me temps, le directeur 
g&teral du cadastre de l’6po- 
que, Badri MuDri, accompagrte 
de quelqnes collaborateurs se 
rendait en France. 

Le projet, fin pr£t de longs 
mois, achope cependant sur la 
question de son financement. 
«Le cofit total des travanx, qui 
doivent s’6ta!er sur 5 ans, 
s’6lfeve k 21 millions de bancs' 
[prfcs de 3,7 millions de dol- 
lars], ptedse-t-on du c6te fran- 
gais. Nous proposons de tegler 
environ 20% des d6penses». 

Reste & trouver les 80% res- 
tants. «des ministres des Fi- 
nances a adreste un message la 
semaine demiire k Paris, indi- 
quant que le gouvernement 
tenait & ce projet et nous allons 
so Ilid ter Paidc de la CEE et 
des Nations-Unies*, assure-t- 
on k djebel aJ-Weibdeh. L’ave- 
rrir du nouveau cadastre d’ Am- 
man sera en tout cas T6g}6 dans 
les semaines qui viexment, de- 
vant la Grande Commission 
des projets, qui doit se teunir. 
au ministere du Han. 

A. R. 


En projet avec la France 

Un nouveau cadastre dn Grand Amman 

Le service dn cadastre jordanien envisage de refaire tons 
les plans de la momripaHtt dn Grand Amman, en coopera- 
tion avec l’lnstttnt g£ograpliiqne national de France. Un 
projet, estinte ft 21 mShons de francs, en mal de finance- 

ilMfllt, 


on demande ft tous les prop- 
ridtaires ou soit-disant prop- 
riftaires de fournir ft nos dquipes 
tous les documents qu’ils possft- 
dent, explique Husara Azar. Une 
fois ie bomage termini, nous 
reportons les ^valuations, en sur- 
faces et valeurs finand tines, sur 
des matrices proviso ires. Ces der- 
niftres sont ensuite mises ft la 
disposition du public dans les 
mairies. Les gens ont un mois 
pour faire part de leurs reclama- 
tions*. 

Les dollances des quelque 
600.000 propriltaires fonders du 
royaume sont plutdt rares, fait-on 
remarquer au cadastre. «Meme 
dans les r^ions tribales, comme 
celle des Bani Sakhr, que nous 
avons “eDcadastrle” peu aprfts 
1970, les chefs nous viennent eu 
aide. Cs connaissent chaque re- 
coin par son nom et assi stent nos 
glomfttres pour Iviter tout 
malentendu*, assure Kamel Nas- 
rawi. D arrive, cependant, que 
deux famiUes se disputent un 
lopin de terre. «Si aucun accord ft 
(’amiable n’intervient, le dossier 
est re mis entre les mains de I'un 
des trois juges des tribunaux 
civils, dltachls auprfts de nos 
services. Cest lui qui entend les 
deux parties et prend la decision 
finale et irrevocable*, pouisuit-il. 

Des matrices definitives sont 
ensuite editees. Une copie reste ft 
Amman et les autres prennent le 
chemin des 30 bureaux tegionaux 
d’enregistrement, dont depen- 
dent les terrains. «Les prop- 
rietaires peuvent ensuite venir 
retirer leurs actes officiels de 
propriete. Ds doivent alors s'ac- 
qiritter d’une taxe, proportionnel- 
!e ft la valeur de leurs biens*. 
ptedse Htisam Azar. Une taxe, 
dont le montant s’llftve ft 1^% de 
i’estimation du cadastre. «Si 
1’acte est retire plus de 18 mois 
aprfts sa publication, elle passe ft 
3%», ajoute-t-il. 

Mais 1ft ne reside pas l’essentiel 
des imposantes recettes du cadas- 
tre jordanien. Elies pro viennent 
en effet majoritairement des im- 
pdts, pteleves sur les operations 
de transaction. Operations, qui 
passent de bout en bout par son 
mterm£diaire, la profession de 
notaire n’existant pas dans le 
royaume. 

«En cas de vente ou d’achat de 
terrain, les deux contiactants doi- 
vent obligatoirement passer par 
les bureaux d’enregistrement. ex- 
plique Kamel Nasrawi, Nous 
faisons alors une nouvelle evalua- 
tion des parce lies concemles. Si 
tout concorde, le vendeur paye 
une taxe, equivalente ft 4% du 
prix fixe. Celle de l’acheteur 
s’eiftve ft 6%». En dair, 1’Etat 
empoche 10% du montant de la 
transaction. 

Cette ponction finandftre per- 
met chaque mois au tresor public 
de r6colter quelque 2 millions de 
dinars. Une coquette somme, qui 
temoigne de la vitalite du maiche 
fonder en Joidanie. «Hyaeu un 
grand bourn entre 1972 et 1983, 
remarque Husam Azar. Aptes 
une stagnation de quelques 
annees, les transactions ont repris 
en force ft partir de 1988, avec la 
chute du dinar. Les recettes du 
mois d'aofit de cette annle-lft ont 
mime atteint un record: 4 mil- 
lions de dinars*. Les manoeuvres 
splculatives de qndques rusls 
investisseuis n’y sont d’ailleurs 
pas dranglres. «I1 arrive parfois 
qu’un m&me terrain change de 
main 4 ft 5 fois en quelques 
semaines*, reconn ait Kamel Nas- 
rawi. 


Alain Renon. 



For ad your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door -1 o-door Service, 

Ticketing and 

Reservation needs, 

please call: 

A\m KA WAR & SONS 

. Abdel Hamid Sbaraf Street 
Shmcisani 

P.O. Box 7806 
Amman. Jordan ' • 
Tel. 604676. 604696 



The fast & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
Hi Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabai Amman, near 
AhUyyahGirisSchooi 


Open daily 12^)0-3:30 

p.m. 

6:3Q-Mkhugjit 

- TeL 638968 


RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 



Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALLSOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Taka away avaBabf 

OpendaUv 12:00- 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road -near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 / 


I The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room_I 


HAirOTII 

| |^Z«|I|I= 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTLJO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


/ CHEN'S v 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque far 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

. 6:30 -Midnight / 


STUDIO HAIG 

■ * \ 

Profcsskmaf Quality in 
1 Hour Servkfe 
Develop your colour fihn at 
our riiop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

*** 30% torpor 

• From mnlargm- 
20x30 


Shmdsam - Opp. Grintflays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



LUNCH & DINNER 

Jlliliilii 



F 




k 


Th eRegBKyFblooe Ho tel 

Dally Ramadan Iftar 
Buffet 

at Swimming Pool 

AL^LALD 

Roof Top Restaurant 

JD 7.000 for adults 
JD 3300 for chlltfren 
Forraservatlon 
call $$0000-15 

* 
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R6chanffenenL La Jordanie nommera prochainement un ambas- 
sadeur en Li bye, ont anoonce mardi les autorit6s, en ajoutant que 
Tripoli avait de son cdte offidellement exprimd le souhait de teonvrir 
son ambassade ft Amman. Une dgtegation de parlemeniaires du 
royaume hach6mite se rendra par ailleurs dans les prochaines 
semaines ft Tripoli, dans le cadre de la normalisation entre les deux 
pays. La Jordanie avait rompu ses relations diplomatiques avec la 
Libye en fevrier 1984, aprfts la mise ft sac et l’incendie de son 
ambassade. Le 23 septembre 1987, Amman avait annonc€ dans un 
bref communique qu’elle renouait avec Tripoli. Une reconciliation 
plutdt “tifed-:” ft l*£poque et qui n’avait pas donn£ lieu ft un ^change 
d’ambassadeurs. 

Rdhicthm. Crise finandftre oblige, le gouvernement a d6ddfi de 
teduire, ft partir de juillet prochain, le nombre des fonctionnaires de 
pses ambassades. Cette mesure d’austfirite concerns des conseillers et 
des attaches, ainsi que le personnel non diplomatique travaillant dans 
38 ambassades jordaniennes. Elle devrait toucher pits de 50 
peisonnes et pennettre au trfesor public d’6conomiser un miUion de 
dinars. 

Defection. Un soldat jordanien, qui s’ltait infiltte dans la nuit de 
dimanche a lundi demiers en Cisjordanie occup6e, a 6t6 arrfete la 
lendemain matin par l’anitee isra61ienne. Le conscrit avait franchi la 
ligne de cessez-le-fen avec son arme chargee en ouvrant une bteche 
dans les barbells install 6s dans la tegion de Jericho. Cet incident 
porte ft sept le nombre de tentatives d’ infiltrations ft partir de la 
Jordanie, enregistrdes depuis Ie d6but de l’ann£e. 

Assasrinat. Un Palestinien du camp de r6fugi6s de Baq’a, au nord 
d’ Amman, a £te abattu lundi soir de plusieurs balles titees par deux 
indhridus masqites. La victime, un vendeur de cassettes vid£o ftg6 de 
31 ans, 6tait membre du Front populaire de liberation de la Palestine 
(FPLP de Georges Habache). H s’agirait cependant d’un crime 
crapuleux, selon la police, qui estime que «la vente par la victime de 
cassettes 6rotiques [a sans doure] pouss6 ses agresseuis* ft le tuer. 

Jerusalem. Le roi Hussein a affirml mardi ft Amman que la 
resolution du S6nat am6ricain, clamant que *J6nisalem est et doit 
rester la capitale cf Israel*, «nuit aux efforts de paix au Proche- 
Orieut*. Cette d6daration «6branle meme I’espoir de parvenir ft la 
paix*, a notamment d£clar£ le souverain hach6mite, dans une 
declaration ft 1’agence Petra. Il a par ailleurs releve -que *Ia 
proclamation par Israel de Jerusalem comme ville unifi£e et comme 
sa capitale est contraire ft la resolution 242 du Conseii de de securite 
[des Nations Unies] et constitue une violation du droit international, 
qui interdit l’occupation ou l’annexion par la force du tenitoire 
d’autrui*. 


Sootien. R6uni en session extraordinaire ft Tunis ft la deman de de 
Bagdad, le Conseii de la Ligue arabe s’est engage jeudi ft defendre 
l’lrak en cas degression israeiienne et mis en garde l’Etat hdbreu 
contre tonte attaque visant ce pays «sous n’importe quel ptetexte*. 
Le m£me jour, les quatre ministres des Affaires etrangftres du 
Conseii de cooperation arabe (CCA), reams en session extraordi- 
naire ft Amman, ont eux aussi teaffirme leur solidarite avec l’lrak. Ils 
ont egalement appeie ft faire du Procbe -Orient one «zone d6nud6ari- 
s6e*. Ces prises de positions interviennent aprfts la deterioration des 
relations entre Londres et Bagdad, cons£cutives ft l’execution, Ie 15 
mars en Irak, du joumaiiste Farzad Bazoft puis ft I’an nonce par les 
Britanniques de la d6couverte, la semaine derniftre, d’un trafic de 
composants de detonateurs nucldaires au profit de I Irak. Le 
president Saddam Hussein avait violemment r£agi lundi, en affirmant 
que son pays disposait d’une «arme binaire chimique* et qu’il 
detruirait «la moitie d’Israel* en cas d’attaque. 

Satellite. Dix-neuf mois aprfts avoir place sur orbite son premier 
satellite, Israel vient de connaitre un deuxiftme succfts en lan^ant 
mardi OFEK-2. Satellite dvil, comme son pi6d6cesseur, OFEK-2 
reste cependant un point d’imerrogation. L’Etat hebrea, qui l’a 
construit de bout en bout, n’a en effet pas r£v6ie ses objectifs ni ses 
caracteristiques. 

Tactjque. Le president hbanais Elias Hraoui a accepte jeudi one 
alliance tactique avec le chef de la mi lice chretienne des Forces 
libanaises (FL), Samir Geagea, pour free ft leur ennemi commun, le 
general Michel Aoun. M. Hraoui a notamment dedal* qu’il avait 
l’intention de repondre favorablement ft la demande, faite la veQle 
par Samir Geagea, de prendre le contrdle des casernes du “pays 
chtetien", dont les FL se sont empate depuis le dedenchement des 
bostilites interchretiennes. le 31 janvier. 

Periple. Cinq tenateurs americains, dont le chef de la minorite 
tepubUcaine Robert Dole, ont entante hier un periple de neuf 
jours au Prodie-Orient, dans Fespoir de venir en aide au 
processus de paix. Les cinq parlementaires avaient annonce jeudi 
leur intention de se rendre en Syrie, en Jordanie, en Egypte et en 
Israel pour s’entretenir avec les dirigeants de chacun de ces pays. 

Ds ont 6te re^us, avant leur depart, par George Bush. Le 
porte-parole de la Maison Blanche a cependant soulign* que les 
cinq senateuis n’etaient porteurs d’aucun message du president 
des Etats-Unis. 

Sommet. Le protibaio sommet americano-sovietique aura lieu plus 
tdt que pr6vu. George Bush et Mikhail Gorbatchev se retrouveront 
en effet du 30 mai au 3 juin, a annonce Washington, sans toutefois 
ptectserle lieu de la rencontre. Les imperatifs de politique interieure 
en URSS, notamment la preparation du 28&me congrfcs du Parti 
communis te, expliquent en grande partie ce changement de calen- 
drier. 


Contrat. La firme automobile italienne Fiat devrait pouvoir ouvrir 
prochainement une usine eu Iran, aprfts Faccord condu jeudi ft Rome 
par la commission mixte italo-iranienne. Teheran s’est en effet 
engage ft payer ft l’ltalie la note des travaux d'am6nagement du port 
de Bandar-Abbas, realises avant la Revolution de 1979 et dont le 
cofit s'eiftve ft quelque 480 millions de dollars. L’assainissement des 
relations financiftres entre les deux pays devrait done pennettre ft Fiat 
d’installer en Iran une chaine de montage de 150.000 v6hicules par an 
et de supplanter ainsi le projet du constructed frangais Peugeot, lui 
aussi sur les rangs. 

Go n v er ne men t. Le ptesident de FUnion chr6ti enne-d £ mocrate de 
RDA, Lothar de Maiziftre, 50 ans, a 6t6 chargd jeudi ft une 6crasante 
majorite par le Parlement est-allemand de former le premier 
gouvernement du pays d£mocratiquement 61u. Des negotiations se 
sont aussitdt engages entre les trois partis conserva tears de 
F Alliance pour l’Allemagne pour permettre au nouveau premier 
minis tre de presenter son cabinet le 11 avril. Par ailleurs, le 
gouvernement ouest-allemand a indiqu* cette semaine qu’Q 6tait 
d £tid£ ft boucler l’union moufitaire entre les deux Allemagne avant 
les Elections locales du 6 mai en RDA. 


Aux tunes. Les prochaines Elections gdnfirales eu bulgarie se 
ddrouleront le 10 juin, a annonce jeudi le president Petar Mladenov. 
Un deuxiftme tour est ptevu le 17 join. Les 61ecteurs bulgares auront 
ft choisir 200 d6put6s au suffrage majoritaire et 200 autres ft la 
proportionnelle. L’Assemblfee constimante elite aura pour t&che 
priori pale d’£la borer en 18 mois une nouvelle constitution pour le 
pays. 


Mal aintee. Margaret Thatcher est le premier ministre anglais le plus 
impopulaire depuis un demi-stftde, si Fon en croit le sondage pnUid 
vendredi par le “Daily Telegraph” (droitc). La dame de fer ne 
recueiDe en effet que 24% d’opmion favorable. L’opposhion 
travaSliste se voit, elle, gratiftee d’une avance record de 24 J points 
sur les conservateure dans les intentions de votes des Britanniques. 


Asfle. Le gouvernement franqais a d6dd6 mercredi de tripler le 
nombre des magistrals charges d’examiner les demandes d’asile 
d6pos6es par des Strangers tefogi^s en France, afin de faire face an 
nombre croissant de ces denriftres et de tesorber les quelque 20.000 
dossiers en attente. Le conseii des ministres s’est notamment 
prononc£ en f aveur de Foctroi aux magistrate de la Cour des comptes 
on des tribunaux administr arifs des prerogatives de president de la 
Commisston des recours. Commission, charg6e d' examiner en appel 
les demandes rejetees par l’Office frangais de protection des te farife 
et apatrides (OFPRA). ^ 
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Rencontres Arafat-Carter-Mitterrand a Paris 


L’ex-pr&ideEit m&icain Jiauny Carter et Yasser 
Arafat se scat estretesos poor ia premiere fois mercredi 
a Pans. Les deux bonuses avaient aoparavaai regus 
par Se president Francois Mitterrand. Ces rencontres, 
qualifi&s d' «historiques» par Is dirigsant pakstmiec, 
constituent un encouragement et une caution de !a 
politique pacfique, qu’il im prime a 3’OLP depais novem- 
fcre 1988. 


«n est urile pour moi de ren- 
contrer les dirigeanls qui peuvent 
prendre des decisions et M. Ara- 
fat en fait dairement partie. II fait 
tout son possible ces demiers 
raois ■'Our promouvoir le proces- 
sir paix [au Proche-Orient]*. 

Ce : propos flaneurs oat £t£ 
adress^s mercredi soir a Pans au 
chef de l’OLP par Jimmy Carter, 
ft Tissue de la premiere rencontre, 
jamais organise entre les deux 
hommes. Lancien president des 
Etats-Unis, qui s'est entretenu 
pendant une heure en tete-d-tete 
avec Yasser Arafat, apr&s une 
reunion ft trois avec le president 
frangais Frangois Mitterrand, 
s’est mime fendu d’un satisfedt 
appuyg. en excluant son interlo- 
oiteur du nombre des respons- 
ables. qui «en Israel, parmi les 
Palestiniens. les Syriens. les 
Jardaniens et les Libanais* ne 
reprise ntem pas «de manifire 
adequate les aspirations ft la paix 
de leurs 'cuples*. 

Le president de ia centrale 
oalestinienne a. pour sa part, 
“stime les deux entrevues * im- 
port antes, voire historiques*. 
Elies constituent, en tout cas, de 
•'avis des observateurs. une dou- 
ble caution de la politique pacin- 
que qu'il imprime a 1’OLP depuis 
!e Congres national palestinien 
d'Alger en novembre 1988. A 
Vgpoque, le CNP, tout en decr£- 


tam la naissance de T "Etat de 
Palestine*, avait en effet rsconnu 
le droit ft i 'existence d 'Israel. 
Mai ere les blocages actuels, 
notamment de la part des 
dirigeants de TErat hibreu. les 
rencontres de Paris encouragent 
Yasser Arafat & persgvgrer dans 
cette voie. 

Ce dernier attend d’une part de 
Jimmy Carter, transforme en 
“Monsieur boas offices”, qu'il 
plaide la cause palestinienne au- 
pres de Washington. L'anden 
president a «bien entendu ren- 
contre (...) George Bush avant 
son depart pour Paris*, a-t-il 
affirme, ajoutant qu'il en irait 
sans doute de meme ft son retour 
aux Etats-Unis. Un optimisme 
nlanmoins temper par l’in- 
teresse. qui a souligne le carac- 
tdre «privg* de son initiative, tont 
en assurant qu'il en rendrait com- 
pte aux autoritls de son pays «si 
elles le lui demandaient*. La 
Maison Blanche a. quant ft elle, 
tenu a rappeler jeudi que M. 
Carter *n’est pas un emissaire de 
[son] gouveraement*. 

L’autre impact de revenement 
de mercredi est la remise sur 
orbite de la France dans les 
efforts de paix au Proche-Orient. 
La rencontre Carter-Arafat s'est 
dgroutee & Paris a la demande du 
leader et non ft Stockholm, com- 
me T avail sugg£r£ 1’ex-prfsident 



La rufcrjque da Flavis Romero 
j Lss frtssoiss de M. Dapoaarossismitfe 

| Are Egeria , 

A propos de tentes, les Strangers poss&dem des cana- 
diennes, parfaitement Stanches et herm£tiques, qui, usitees 
dans le desert, me donnent ft la fois une envie irresistible de 
rire et de pleurer. Je vais te raconter la ballade de Monsieur 
Duponrossismith avec un groupe d’atnis. 

Notre Occidental, amoureux de la nature, assoiffd 
d'aventure, epris de liberty, quitte la contrainte de la ville. 
du trafic, de sa maison et de son bureau et part pour un 
week-end dans le desert. II aimerait bien faire le voyage k 
dos de chameau, mais ou trouver le temps? II se plie a la 
nlcessite et fait des kilometres enfermd dans la cabine d’un 
4x4 plein comme un ceuf, qui sent V essence et laisse 
deniftre lui une trainee d'oxyde de carbone puante. II 
debarque finalement dans le d£sert, tr£s loin de “tout". 

Courbattu, les mains aux reins, ii se tortille pour se 
delier... Un petit rot, un petit pet, le libftrent de toils les 
kilometres qui Font vu ballote au grl des pistes. II tourne 
un regard appreciates et dominate ur tout autour de lui. 
L’horizon lui appartient. II commence done par prendre 
tout de suite possession de cette vastitude: il descend la 
rente et la monte (ce qui prend un bon moment); il descend 
la table aussi (voyez comme elle est legftre et peu 
encombrante), les chaises assorties (elles aussi occupent un 
rien d'espace). le liquide anti-moustiques. les assiettes, les 
verres, les couverts. les serviettes en papier, les kleenex,. 
puis la glaciftre des boissons. les thermos d'eau, la glaciftre 
du diner (salade de pommes de terre, salade de chou k la 
mayonnaise, toutes sortes de viandes et de saussices k faire 
griller. dessert, fruits, cafg et pousse-cafg) et la glaci&re du 
petit dejeuner (tarte aux pommes, cereales et lait. fromage, 
ceufs, jambon. Nescafe, the, cafg). ciel! Que je suis 
betel J’ai oublie le cacao. Tant pis. on va s’en passer-. 

Le grill, dernier module, dgbarqus aussi et notre ami 
allume le charbon avec un liquide (puant), qui fait la 
besogne vite ct bien (avec un peu de patience. 1'odeur 
disparait) et il allume un grand feu de bois. CTest si beau de 
regarder les flammes... Sans compter que cela effraye les 
fauves. 

M. Duponrossismith est fatigug. mais, plein d’e- 
ithousiasme et de joic de vivre, ii se rend k peine compte 
que le soieil se couche et que I’horizon, k 1’ouest, est 
.■mbrase. *6 que e'est beau». dit-il enfin. B n'y a vraiment 
personne ft cent miiles a ia ronde. il pourrait meme se 
perdre. Non. jamais: il a fait rgviser sa voiture avant de 
■artir, il e de 1'essence en reserve, des bonnes cartes, la 
ooussole. le sextant, les jumeiles, sans compter que ces 
• us restes en vilie savent a pen prfts oil il est. Tout de 
meme, cette aventure dans la solitude lui donne un 
d’Mideux frisson de peur. 

Toutes ces taches accomplies. il decide finalement d’aller 
faire un petit (fagon de dire) pipi, qu'il retienc depuis 
quelques temps. Il vise d’un jet chaud et blond un lizard, 
qui ne se laisse pas faire et s'enfiiit svelte sous un buisson de 
thym. Le dernier geste, bref et habituel, se fige; du coin de 
1'ocil. notre ami voit un chameau avec Bedouin en selle, qui 
Je regarde m, dgsabusgs. M. Duponrossismith ramasse les 
brins de sa dignite et de son sens de l'imniour. bredouille 
un ♦saiamalekum- et rengaine son bien. Finalement. sa 
famille et ses amis reunis, on dine. On se gave avec d£lice, 
e’est bon. somptueux meme. 

La nuit est tombee tre^s vite. On 'oavarde, on chante, on 
raconte des histoires plus ou moins osees. originates ou 
rassies. Lc feu. qui if a plus gte entretenu, commence a 
decliner. Monsieur Duponrossismith decide d’aller se 
coucher. Vous auriez beau insister pour qu’il reste dans 
i'obscurite, en silence, a observer les Itoiles et “sentir” le 
desert. Une peur prefondement encree lui fait imaginer des 
legions de scorpions. hyftnes et viperes, pretes k 1'attaquer. 
flamberge au vent. 

La dcmi&re image que vous auriez de nos amis serait 
cclie de leurs posterieurs et de la plante de leurs pieds , 
quand, a quarre pattes. i!s pgn&trenl dans (eurs canadiea- 
n;s et zz.-.ipl s’enferment dans ces kystes sur ia peau du 

disert. 

Las ^toiles, lointaines et froides. scintill' , nt. 

Ysh Egeria . j’espdre t’avoir am usee. C etait un peu 
ireije, mars si vrai? 


am£ricain. Yasser Arafat n'a 
d’aillcurs pas cacb£ les raisons de 
son choix, en qualifiant d' «effec- 
tif» le r61e de la France, «par les 
relations qa'elle eatretient avec 
les Etats de la r£gion» et par sa 
«ttenomm£e internationale*. 
L’Hcxagone. a-t-il ajout£, a une 
♦position £quilibr£e» dans le con- 
flit isradlo-arabe et le prudent 
Mitterrand est «un homme de 
prindpe, qui jouit d’un grand 
respect, non seulement au sein du 
people palestinien, mais 6gale- 
raent k Tdchelle mondiale*. 

Le ouni£ro un de 1'OLP est 
meme alle plus loin en souhaitant 
rencontrer le nouveau premier 
ministre isra£lien, Shimon Peres, 
en France. «Si cela ponvait se 
faire k Paris, ce serait bien'venu. 
Pourquoi une telle rencontre ne 
pourrait se faire k 1’ELysde une 
deuxifeme fois?*, a-t-il notam- 
ment d£clar£. La proposition de- 
meure £videmment prematurde. 
D’une part, le chef du Parti tra- 
vail liste israfilien vient tout juste 
d’affirmer qu'il dispose d’une ma- 
jority suffisante pour former im 
nouveau cabinet. D'autre part, 
Tel Aviv a exprim£ son mecon- 
tentement, k la suite des entre- 
riens Arafat-Carter-Mitterrand. 
«n faut se rappeler que e’est le 
meme Arafat qui, il y a quelques 
jours seulement, dtait aux cot£s 
de M. Saddam Hussein, le presi- 
dent irakien, et qui a affirmfi qu’il 
combattrait Israel avec les mis- 
siles irakiens*, a indiqu£ jeudi k 
Jerusalem le porte-parole du 
minist&re israeiien des Affaires 
etrangeres. 

Une condemnation identique a 
accompagne la qua tri Sene visile 
du president de 1’OLP jeudi et 
vendredi a Rome. Une visite, au 
cours de laquelle ce dernier a 6t6 
regu par les dirigeants italiens, 
puis, avant- hicr, par le pape 
Jean-Pa ul Q. A Tissue de ce 
tete-A-tete priv6 de 20 minutes, 
Yasser Arafat a estim£ que, pour 
I’heure, il faut «voir ce que va 
faire le gouvemement Peres, s’il 
accepters ou non les initiatives de 
paix et s’il est pret au dialogue 
avec les Palestiniens*. 

A. R. avec agences. 


Israel 

Des inteDectuels 
d^noncent la torture 
des detenus 


Des intellectueis israeiiens 
out denonce mercredi k Jeru- 
salem le reconrs de phis en plus 
systematique k la torture par 
Taim£e. la police et le Shin 
Beth (services de security), 
lors des interrogatoires de pris- 
onniers, notamment palesti- 
niens. Membres du “Comite 
public con tre la torture en 
Israel" (CPCTI), les protesta- 
taires ont present6 au cours 
d’ane conference de presse 
plusieurs cas de detenus 
palestiniens et israeiiens, ayant 
passe des “aveux complete" 
sous diverses pressions physi- 
ques avant d'etre innoceat£s 
par la justice. 

♦Dans le contexte de T Intifa- 
da, toute organisation bumani- 
taire ainsi que tout avocat. 
travaillant avec des clients 
palestiniens, entend sans cesse 
des histoirec de torture. Dans 
ce cadre affiigeant, une en- 
quete judiciaire independante 
est necessaire*, a estime Stan- 
ley Cohen, professeur de cri- 
minologie k T university h£bral- 
que de Jerusalem. L’avocate 
Lea Zemel a pour sa part 
stigmatise «ia routine*, qui 
voit en Israel les suspects pri- 
v£s «de sommeil et de nourri- 
ture pendant des jours entiers. 
Cest la routine, a-t-elle 
ajoute, de les maintenir 
attaches dans les positions les 
plus inconfortables. de les bat- 
tle sur les parties sensibles du 
corps, notamment sur les 
organ es genitaux*. 

De son cAte, le psychiatre 
Yehoyakim Marton, £gale- 
ment membre du CPCTI, a 
denonce la participation de 
medecins israeiiens aux inter- 
rogatoires. 11 a d’ailleuis lance 
un appel k Tensemble de ses 
coliegues. pour qu’ils refusent 
de s’assoder k de telles prati- 
ques. (D'apr£s agences) 


R6g!ementa tion pour les mannequins en France 

Fisaie ia loi de la jungle 

Le gouvemenaent fraofais a adopts le 28 mars dernier 
on projet de loi visant £ r£gkmenter I’activite des quelqae 
150 agences de mannequins da pays. Une mesore , qui 
devrait mettre fin ans abus, dent sont particul&rement 
victimes les modiles mineurs et Strangers. 


Jeunes, belles, bronzees, ele- 
gantes... Les mannequins presen- 
tent un visage lisse et souriant au 
fii des pages des magazines de 
mode. Et pourtant, cette profes- 
sion de r£ve est, en France, sou- 
mise k la loi de la jungle. Environ 
15.000 femmes, hommes (entire 
30% et 40% des modules) et 
.enfants (de plus en plus n om- 
bre ux dans la publicity) travail- 
lent sans contrat 6crit, sans secur- 
ity sodale, et. pour les etrangers, 
sans permis de sejour ou carte de 
travail. 

Aprfes des ann£es de combat, 
mene par quelques syndicalistes. 
te gouvemement frangais a deci- 
de le 28 mars dernier de r6g- 
lementer par une loi le fonc- 
tionnement des quelquc 150 
agences de mannequins de THex- 
agone. Des agences. qui depuis 
20 ans disposaient d’un pouvoir 
absolu sur les milliers de mod- 
ules, qui passaient par leur inter- 
mddiaire. 

Le projet adopte par le conseil 
des ministres donne egalement 


gaise, un grand nombre de photos 
licencieuses mettant en cause des 
enfants seraiem reaiisdes en 
France. La s£ance de pose 
pouvani atteindre les 20.000 
francs (3.500 dollars). Desor- 
mais, l’agrement des agences em- 
ployant des mineurs sera sounds k 
un renouveUement annuel, ce qui 
devrait les inciter k la prudence. 
Quant aux photographes in- 
dependants, Us devront deman- 
der des autorisatioos sped ales. 

Enfin, le recrutemeot d’un 
enfant-raannequin donnera obli- 
gatoiremect lieu k on contrat de 
travail £crit. La repartition du 
salaire entre celui-d et ses re- 
presentante I6gaux est egalement 
fixfe par la loi. 

Le texte ministeriel r6glemente 
egalement les agences, qui se 
presentment jusqu’d present com- 
me de simples intermediaizes. 
Elles seront co aside r6es comme 
des employ ears et devront four- 
nir une garantie fin and ere. Elles 
seront notamment obligees de 



15.000 mannequins travaHknt en France sans contraL 


une existence legale a 1’activite, 
encore comroversee des enfants 
et des jeunes de moins de 16 ans. 
Servane Cherouat, responsable 
du syndicat frangais des manne- 
quins, estime d’aflleurs que le 
probieme pos£ par ces demiers a 
servi de detonateur auprds des 
pouvoirs publics. «Des parents 
naife. trop heureux de voir leur 
petit re marque parce qu’il est 
mignon. se font escroquer par des 
gens sans scrupules*. explique-t- 
elle. Trop d’agences eo effet leur 
soutirenc dc l 1 argent, en prom- 
ettant que leurs enfants feront 
cam' y re dans la publidte. 

La nouvelle loi a pour autre 
objectif d’empScher Texploita- 
tion des mineurs k des fins por- 
nographiques. Selon des en- 
qufites pubtiees par la presse fran- 


payer les mannequins au plus tard 
30 jours apr£s la prestation de 
service. Elles auront aussi k four- 
nir des contents ecrits ainsi que 
des bulletins de salaires. 

Les mannequins Strangers, en- 
core moins proteges que les Fran- 
gais, b£n£firieront eux aussi dn 
changement. Servane Cherouat 
s’en rejouit en £voquant la tox- 
icomanie ou les chantages sex- 
uels, dont sont victimes les tr£s 
nombreuses jeunes fiUes qui arri- 
vent sou vent en France sans con- 
naltre la langue. ♦Elles sont sons 
la coupe totale des agences. Cer- 
taines, au bout de quelques 
ann^es deviennent des £ paves*, 
assure-t-elle-Desormais, ces der- 
niires devront les declarer et 
pourront fitre soumises k des con- 
trflles de Tinspection du Travail. 



Conference au CCF 


De Gaulle entre deux feux 


le rdle du g£n£ral de 
Gaulle, figure historique de 
la resistance fr an gaise et de 
la Cinqui^me R4publique, 
dans le processus de decolo- 
nisation de rapr£s-guerre 
fait l'objet d’une conference 
anira£e par 1’historien Pier- 
re Vidal-Naquet, jeudi soir 
au centre culture! frangais 
(voir ci-dessous). Im- 
perialiste pour les uns, 
homme de la paix avec TA1- 
g6rie pour les autres, de 
Gaulle dechalne encore au- 
jourd'hui les passions auto- 
ur d'une periode de 1’his- 
toire de France particuliere- 
ment sensible. 

Son retour au pouvoir en 
juin 1958, en pleine guerre 
d'Alg6rie, mtervint il est 
vrai sur fond de tension 
militaire et de campagne en 
sa faveur, orchestree par les 
partisans de i’Algerie fran- 
gaise. Apres leur avoir 
apporte son soutien et lance 
notamment les fameux «Je 
vous ai comprise k Alger 
puis «Vive I'Algerie fran- 
gaise* k Mostaganem, de 
Gaulle changes peu k peu 
de politique et finit par sig-. 
ner en mars 1962 les accords 
d'Evian, prelude k Fin-, 
dependance de I'ancienne 
colonie. 

Ce revirement lui valu 
une condamnation k mort 


de la part de reorganisation 
de l’ann6e secret e (OAS). 
Il dchappa d’ailleurs de jus- 
tesse a un attentat, au Petit- 
G am art, prds de Paris, en 
aofit 1962. 

D est de toute evidence 
bien difficile de trancher sur 
la ♦trabison* ou le ♦prag- 
ma tisme 6cl airy* de celui 
que Frangois Mitterrand 
appelait alors «l’homme du 
coup d’Etat permanent*. 
Ce qui est sftr, e’est que 
m6rae s’il a change d’ atti- 
tude pendant les quatre der- 
nieres amfees du conflit, il 
lui re vient d’avoir su mettre 
un terme k une guerre vaine 
et <tsale>». 

Reste que son comporte- 
ment k regard des ancien- 
nes colonies africaines de la 
France ou encore des terri- 
toires d’Outre-Mer reste 
marquee par un patema- 
lisme parfois condescen- 
dant, sinon meprisant. Le 
problfeme des harkis, ces 
Algeriens qui avaient choisi 
le camp frangais, demeure 
une serieuse 6 pine dans sa 
politique. Aujourd’hiii en- 
core, personne ne leur re- 
commit de veritables droits, 
comme si la France cher- 
chait encore et toujours k 
occulter ses eneurs pass6es. 

A.R. 


CINEMA i TELEVISION 


Peintare. Le peintre palestinien Ahmad Nawasb expose 21 de ses 
de mitres toiles au centre culture! frangais. Douleur de Texil. 
CCF, fenBctnre ce * <i *”‘* T *‘ A 17b00. Entrfe fibre. Tfl: 63(445. 

Mathematique en Mediterranee. Pretec par le mus6e d’histoire de 
Marseille, Texposition se composent de panneaux retragant T aven- 
ture des maths 

Centra adtorel frangais, dn land! 9 an 
636445. 


■ii * lw 29 mi. Eatrtc fibre. Tfl; 


CONFERENCES 


De Gaulle et la decolonisation. HeU£niste, directeur d’etudes k 
I’Eooie des Haates Ettudes en Sciences sod ales de Paris, 1’historien 
frangais Pierre Vidal-Naquet 6voquera la politique du general de 
Gaulle face aux mouvemente indy pen dan tistes 

Centre cnttnrd banjab, jeudi 12 anl 6 20h30 (en ft ■■■gain). 


DIVERS 


Veio acrobatique. Cinq dquipes ouest-allemandes affrontent les 
formations jordaniennes de v£lo acrobatique- Des epreuves artisti- 
ques et des mini-matches de “cydo-football” figurent egalement an 
menu de cette manifestation, la premiere de la saison en Jordante. 
Grand gy mna st de la CW des Sports d* Amman (rente de I’nnfveratf de 
Jordaue). mardi 19 et me r credi 11 mi, k porttr de 20UM. Entrte Hire. 


Ub Am6rkam a Paris, de Vin- 
cente Mmelli, avec Gene Kelly, 
Oscar Levant, Nina Foch et Les- 
lie Caron (1951). Un jeune artiste 
americain 1 Paris, pris entre 1’an- 
tipathie qu’il ressent envers sa 
mdeene et 1’amour d’une 
adolesce nte. La cotn6die musi- 
cale americaine a fait beaucoup 
mi eux. 

Oatre anfricate, dbmmcbe 3 et jemfi 
12 avrfl ft 15M0 (en angtafa). 

Renxmtons les Champs E2y- 
s6es, de Sacha Guitry, avec 
Usette Lanvin, Sacha Guitry, 
Josseline Gael et Rene Fauchois 
(1938). Un jeudi de septembre 
1938, un professeur de math, 
remarquant la dale, interrompt 
son cours pour raconter k ses 
eieves Hnstoire de Tavenue des 
Champs Elysees... 

Centre cnttnrd frangais, mardi 10 
anil k 20b30 (cn frangais, wartUrf 
en arabe). 

Cm^dub. Durant le mois de 
Ramadan: un seul long m£trage 
quotidien k 20b30. Le film de 
mercredi sera ce pendant precede 
d’un court mettrage. 

Dfrnancbe 8: “Coming to Atoeiica’’, 
de John Landis, avec Eddy Murphy 
(1989). Quand le prince b6ritier d’un 
rqyaume afiricain paradiuaqug se met 
en tfite de trouver Iiu-mbne sa future 
ypouse et part la chercber aux Etats- 
Unis. Le mythe US o’est pas mort... 
IjuuU 9z “Soytem Green”, d' Ed- 
ward G. Robinson, avec Chariton 
Heston et Leigh Taylor-Young 
(1973). 

Mardi 10: “No Mercy", de Richard 
Pearce, avec Richard Geer et Kim 
Basinger (1988). Quand un potider se 
met eo tete de venger i hn tout seul la 
mort d'un ami. Plat frmd. sur fond 
(Tbatoire d* amour, of course. 
Mercredi 11: “Palestine in the eye”, 
court m6trage de Mustafa Abu-Ali, 
photographic de Hani Juharia. Hom- 
mage au cindaste Ham Juharia, mort 
cu 1976 au Sud-Lfoan, en fiknant 
Tinvason israyhenne- 
“Indiana Jones and the last Cru- 
sade", de Steven Spielberg, avec Har- 
rison Ford et Sean Connery (1989). 
Rcbdote avec h conqufite du Saint 
Graal, cette fois oonvoite par les 
nazis. Sean Connery, toujoun aussi 
bon... 

J em fi . 12^^Cmna". avec Genevieve 
'Bnjofd,.Mictiad Douglas et Richard 
Widmark (1978). Une jeune femme 
m6decin soupgoune son yiablisse- 
ment de ploi^er vofontairemeut des 
maladcs dans k coma et de se livrer k 
un trafic d'organes. Le suspense est 
dans le synopsis et il y reste... 
Vendredi 13: “Batman”, avec Jack 
Nicholson el Kim basinger (1989). 
SsibhH 14: “Dead Poet’s Society" 
de Peter Wear, avec Robin Williams 
(1989). 

Films en version originate. 
T&640991. Route de Tmavenaty de 
Jordurie, premgre i droife aprfo 
rbBtd Jf nuafcm pata premKre k 
ganrhr Le da6-dnb se traovc ft en- 
viron 300m, so- la pnfte. 


DIMANCHE 

IgfaOO - Des Chiffres el des Lettres: 

jeu. „ . . 

I8bl5 - L’Ecole des Fans, emtsaon 
pour les jeunes. animye par Jacques 
Martin. Invitee: Mal&ne Joben. 
I9h00 - Le Journal. 

19b 15 - Aujourd'hui en France: 
magazine culturei. 

LUND1 

17h40 - “La Lettre perdue” (film). 
Q uand un vieil homme demeure le 
seul soutien moral d’une fills tie ago- 
nisante... 

19fa00 - Le Journal. 

19hl5 - Magazine sporttf bebdoma- 
daire. 

MARDI 

18M0 - Des Chiffres et des Lettres: 
jeu. 

18h20 - Intertropiques: 
documentaire. 

19hQ0 - Le Journal. 

19U5 - Aujourd'hui en Jordante: 
magazine local realise et presente par 
Saleh Madi. 

mercredi 

18M0 - La Valise en Carton (2), ou 
Thistotrc romancee de to chan reuse 
d'origine portugaise Linda de Suza. 
|9fa00 - Le Journal. 

19hl5 - Le Cycle des F.eura: 
documentaire. 

JEUDI 

18h00 - Des Chiffres et des Lettres: 
jeu. 

18h30 - La Chance aux Chansons: 
emission de vari£t£s frangaiscs, ani- 
mee par Pascal Sevran. Invitee: 
Annie Cordy. 

19h«0 - Le Journal. 

19hl5 - Science ft la Une: 
documentaire. 


VENDREDI 


17fa30 - “Le Port du Dfair", film 
policicr en noir et Mane de E. T. 
GreviBe, avec Jean Gabin, Henri 
Vidal et Jean-Roger Causshnon. 
Mtdcie Charge, xte renflouer une 
ignig qui obstene Viatrie du. port, 
nncapitaine se reuouve h€berg6 par 
un certain “M. Black” dans un etab- 
Hssement louche... 

19h00 - Le Journal. 

19hl5 - Portraits: documentaire stzr 
ks femmes dans le monde du travail. 
Cette aemame: les fifeuses. 


SAMEDI 

18h00 - Cousteau ft la red6c ou vcne 
du monde: documentaire. 

19h00 - Le Journal. 

I9bl5 - Sauvage et Beau: 
documentaire sur les animaux sauv- 



ABCDEFGHI J 



Horiw Uta ft 
1: bordfat les chan tiers. 2: a expri- 
m6 sa joic; en tenne d'Adam; 
aprfcs la tfitee. 3: eDe a souvent des 
causes 6conomiques. 4; boStc ft 
images; union. 5: infinitif; dtoile. 
6; expression enfantine; fin de 
messe phondtique; cOe tftgne, pbo- 
n^tiqueineat. auprfts des dieux. 7: 
ne pousse pas; negation. 8: sortie; 
adjectif possessif. 9: certains cbe- 
mins le sont. IA: negation; trans- 
pire. 


(Solution la semaine prochame) 

Solution de la grille N. 3: 


\ttticakemeUL 

A: vanite. B: affectionnerais. 
C:pronom personnel; n’a pas 
bougt, pbonetiquement. D: an- 
dessas des teduddens. E: ne fait 
auctm doute; particuliftrenient 
appr6ci6c pendant les grosses 
diatoms, f: phitosophe frangais: 
avance. G: ProfessUm privitogto 
des inpoes. H: on to pointe parfois 
en guise <f accusation; dassement. 
fc (fisteahe. J: qui oat va to jour; 
adjectif 


HorizoBUleipenL 

1: cafetiftres. 2: ooriets. 3: ou; 
atout 4: pend ales. 5: tenir, pi. 6: 
ir; pas. 7: mue; on: dfe. 8: ftrein-' 
dre. 9i esseutoe. 10: testfts; EiL 


VsikakteteL 

A: cornpfimenL B: an; ul C: fron- 
tfeies. Ih dluder; est. E: te: un; 
Oise. F: Itahennes. G: ester; dft- 
H; os; perie. L flue; pfttfe. J: 
toise; et. 


LE SAVIEZ-VOUS 




ADOPTIONS- Les Frangais adoptent de plus en plus d’enfant 
d’origine etrangere, venant pour la plupart d’entre eta (TAmeriqu 
du Sad, sekm one enquflte mende par le mimst&re des Affaire 
etrangdres. En 1988, 2.441 enfants Strangers ont ainsi £t£ accueilU 
par des families de THexagcne, soil 706 de plus qoe Tann6 
preeddente. Parmi eux, 539 dtaient des minetns bresihens; 281 
venaient de Colombte et 164 du Chili. Les adoptions ont egalemcn 
ete nombreuses en Corde (398), ft Madagascar (259), en Inde (170) e 
en PoJogne (148). 

73 JOURS DE PLUS. L’esperancc de vie des Am6ricains a atteht 
en 1987 les 75 ans, soit une progression de 73 jours par rapport i 
Tannee preoedente; a aimonoe la semaine demidre le Centre pour h 
contrfile des maladies (CDC) d’Adanta en Georgie. Le rappor 
precise cependant que cette bonne nouvelle statistique ire concern* 
que l es Bla ncs. La dturde de vie moyenne des Noirs am£ricains a et 
effet stague ft 69,4 ans. Le CDC note egalement que le taux dt 
mortalitd aux Etats-Unis (5355 pour 1.000) est descendu cette ann6 
lft ft son plus bas niveau historique. 

GROSSE COUERE. Le president Frangois Mitterrand a averti & 
mars les membres du gouveroement socialiste qu’il tear retberai 
leuis portefeuiiles ministeriel, si certains d’entre eux continuaient i 
bonder les travaux pariementaires ft T Assemble narionale ou az 
s enat. Lc chef dc I’Etat frangais a pique cette grosse oofere pda 
mettre fin ft un absenteisme particuherement criant le veudred 
malm, tors de ia seance des questions oraies ft ia Chambre dea 
deputes. 
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Expo 92 brings 
hope and despair 
to Spanish city 


Fraaeefe Raftherger 

Heaton 

SEVILLE, Spain — The 1992 
world fair, Expo 92, b bringing 
Seville hopes of long-awaited 
prosperity — as well as fears that 
it could become a prime target for 
guerrillas. 

The relaxed southern city, 
winch has so for been spared 
political violence, received a 
shock this week when pofice said 
they had foiled what cook! have 
been a massive car-bomb 
by ETA (Basque Hom eland amt 
Freedom), a separatist gro up 
fighting for Basque independence 
from Spain. 

Police said ETA planned to set 
off 300 kilos of powerful explo- 
sives near police headquarters in 
the crowded dty centre. 

"We were aware that Expo 92 
oonld be used by terrorists to give 
their attacks greater echo," a 
spok esman for the world fail's 
organisers said. 

To many Seville people, the 
foiled attack brought home the 
risks of hosting a major world 
event. The fair, marking the 
500th anniversary of Christopher 
Columbus’ discovery of America, 
is to open in April 1992 and wiD 
draw an expected 20 mOfion visir 
b tors. 

Some residents of this city of 
800,000 hometown of Prime 
Minister Felipe Gonzalez, were 
formerly sceptical about whether 
the fair would take place at afl. 
Seville is capital of the Andalusia 
region which has long been 
bypassed by progress. 

fhit the Expo 92 btrikfing site is 
.already busting with activity as 
some 1,500 workers toil iu cteads 
erf dost on,Cartuja island, just a 
kilometre from Seville’s maze of 
anaeat streets where stroDere can 
enjoy the scent of orange 
blossom. 

^ Local officials say the idea that 
die fair will take ptooe and change 
die face of their region is fast 
getting through to retidean now, 
as the iron frames of the pavfikms 
rise cm the aland and the Expo 92 
white flag flies from a 100-metre 
high watchtower above the 
Guadalquivir River. 

Ambassador Emilio Cat- 
smelto, who heads the stale orga- 
nising company, fold Reuters that 

309 co un trie s had so far. con- 
firmed they would take part. 

Expo 92 Secretary general lone 
Luis BaHcste? said the govern- 
ment had earmarked $13 biflion 


for the fair. 

“Bat it will not cost t ax p ay e r a 
tingle peseta," be quickly added. 

Seville’s first attempt at staging 
t njor temrinal foow^-tfc 
Hopano- American fair — coin- 
cided with the 1929 world econo- 
mic crash and ended in afroandal 
fiasco, ft took SevflUtns 40 yean 
to repay flic tones through in- 
creased local taxes. 

RaBratcr said Expo 92 planned 
to recoup its investment through 
the sale of some 40 ndffion entry 
tickets, television rights, sponsor- 
ing by banks and large enm- 
pames, and the re-sale of pavi- 
lions after the fair. 

Far more expe nsiv e were plan* 
to spend an ot he r $7. hm^ on 
roads, railways and airports to 
make the region's poor com- 
munications a thing of the past. 

By the time Expo 92 opens, 
Seville should be connected to 
Madrid by a motorway and by 
Spain’s first high-speed train, tak- 
ing viators right info the fair 
grounds. Another motor w a y will 
cross Andalusia from rWt to 
west, finking cities that are now 
more quickly connected by plane 
through Madrid. 

Part of the cost will be bone by 
the European C ommunity ’s re- 
gional foods to integ rat e . “the 
south of its south.” 

“Aadafasa had been left aside 
on foe road to pro gr e ss ," said 
Gaspar Zanies, a member of the 
regional government He said 
Expo 92 was the motor needed 
for budding a long-overdne in- 
frastructure that would leave tins 
agricultural region of six million 
ready for an economic take-off. 

But some Sevfflans express re- 
servations. “After 1992, what?" 
asked a taxi driver. 

He gave his own reply: “Prices 
will go up, and what goes up 
doesn't come down." 

Balkstcr said that after 1992, 
some of the Expo 92 pavilion s 
would become a centre for tech- 
nological training and research 
that could attract high-technology 
industries to foe region. 

Local officials have long said 
that Andalusia, with its balmy 
dfanate and natural bc a nty, could 
offer executives a high quaifty of 
life aud bec o m e the Cafifornia of 
Europe. 

The edftor of a regional news- 
paper hopes Andaturia’s dream 
would come tine. 

“Otherwise, Expo 92 wffl have 
been a cathedral in die desert, a 
theatre on the Amazon," he said. 


•Drug trade 
reaches $ 500 b ; 


defies all efforts 


By a UJi. correspondent 


i 


THE URGENT need for the 
international co mm unity to step 
op the battle against the illegal 
drags trade is underlined in a 
report produced by the State De- 
partment in Washington. 

This w ar ns that world produc- 
tion of major drags soared last 
year — with a consequent m- 
carease in the incidence of drug 
abuse. According to United Na- 
tions estimates, the illegal trade is 
now r unnin g at a $500 billion a 
year JeveL 

The report comes after a spe- 
cial session of the U-N. General 
AaemUy winch proclaimed the 
yean 1991-2000 as the world 
body’s Decade against Drug 
Abuse. During tins period it is 
hoped that as agreed programme 
of action will be implemented. 

Given the fact that the tLS. 
re p re sen t s the largest single mar- 
ket for illicit drags, foe State 
Department’s surveys are 
close l y st u died. The latest records 
»me success es , but admits that 
tbese wers outweighed by fai- 
lures. 


There were record drag sei- 
zures, major traffickers were 
arrested, extradited or jailed and 
- uew international co-operation 
treaties. 


At foe same time, however, the 
, report notes that the production 
of narcotics reached new levels , 
corruption uodennioed enforce- 
ment efforts, and some govern- 
oemsstS fulod to show a senoos 


commitment to reducing drag 
production and trafficking. 

Corruption was a particular 
problem in Bofivia, Laos, Thai- 
fend and hi foe Bekaa area of 


The repent voices serious con- 
cern over the growth in opium 
production, which was threaten- 
ing foe U.S. with a “potential 
tana epidemic.** Experts fear 
that because opium is now being 
grown in so many regions, the 
heron* problem could worsen 
dramatically over foe next de- 
cade. 


Being a General Assembly de- 
cision, the U.N. action (dan is not 
legally binding on member state s . 
Nevertheless, many observers be- 
lieve that the special session re- 
vealed a real determination 
among both developed and de- 
veloping countries . to grapple 
with foe illicit narcotics menace. 

The plan is designed to tackle 
the problem at every phase. 
Thus, while seeking to reduce 
cons umer demand in foe de- 
veloped world, it will compensate 
poor, producing nations for the 

resulting from the 

curbing of the drags .trade. 

The pfam also urgesall govern- 
ments to ratify the U.N.’s anti- 
drug accords .and especially to 
follow foe US.' lead in aerating 
to the 1988 conv e n ti on ; This 
helps courts to seize drug smug- 
glers’ assets. 

The new treaty has been com- 
mended by UJS. Attorney Gener- 
al Richard Thornburgh. “For too 
long,” he wrote m a recent pres 
article, “international drug traf- 
fickers have been outsmarting the 

dvihsed na tions of the world,” 

Drag cartels had created molti- 
national e n t e rpris e* ope rating on 
an unprecedented i nter na tio na l 
scale. Hitherto, drag law enforce- 
ment had too often been panned 
on a national basis, with on ly 
orn lions! co-operative efforts. 

But the situation was ChflTiprrg 
and the 1988 agreement, hy pn>- 
vnSng additional weapons, coaid 
greatly frnhf"* 1 * foe prospects of 
winning foe anti-drags crusade. 

Meanwhile, the UJ4. secretary 
general has been asked to setup 
an ex pe rt sniffy info the wodd 
body’s own efforts in this field. 

Many befieve that these would be 

more e ffe ct i v e if they, were uni- 
fied instead of bring shared be- 
tween three agencies as at pre- 
sent. 

The momentum of the global 
drive against chug abase will be 
m ain t a in ed with foe, forthc oming 
M ateri al tmronit -m L o n d on 
(April 9-11). It is a joort initiative 
of foe UJ^. and the British gov- 
ernment — (Lion features). - 



A street scene fas Dhayeh Palestine refugee camp, 
norfo of Beirut, after a ceasefire was declared is 
foe recent fighting between rival army and uriBda 


forces. The camp had survived Lebanon’s avfl 
conflict up to now as a relatively safe h a ven. 


A filth of Dbayeh’s houses were totally destroyed. 
The United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
carried out an Immediate relief operation for the 


camp’s more than 2,000 Christian Palestinian and 
Lebanese bihabitants. 


spares no-one, not even 

Once regarded as a relatively safe haven for Palestine refugees in Lebanon, Dbayeh camp, north of Beirut, was badly hit in 
recent fighting between rival Lebanese Christian forces. 



UNRWA officials were on the scene immediately 
er the end of the ffgbthig to amess foe damage 
to Dhayeh cany and to organise retief ope rati ons. 


The agency defivered water to foe camp and sent 
in food, d ott in g and otter relief supp&es. 


Dbayeh residents look on as UNRWA’s Lebanon Field Director Franke Dejonge (in light jacket) 
inspects the damage in the camp. Photos by Niall Kiety 


Tower of London preserves an ancient craft 


Iraq affirms Arab right 


By Jessica Baldwin 

The Associated Press 

LONDON — Past the mus- 
tachioed bee feat ers and the_wom 
cofafctestoned lanes of foe Tower 
of London, Ted Smith and his sou 
are preserving an ancient craft 
from extinction. 

- They are two of the tower’s 
royd amwory craftsmen who res- 
tore and conserve its collection of 
40,000 pieces of armour. 

The 62-year-old Smith, who 
r etires in 1992, is teaching his son 
Christopher, 26, foe art of mak- 
ing armour. 

Behind a bright red door, away 
from the crown jewels and foe 
two million tourists who flock to 
the 900-year-old tower each year, 
-foe Souths are working to g ether 
on a replica of a northern Itafian 
bright's fi ghting helmet. Circa 
1460. 

Their one conces si on to mod- 
ernity is a propane torch. 

Where medieval armours had 
to content themselves with a 
cumbersome coal forge, the torch 
makes it easier to work on lance- 
rests and chanfrons, armour that 


p rotect s a hone’s head. 

“We had a small forge for a 
while but it Mew up a couple of 
times and, with a gallery directly 
above us, it wouldn’t have been 
practical," Ted Smith explained. 

All other materials and 
methods they use are those of foe 
ancient armourers. 

For the rounded helmet, which 
juts out at the back to p rotec t the 
neck, Ted Smith wields the torch 
while, his sot hammers the bright 
mange stain of fire with a large 
chisel. Their unprotected faces 
redden as they lean over the 
smoldering metal. 

Chris Smith is also logging their 
work, plannin g to publish an 
illustrated guide to armour- 
making. 

Medieval armourers, too busy 
prep ar ing knights for battle, left 
no manuals for future genera- 
tions. “Armour died out and the 
trade was never carried on," Ted 
Smith said. 

With intervening conservation 
-work for the royal armoury’s vast 
collection, it takes foe Smiths 
several months to finish a helmet 


Montpellier — oldest 


faculty of medicine 


By OUvfer Lord 

THE UNIVERSITY of Mont- 
pellier, winch indndes the old- 
est faculty of medicine in 
Europe, recently celebrated its 
700th anniversary.' On that 
occasion, foe Fkencfa minister 
of education announ ced a 
plan aimed at impro v in g the 
everday fife of all students in 
Fiance. 

After Plaris and Toulouse, 
Montpellier, the chief town of 
the Hfeaoit department, situ- 
ated on foe Mediterranean 
coast, is the oldest universi ty 
town in France. Towards foe 
end of 1989, foe universities of 
Montpellier celebrated their 
700fo anniversary. On OcL 
26th 1289, a bull signed by 
Pope Nicolas V turned foe 
town’s three higher education 
establishments, which bad 
been founded by local nobles, 
into a rmiv enjty . These were 
the School of Art, created in 
foe middle of the 13th century, 
the Law- School, opened in 
1180 awl, above ail, foe School 
at Medicine, founded at foe 
end of foe llfo century, mak- 
ing it the oldest faculty of 
medkme in Europe. 

From the moment., ft was 
created, the university of 
meforine of Montpellier bene- 
fited from a great degree of 
freedom and quickly acquired 

foe privilege, wiridi was rare at 


the period, from the all- 
powerful clergy, of carrying 
out dissections. The most 
iDnstrious of all foe students 
who flocked in from neigh- 
bouring regions was the 
humanist and writer Francois 
Rabelais (who was born 
around 1494 and died in 1533), 
the author of Gangantna and 
PantagroeL 

Today the Montpellier dis- 
trict has some 40,000 students. 
39,300 of them attend three 
establishments: the University 
of MontpeQaer I, devoted to 
taw and economics, whose old 
buddings lie hidden in the 
mare erf tittle streets in the old. 
town; foe Umveisity of Mont- 
pellier n, devoted to science 
and medicine, and the Uni- 
versity of Montpellier IB, de- 
voted to arts and humanities. 
Die last two establishments 
are located in modern bond- 
ings in the near suburbs of the 
regional capital. 

But foe fostrkt of Montpel- 
lier has a fourth university in 
the town of Perpignan, the 
chief town of the Pyrfatees 
orientates " department This 
university, which was created 
in 1349 aod was particularly 
b rilliant at the time of the 
Renaissance, was banned in 
the Revolution. It was opened 
again in 1957 and today has 
4400 students who can study 
law, humanities and arts. 


— an unacceptably long time 
by medieval standards. 

“They would have been quick- 
er because they were more sirilled 
at it," Ted Smith said. “They 
made helmets all of foe time 
whereas we can go five to 10 
years without making a helmet ” 
Hie finished replicas get a 
hands-on and beads-on going 
over by schoolchildren at educa- 
tional demonstrations at the tow- 
er of London, said spokeswoman 
Cathy Butler. 

Besides the helmet, Chris 
Smith is assembling a 16th- 
century flemish suit of armour 
used for jousting. The lower left 
arm plate came from the Phi- 
ladelphia Museum of Art, in ex- 
change for a chanfron. 

The armoury’s collection, dat- 
ing from the arrival of William 
the conqueror in 1066, includes 
the armour worn by several En- 
glish longs, among them Charles I 
Charles n and James Q. 

ft also boasts of having the only 
surviving suit of armour for an 
elephant, captured by Robert 
Clive when he defeated the 
French in India in 1757. 


The collection needs constant 
restoration from air and dust 
corrosion. - 

The Smiths and their five assis- 
tants also spend a small portion of 
their time restoring privately 
owned suits of armour that come 
in from ancestral homes. 

The fee depends on bow much 
work is needed. 

Ted Smith, now balding and 
bespectacled, came to the royal 
armoury in 1949, after a stint at 
the Wilkinson Sword Company. 
Chris joiaed his father im- 
mediately after graduating from 
school. They are proud of their 
heritage, and woodcuts of 
medieval armourers hang on the 
workshop walls. 

An armourer was considered a 
top craftsman, said Ted Smith. 
“He would have worked for the 
long in the King's armoury or for 
a nobleman. ...foe more yon see, 
foe more yon appreciate what 
they did, those old people." 

“They were damned good," 
said his son. “We could never get 
the skill here unless we did it for 
40 years.” 



The ceremonies, organised 
on the occasion of the Uni- 
versity of Montpellier’s 
aamveisaty, were marked by 
numerous events. The labor- 
atories of foe French National 
Scientific Research Centre 
(CNRS) in the town were open 
to those interested in their 
activities. A symposium 
gathered teachers together, 
particularly from the famous 
English university town of Ox- 
ford. An exhibition showed 


medicines made in Montpel- 
lier, made with the help of 
locally gathered plants. 

During the commemorative 
ceremonies, Lionel Jospin, 
the French Minister of educa- 
tion, announced a forthcoming 
plan aimed at improving stu- 
dent life, ft includes the de- 
velopment of student loans 
and grants, and the building of 
new student accommodation 
and restaurants — (L’Ao 
tnaiite en Fiance). 


(Continued from page 1) 

apparently to discuss the con- 
troversy over Iraq's warning to 
Israel. 

Egyptian embassy officials re- 
fused to give any details about 
Mubarak's, visit to Iraq but said 
he would discuss bilateral and 
regional issues with President 
Hussein, who headed the high- 
ranking delegation that wel- 
comed Mubarak. 

Egypt’s state-run Middle East 
News Agency quoted Mubarak as 
saying hours before his departure 
to Baghdad that Iraq had no 
aggressive plans towards Israel 
and that Hussein has no intention 
of going to war. 

Accompanying Mubarak are 
Foreign Minister Esmat Abdul 
Meguid, presidential adviser Osa- 
ma A1 Baz and Information 
Minister Safwat Sharif. 

Kuwait Saturday backed Iraq 
in its war of words with Israel and 
foe United States and said Bagh- 
dad had the right to possess any 
weapon to defend itself. 

“Kuwait, while deploring this 
campaign and its exposed inten- 
tions, rides with brotherly Iraq in 
its righ^ to defend its safety and 
security of its people by using all 
available means," a Foreign 
Ministry statement said. 

“Iraq has for something been 
facing a biased media campaign 
waged by hostile Western circles 
with the support of well-known 
Zionist circles to deny brotherly 
Iraq its right to own defensive 
weapons," it said. 

Israel’s army deputy chief of 
staff warned Friday that a com- 
bined Syrian, Jordanian and Iraqi 


force could threaten Israel’s bor- 
ders 

“We most prepare ourselves 
for it as if it will come to pass,” 
General Ehud Barak said. 
“However, we should not see in 
these preparations a certainty 
that this will happen.” 

Barak addressed President 
Hussein’s warning in a rare tele- 
vised appearance of a high rank- 
ing military officer. 

Although Barak saw a future 
threat in a combined Arab force, 
he downplayed Iraq’s present 
capability. 

“I think (Hussein) will weigh a 
decision more than twice before 
he even thinks about attacking 
Israel with chemical weapons,” 
Barak said. 

The deputy chief of staff called 
Hussein a sane and experienced 
leader who knew bow to compare 
foe Jewish state's military capabi- 
lities to Iraq's better than any 
Israeli citizen. 

However, Barak emphasised 
the need to stop Iraq’s attempts 
to build nuclear capability before 
it was too late. 

“There is no doubt that Iraq 
has not ceased its attempt to 
reach nuclear capability,” Barak 
said. “Actions like that of the 
Americans and British are impor- 
tant and proper." 

Hussein’s warning dominated 
Israeli media most of foe week. 

Tuesday, government officials 
called for a special programme to 
distribute gas masks to every 
Israeli citizen in preparation of a 
surprise attack. 

The Friday newscast ran a re- 
peat on use of gas masks after 
Barak's interview. 


Violent protests in Gaza 


(Condoned from page 1) 

in foe occupied territories in 
violation of international law. 

He said Israel’s introduction of 
new value added tax (VAT) and 
custom duties in addition to 
already high taxes were interfering 
with economic growth in foe 
occupied territories. 

“Custom duties and VAT are 
principle obstacles to economic 
development,’’ he said. 

Shehadeh said military author- 
ities had refused to give his group 
a copy of the civil budget saying it 
was a security matter. 

In Arab Jerusalem, a business 
strike ordered by the uprising's 
underground leadership and rival 
Islamic groups was only partly 
observed, seemingly because of 
confusion by traders. 

Witnesses said that some shops 
were trading as usual, others 
completely dosed and some com- 
promised by raising their shutters 
halfway. 


‘Vigflante force’ 

An Israeli newspaper said Fri- 
day a security firm used by the 
army to pro tea Arab collabor- 
ators was operating as vigilante 
force. 

The mass-circulation Yedioth 
Aronoth described the firm, 
Moked Gilad, as a private army 
that had stolen weapons from the 
Israeli army, rampaged through 
Palestinian villages, beaten Arabs 
and terrified them with mock 
executions. 

Sources said Moked Gilad had 
been hired by the Israeli "dvil 
administration” to protea village 
leaders and Palestinian collabor- 
ators. 

In one incident reported by 
Yedioth, a 14-year-old Arab told 
the newspaper aimed security 
officers from Moked Gilad 
abducted him from his workplace 
in the Ariel settlement and took 
him to a remote site for question- 
ing. 





Doubts surface over yen support 
package at Parts monetary talks 


PARIS (R) — The Japanese yen’s persistent weak- 
ness dominated monetary talks among Western 
industrial nations Saturday but West Germany and 
the United States showed little sympathy for a big 
new support package. 


West German Finance Minister 
Theo Waigel and U.S. Treasury 
Secretary Nicholas Brady were 
expected to teU Japanese monet- 
ary officials that this year’s dump 
in the yen was partly the result of 
interna] squabbling over monet- 
ary policy in Tokyo. 

Bonn indicated it would be 
reluctant to sell marks on foreign 
exchange markets to support the 
yen because it could weaken the 
West German currency. 

“The Japanese made the mis- 
take of raising their interest rates 
too late," a senior West German 
official attending the talks told 
journalists. “They should have 
raised interest rates earlier to 
avoid a lack of confidence/’ 

Tbe Bank of Japan raised its 
key discount rate by one percen- 
tage point to 5.25 per cent March 
20 but that was preceded by an 
open row with the Ministry of 
Finance about tbe size and timing 
of the move. 

Markets saw the rise as too 
little too late and the yen 


TOKYO (AP) — Some Japanese 
consumers and newspapers Satur- 
day welcomed their government’s 
pledges to die United States to 
make structural economic re- 
forms that could fundamentally 
change their work-obsessed na- 
tion. 

“Every Japanese citizen was 
hoping that the talks would force 
Japan to change its structure," said 
housewife Noriko Khnura, 55 of 
Yamato, a Tokyo suburb. 

*T thought that the structure of 
our country could not be changed 
with Japanese hands," she said. 
“There is no way around relying 
.on pressure from outride, just 
like during die occupation. 

The unprecedented agreement 
came in a report issued Thursday 
by Japan and die United States 
after four rounds of talks under 
the structural impediments initia- 
tive. 

Tbe initiative was devised by 
the United States last July as a 
way to attack underlying econo- 
mic reasons for tbe United States' 
$49 billion trade deficit with 
Japan. 

Although generally reacting 
positively to the proposed re- 
forms — which include simplify- 
ing Japan's distribution system, 
. increasing public works spending, 
and prom o ting shorter working 

■ hours — some bristled at the 
degree of U.S. pressure on 

. Japan. 

“I think it is a good thing if the 
' United States gets Japanese 
politicians moving and gets them 
to change old laws that are no 
longer useful,” said Knmiko Tsu- 
kaxnoto, a nurse at a large Tokyo 
hospital. 

But she said some of the speci- 
fics of the agreement, such as 

■ the United States calling on 
Japan to raise public works 
spending," is going a bit for.” 

Mixed media reaction 

The Nihon Keizai Shimbun, 


THE HAGUE (R) — Obstacles 
over Soviet borrowing and U.S. 
funding levels for a 40-nation 
development bank for East 
Europe are almost resolved and 
an accord could be signed by the 
end of May, a top Dutch official 
has said. 

Cees Maas, treasurer general 
at the Dutch Finance Ministry, 
told a news briefing Friday Mos- 
cow would limit its borrowing 
from the new bank for three to 
five years to calm U.S. concern 
that loans to tbe Soviet Union 
migh t use op too much bank 
capital. 

He said tbe Soviet Union 
would either promise not to bor- 
row more from the bank than it 
paid in or restrict loans it takes to 
no more than 60 per cent of Us 
call capital — tbe sum it can be 
summoned to pay into the bank. 

"pin die Americans live with 
such voluntary restraint? The 
answer is yes," said Maas, who is 
involved in negotiations on set- 
ting up the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment. 

Finance ministers and central 


slumped. 

Finance ministers and central 
Kanlc governors from the group of 
seven (G-7) nations — the United 
States, Japan, West Germany. 
France, Britain, Canada and Italy 
— were due to work through a 
long agenda at tbe one-clay talks, 
including the sweeping changes in 
Eastern Europe and German uni- 
fication. 

But the talks at the French 
Finance Ministry were expected 
to be dominated by tbe wea kn es s 
of the yen. trading at a three-year 
low against the dollar until a 
slight recovery this week, and 
turmoil on the Japanese stock 
market. 

FOreign exchange markets are 
watching closely for signs of a 
new package of international 
cooperation to support the yen 
when trading resumes Monday. 
But the West German official, 
who asked not to be identified, 
'appeared to play down this pros- 
pect. 

Monetary officials said 


tbe leading Japanese economic 
daily, wrote that “changing rules 
are inevitable” as “the interna- 
tional borders of economic ativi- 
ties become Marred.” 

“Generally. U.S. business 
rules are obviously more open 
and universal. It is wise for Japan 
to accept tbe U.S. intervention, 
although it could be painful,” the 
newspaper said. 

However, the Mainkhi Shim- 
bun daily said in an editorial that 
“Japan compromised to appease 
U.S. demands.” 

“However, by making efforts 
to make such reforms, Japan can 
comply with the U.S. demands 
and benefit its own consumers,” 
it said. 

Reform of a law that restricted 
tire spread of large stores, which 
cany a wider variety of cheaper 
goods and more imports, won't 
satisfy all consumers, however. 

“It is not necessarily just cheap 
pricing that we consumers want,” 
said Naokazu Takeuchi, bead of 
the Japan Consumers Union, one 
of the nation's largest consumer 
groups. He said large supermar- 
kets charge relatively high prices 
for produce that is not top quali- 
ty- 

A sudden blossoming of huge 
stores could destroy local shop- 
ping communities, be added. 

“We have to take many ele- 
ments — cultural aspects, com- 
munity relationships — into con- 
sideration before making deci- 
sions,” Takeadd said. 

‘Dangerous Dependence* 

The United States is becoming 
dangerously dependent on Japan 
and the solution lies with Amer- 
ican rather than Japanese poli- 
cies, a group of economists, in- 
dustrialists mid lawmakers say in 
a new report. 

“Praising or blaming Japanese 
industries or policymakers will 
not solve our problems, only we 
can do that,” they asserted in a 
report urging “national moMlna- 


bank governors from tbe group of 
seven (G-7) major industrial na- 
tions, meeting in Paris Saturday, 
are doe to discuss issues crucial to 
the new bank. 

The bank is expected to raise' 
10 billion European Currency 
Units (ECU) ($12 billion) in 
capital from 40 nations in its first 
five yean of operation for loans 
to boost private enterprise in East 
Europe. 

One obstacle has been U.S. 
insistence that its contribution to 
the bank be set in dollars rather 
than ECUs to avoid budgetary 
gaps if the dollar's rale drops 
against the European Community 
basket of currencies. 

Maas said tins problem had 
been resolved. “We will aQow the 
U.S. to commit themselves in 
dollars, although this wiD not be 
allowed for all other currencies,” 
he said. 

He added he believed the bank 
statues could be signed by finance 
minister of member countries by 
the end of May,, when many of 
than will be In Paris for a min- 
isterial meeting of the Organisa- 
tion for Economic Cooperation 


Washington was also far from 
convinced that the G-7 should 
emergency measures on the 
yen. Brady was Hedy to stress 
that international fina n cial mar- 
kets had proved resilient to 
shocks in the past 

This week’s agreement be- 
tween Washington and Tokyo on 
removing Japanese obstacles to 
trade will improve the atmos- 
phere of the Paris talks but 
monetary officials say the United 
States does not necessarily see 
the need for a reciprocal gesture 
in tbe form of measures to prop 
up the yen. 

According to - Japanese offi- 
cials, Brady and Japanese Fi- 
nance Minister Ryutaro Hashi- 
moto, who met for 30 urinates 
ahead of the talks, agree that the 
yen weakness does pose a prob- 
lem. But it appeared little new 
ground was broken. 

Thq seven, who since 1985 
have sought to act as a directorate 
for the world economy, now face 
a dilemma: Failure to agree a yen 
package could undermine their 
credibility on currency markets, 
but their scope for action is very 
limited. 

The West German Bundes- 


tion” to revitalise U.S. industrial 
and economic strength. 

The 28-page report titled 
“Dangerous Dependence” was 
issued Thursday by Rebuild 
America, a bipartisan policy 
study group. 

It was released at a public 
forum that organisers said was 
coincidentally held the same day 
U.S. and Japanese officials were 
completing four days of trade 
talks. 

Negotiators at the talks discus- 
sed structural and lifestyle 
changes both countries might 
make to correct the $49 billion 
U.S. trade deficit with Japan. 

Wrong focus 

Congressman Mel Levine said 
in the keynote speech at the 
public forum that the U.S. -Japan 
discussions, launched last year by 
President George Bush, are 
“focusing on the wrong solutions 
to our trade deficit.” 

“What we need are not structu- 
ral impediment talks with Japan, 
but... talks fame at borne... talks 
with industry, labour and govern- 
ment leaders on how to rebuild 
America.” 

“America is today living on a 
Japanese credit card, and to state 
tins truth is not Japan-bashing... 
tbe key to revitalising America 
lies at home, not abroad,” he 
said. 

Tbe authors of “Dangerous 
Dependence” hold differing 
views about U.S.-Japanese trade 
disputes, “but they agree that 
America must now mobilise at 
borne to avoid a growing depend- 
ence upon Japan that is unhealthy 
for both countries,” said Levine, 
who is chairman of Rebuild 
America. 

“Japan should do more to open 
its markets... but focusing cm 
(that) without getting our own 
house in order is like bailing 
water from one end of a boat 
while the other springs a large 
leak,” he said. 


and Development (OECD). 

Maas was briefing reporters 
ahead of Monday’s dvfl servants* 
meeting on the bank in Paris 
which will try to resolve remain- 
ing problems over its location and 
director. 

Eleven cities want its head- 
quarters, including London, 
Paris, Amsterdam and Berlin. 
Both former Dutch Finance 
Minister Onno Ruding and 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand's chief economic adviser, 
Jacques Attali, are candidates to 
head it. 

Maas said the bank would bave 
a 23-member executive board 
with 11 people from EC coun- 
tries, four East Europeans, in- 
ducting one from the Soviet Un- 
ion, four from the rest of Europe 
and four non-Europeans, includ- 
ing one member each from tbe 
United Stales- and Japan. 

Hie EC wfll provide 51 per 
cent of the bank’s capital, 12.4 
per cent will come from East 
Europe, 11.9 per cent from other 
European countries and 24.7 per 
cent from outside Europe. 


bank, determined to stamp oat 
inflationary fallout from econo- 
mic integration of the two Ger- 
manys, is expected to veto any 
move to support tbe yen that 
could weaken the mark or require 
lower interest rates. 

Tbe West German official was 
equally adamant in playing down 
market fears that German uni- 
fication could lead to higher in- 
terest rates, saying: “There is no 
reason to raise interest rates as 
long as tbe mark stays firm." 

U.S. Federal Reserve Board 
Governor Alan Greenspan is also 
thought to be reluctant to change 
U.S. interest rate policy and 
several key members of the cen- 
tral bank have been openly scep- 
tical about the merits of foreign 
exchange intervention. 

Washington and Bonn's scep- 
ticism is expected to be shared by 
Britain and Italy. But the G-7 has 
in the past proved to be highly 
skilled at crisis management and 
has made a speciality of setting 
traps to catch markets unawares. 

The yen, trading Friday at 
157.50 to the dollar, is now well 
outside a secret G-7 thought by 
markets to be 120-140 while the 
mark is steady within its limits. 

Savings 
and loan 
bailout 

could 

cost 

$500b 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
price tag on the savings and loan 
bailout could hit a mind-boggling 
$500 billion if the U.S. economy 
falters, congressional auditors 
said Friday in their bleakest 
asses sme nt of the thrift crisis yet 

The General Accounting 
Office (GAO) said it would cost 
the government at least $325 bil- 
lion to dose or sell failed savings 
institutions. That’s greater than 
die Pentagon's annual budget 

But even the new projection, a 
sharp 26 per cent higher than the 
257 billion estimate offered by 
the GAO only five mouths ago, is 
optimistic, said Comptroller 
General Charles A. Bowsher, 
who heads tbe GAO. 

“It could easily become a $400 
billion problem sod it might even 
fait as high as 500 billion, or half a 
triUkm dollars, if you get die 
economy working against you,” 
Bowsher told the Senate banking 
co mmi ttee. 

Efis testimony at a sparsely 
attended hearing challenged die 
Bush administration’s contention 
that regulators have enough 
money for now and a reassess- 
ment can wait until after this 
year’s congressional el ections. 

Bowsher called on Treasury 
Secretary Nicholas F. Brady mid 
Federal Deposit Insurance Cor- 
poration Chairman L. Wiffiam 
Seidman, who is axhnhustering 
the bailout,” to “develop propos- 
als to provide the additional 
funds.” 

Senator Donald W. Riegle Jr., 
the co mmit tee chairman, said he 
would ask the a dminis t ra tion to 
respond at a hearing next month. 

This “devastating statement” 
from the GAO “shook! be a call 
to arms for all people involved, 
from the ad ministrati on, to Con- 
gress to tbe industry,” said Sena- 
tor Bob Graham. 

In past appearances before 
congressional c o mmitte es, Seid- 
man has conceded that last year’s 
bailout probably is undtafimded. 
Tbe administration, however, has 
suggested it could get by through 
early ap propri a tion of about $30 
bfllion intended for savings and 
loans failures after 1992. 

Michael Beskin, chairman of 
the White House Council of Eco- 
nomic Advisers, declined to com- 
ment on tbe report btrt promised, 
“well analyse it in detail." 

The GAO’s new estimate in- 
cludes interest payments spread 
over 40 yean, but the bulk of the 
325 trillion wfll be needed during 
tiie 1990s. Taxpayers wffi have to 
[ride up most of the $68 billian 
increase, Bowsher said. That 
likely would push their share of 
the total above 200 bjflkm, with 
tiie savings and loans industry 
paying tiie rest. 

“We are looking here at a 
huge, bugs number as for as what 
tbe American taxpayer is going to 
have to pay," he said. 

The ra ti on Had plan- 

ned to spend $50 bfltion to cover 
losses in savings and loans that 
M through 1992. 


Report faults U.S. 

for ‘dangerous dependency' on Japan 

Japanese consumers, media 
generally welcome trade pact 


Several obstacles to East 
European bank near resolution 


Failing Greek eednomy 
dominates Sunday election 


ATHENS (R) — Greece’s year- 
long political crisis looks Kkely to 
worsen after elections Sunday 
which will be dominated by the 
countiy’s faffing economy. 

“If we don’t make radical re- 
forms on taxation, on spending, 
on foreign debt, we wont escape 
from tins crisis," the special eco- 
nomic adviser to the outgoing 
all-party government said. 

Greece’s problems include the 
European Community’s (EC) 
highest inflation rate of 16.5 per 
cent, a black market paying no 
tax and public debts bigger than 
tbe gross domestic product 
(GDP) of $55 billion. 

“This crisis is very deep and we 
most take action. Only a strong 
political government can face tins 
situation.” Angelos Angelo- 
ponlos tokl Reuters. 

But that looks unlikely. Opin- 
ion perils indicate no party will 
win an absolute majority in the 
300-seat parliament and for the 
third time in 10 months back- 
room deals will decide the gov- 
ernment. 

Since the Socialist Party was 
driven from office in June by a 
series of financial and political 
scandals, Greece has been run by 
weak coalitions of conservatives 
and Communists and an all-party 
coalition including the Socialists. 

During tbe political haggling 
and jockeying over tbe past year, 
almost everyone has lamented 
tiie disasterons state of the eco- 
nomy but no one has had the 
power to do anything. 

“We are broke," conservative 
party leader Constantine Mitsota- 
Ids said in a television interview, 
“Unless we have a strong, single 
party government to sort out the 
economic mess, there will be 
chaos.” 

Tbe previous coalition govern- 
ments have been unable to take 
action prompting concern and cri- 
ticism from the EG 

European Commission Presi- 
dent Jacques Delors recently 
wrote to the government decrying 
the sharp economic deterioration 
since 1988 and calling for “im- 
mediate and drastic measures.” 

The most important economic 
indicators available... show tbe 
situation has become very wor- 
rying," he wrote. 

Delors also questioned Athens' 
c o mmitm ent to meet the terms of 


a $1.7 bfflkra EC taanin 1985 and 
said the country's credit- 
worthiness was at stake. 

International organisations 
have drained out bleak reports, 
saying massive deficits and bor- 
rowing in recent years as tiie root 
of the problem. 

Private e c o nomis ts said a weak 
coalition government would be 
tumble to enforce the suggested 
remedies — raising taxes, freez- 


ing. 

Mitsotakis said if tough mea- 
sures were not imposed to cut 
spending, the budget deficit 
would reach three txffikm drach- 
mas ($18.7 trillion) in 1990 after a 
record two trillion ($12_5 bflfion) 
in 1989. 

Socialist Party leader Andreas 
Papandreou, prim e minister from 
1981 until June 1989, has blamed 
Mitsotakis for Greece’s woes, 
saying the economy was robust 
when he handed over power. 

Greece's eco nom y was expand- 
ing as 4.3 per cent in 1988, his last 
full year in power, and slowed to 
2.4 per cent in 1989. Ec on o mis ts 
predicate growth of two per cent 
this year. 

Papandreon, a Harvard- 
trained economist, said the ex- 
pansion would have enabled 
Greece to pay its bills bat con- 
stant “danger and doom- 
mongering” by the conservatives 
over tiie past year had under- 
mined confidence in the eco- 
nomy. 

Despite criminal charges 

ngamO hwn s temming from a 

bank scandal, Papandreon has 
tiie sup po rt of 40 per cent of the 
voters, largely because of his 
soda! welfare programmes. 

But even be now admits state 
spending, which rose to 42.6 per 
cent of GDP in 1988 from 25 J in 
2980, must be controlled. 

He is hoping the welfare 
cushion, extended to almost ev- 
ery Greek by his a dmini stration, 
and fears of draconian conserva- 
tive economic measures, wfll 
boost his chances Sunday. 

Polls indicate conservative 
New Democracy will again be the 
largest party, with 44.4 per cent 
of the vote, Papandreou's 
Panbellenic Socialist Movement 
(Pasok) will have 38.2 per cent 
and the Commomsts are given 20 
per cent. 


Paris bourse soars to new high 

PARIS (R) — Share prices on tiie Paris bourse soared to afl-tune 
highs Friday for tbe second day running as foreign investors 
bought the stocks of leafing French companies, dealers said. 
“France has become a haven of security for investors,” one dealer 
said. The CAC-40 index of the 40 most frequently traded stocks 
rose to a record 2,069.89, 2.06 per cent or 35.78 points above 
Thursday’s dosing record of 2,034.11. It bad gained 96.1 points 
since last Friday’s finish of 1,971.79. France’s economy is humming 
at present. Tbe franc is strong, figures on inflation and economic 
growth have been favourable and company results have been 
buoyant so far this year. Earlier tiris week the Bank of France and 
leafing French banks cut key interest rates. 

U.S. jobless rate falls 

WASHINGTON (R) — The U.S. unemployment rate fell to 5.2 
per cent daring March after bolding at 5.3 per cent for nine straight 
months, the labour department said Friday, but tbe pace of 
new-job creation was the slowest in more than tirree-and-a-balf 
years. Despite the addition of thousands of workers hired by the 
government to conduct its 10-year census, total payrolls excluding 
agricultural workers grew by only 26,000 last month after a revised 

356.000 gain in February. The March new jobs figure was tin 
smallest gain since June 1986, when the number of jobs fell by 
110,000. The number of new jobs created in March, though fair 
weaker than forecast by Wall Street economists, remains consistent 
with a weakly expanding national economy but may increase 
concern about the tikeKhood of a business slowdown. During tiie 
fourth quarter of 1989, the U.S. economy grow at its weakest pace 
since 1986 and the sluggish pattern has continued into the early 
months of 1990. The department said there was a loss of 96,000 
jobs in goods-prodndng industries fining March and an increase of 

122.000 service jobs. It said the hiring of census bureau workers 
accounted for most of tbe 75,000-job gain in gove rnm ent employ- 
ment last month. But the main hiring for the census is expected to 
occur between mid- April and mid-May when about 250,000 people 
wfll be taken on tempor ari ly for tbe national population count. 

Soviet-Vletnamese firm reports landmark 

BANGKOK (AP) — A Vietnamese-Soviet joint venture has 
pumped out its three millio nth ton of erode oil from Vietnam’s 
southern continental shelf, an offidai news report said. The firm, 
Vietsovpetro, tapped the three millionth ton from the Vang 
Tan-con Dao special zone in the Sooth China Sea March 29, the 
Vietnam News Agency said. Vietsovpetro, established in 1981, 
extracted the first barrels of erode from the field on June 26, 1986, 
it said. It said the firm tapped almost 1.52 million tons of crude last 
year, 110,000 tons more than the original target. For years, 
Vi ets o v pe tr o had a monopoly in oil exploration but tiie govern- 
ment has attracted firms from non-communist countries with a 
liberal foreign investment code promulgated in early 1988. Firms 
now working in Vietnam indude British Petroleum, Hy d rocarbons 
India Ltd., and PetrofinaSA of Bdgpnn. The Genera! Depaibuem 
of CHI and Gas was dissolved late last month in a broad 
reorganisation of government ministiies for greater efficiency. Its 
functions were assumed by tiie Ministry of Heavy Industry. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


U.S. 


Dwateank 
Serin tue 


Saturday, April 7, 1996 
Central Book efflebi rates 

Sv &■ Breach franc 117.6 1113 

SSTrfSi 6 * 1 ® 0 S 5 Sf 

W918 1105.4 3SL0 353.1 

■ag« 4B72 Swodbh am 109.4 W9.1 

4*1 4497 totea lira (for 100) SU 54.! 

Bdgfata franc (for 10) 190.9 1SL0 


horoscope 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY APRIL 8, 1 999 

By Thomas S. Person, Astrologer, CarrcS fighter Foundation 

and jouraals are gve flabte K> * 
more wefl rounded awareness » 
bow to make your daily dunes 
more productive. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Changes that can be quite- benefi- 
cial o cc ur today wifi tbe FuS 
Moon in Libra coming tomorrow, 
so be rare to keep an open mifld 
and be objective coward new be- 
gtwnmg^ , especially where new- 
comers me concerned. 

ARKS: (March 21 to April 19) 
Now you bave a fine day to discuss 
and thresh out with b u s messnim 
and from any available sources that 
information that can aid your prac- 
tical needs. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Consider that you want to bring to 
die attention of outside associa t e s 
so that you can make better 

arrangements with them in tbe 
days ahead. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to lime 21) 
Look for wtoeua more efficient 
methods and im pro v ements you 
cm put in effect where dafly activi- 
ties are concerned, then reqnest 
then potential help. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Yon need to know more 
about some recreation or pleasure 
in which you are pbmning to en- 
gage and this is a good time to do 
just that. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A 
situation at your reskJemx requires 

you hamfle it with more than usual 
tact and diplomacy or some unfor- 
tunate tensions coufcf remain for 
sometime. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Dehre into whatever magazines 


UBKA: (September 23 to October 
22) You are very much concerned 
about tbe practical aspects of ywff 
position at the moment 
and can study aad uncover ways to 
bter improve them. 

SCORPIO. (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You are intensely con- 
cerned with yourself and what 
you want today and taught but 
you can ward over potential 
favours from others by such an 
attitude. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 23 to 
December 211 A friend who is 
usually very undemanding has 
pressures that do not permit speed- 
ing as much time with you or on 
your wishes as you would Bit- 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 tto 
January 20) Take some time out 
now to bu3d up whatever fences of 
a public nature need to be repaired 
by you or be more careful at 
vocation. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Some cootfitions come to 
light than can create a big problem 
far you if you allow them to cfo so. 
so pass these by and save you red? 
grief. 

PISCES: February 20 to March 20) 
Yon have many new ideas ami 
some of them are very good but it 
is necessary that you use the yard- 
stick of dberimmatioo for right 
results. 


THE Daily Crossword., 


Louis SaWn 


ACROSS 
1 Farm tool 
5 Irene of Him 
10 Don talk 

14 Ms FaJana 

15 Dubliners 

16 Author 
Kingsley 

17 Blotto 

20 Etui fitter 

21 Dominions 

22 Conclude 

23 Harsh 

24 Assemblies 

27 Possesses 

28 Lace's metal 
tip 

32 Part of FtSVP 

33 Sroggtofs 
catch 

34 Make beloved 

35 Foolish 

39 Large plains 
-40 Spoil 

41 Tehrs.' gp. 

42 Untidy 

43 Actor Nabors 

44 Visitor 
46 Lillie bits 
48 D.C. title: 

abbr. 

40 Hunting dogs 
52 Not knowing 
50 Really clever 

58 Endure 

59 Passover feast 

60 Sunday 
section 

61 Demands 
payment 

62 Wear down 

63 Actor Montand 

DOWN 

1 Scheme 

2 Bel wrong 

3 Monte - 
England 

4 Prison VIP 

5 Longed 

6 Clumsy 
craft 

7 Ms Zadora 

8 Plus Items 
0 Embarrass 

10 Getting by 

11 Russ, border 
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tM. iter 5 «>m«s 

A8 Raoonaa 


river 

12 Dig for 


13 Requests 

18 Arm bone 

10 Rose 

23 Defi items 

24 Sacred song 

25 Strong thread 

26 MerfinefH and 
Maxwell 

27 Attention 
getter 

29 Sierra — 

30 Softens 

31 Pay for 

33 Overhead 
lines 

34 Sense of 
hearing 

36 Penetrating 
perceptions 

37 Chicago 
school , 

38 Uncle — 

43 Quartz 

44 Equipment 


Yesterday's Puttie Solved: 


nnnn nnm noirn 
nnr7n nnnan nnnn 
nnr.fi nnnnn near* 

nnn nnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnnrm 
□tin nnnnn aaano 
nnnn nnj nnan 
nnnnn mnnn □no 
nnnann onrrtmaa . 
nnnn nnn 

nnnn nnnnn annr 
nnnn nnnnn naan 
nnnn nnnn nnnn 


45 Not prepared 

47 To the point 

48 Trap 

49 — eagle 

50 Isaac's son 

51 Org. 


52 Previously 
owned 

53 Russ sea 

54 Set routine 

55 Love god 
57 Commotion 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



*Tm from the church. We’re 
raising money by selling afterlife 
insurance policies." 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
wtettwtoeech square, to form 
fowenJtoary aortJa 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 

/ " 


ROHON 


nHi 



•BBSs as* 


FROOL 



me 



YIMT1D 
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rn~ 




MOKE APPRECIATE? 

IFVyEVjffiffEQVEN 

IT LATER IN L/F£, 


& tatters to 


Pr in t sn swm l me: 


(Answer* Monday) 

PUSSY LAUGH BAUBLE GIMLET 

* A n sw er He *4w Indulges bulges 
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west aii-star Navratilova, Capriati advanc 

team posts . r 

2nd victory in women’s tennis tourney 


TOKYO (AP) — Associated 
press all-American Gary Payton 
of Oregon State University Satur- 
day scored 16 points, grabbed 
four rebounds and had 13 assists 
as the West All-Star team beat 
the Midwest 101-90 for their 
second victory in the Japan 
Classic, 

The South Team led 48-42 at 
halftime and went on to post a 
105-100 victory over the East in 
the day’s second game. 

The East and South each have 
1-win, 1-loss records, while the 
midwest is 0-2. 

Howard Dexter of Pepperdine 
University was the West's highest 
point-getter with 26. He also had 
six rebounds before half-a-dozen 
National Basketball Association 
(NBA) scouts watching the game. 

The scouts, including scotty 
Stirling of the Sacramento Kings, 
made assessments for the NBA 
draft scheduled for June 18. 

Stirling picked Payton as the 
best players among 40 selected 
from 26 U.S. colleges and com- 
peting in the Japan Classic, which 
was formerly the Aloha Classic 
held in Hawaii. 

After the game, Payton said, “I 
don't caret who drafts me, but I 
hope to join the Sacramento 
team." 

Payton arrived in Tokyo four 
hours before the start of the first 
game Friday and be said he did 
not play well then. Bat regarding 
his performance Saturday, he 
said, “I played much better than 
yesterday." 

Payton's quick passes, skillful 
dribbling and accurate jumpers 
impressed nearly 3,500 specta- 
tors. 

At the end of the first half, the 
Midwest scored seven points with 
three field goals and one free 
throw, including a basket by Pur- 
due University's Ryan Beruing 
with 10 seconds left. 

In the second half, the West 
took the lead for the first time on 
a jumper by the University of 
California at Santa Barbara's Eric 
McArthur with 12:43 left. 

With 3:17 left, Payton stole the 
bail and dribbled upconrt to score 
two points. 

Japanese spectators applauded 
as Payton fed Japan’s Takeshi 
YuJri for his only basket in the 
game with -0:28 -seconds left . . 

Four Japanese are plap5g~m 
each of the four all-star teams to 
gain experience. 


HILTON HEAD ISLAND, 
South Carolina (R) — Top seed 
‘Martina Navratilova avenged last 
week’s loss to Katerina Maleeva 
with a 6-0, 6-1 quarterfinal 
thrashing of the fifth-seeded 
Bulgarian at the $500,000 
women’s tennis tournament 
Friday. 

Navratilova, who lost in three 
sets to the lOth-ranked Maleeva 
on the same clay surface in a 
semifinal in Houston, said her 
guard was ud this time. 

“It was an important match, no 
donbt about it,” world number 
two Navratilova said of the 55- 
minute rout. "If I would have lost 
to her twice in a row it would 
have been a real negative in terms 
of my year. But I knew I wasn't 
going to. Everything was clicking 
out there. 

Navratilova joined American 
teen sensation Jennifer Capriati 
in the semifinal round. The 14- 
year-old rising star overcame a 
second set lapse to oust eighth- 
seeded Canadian Helen Kelesi 
6-2, 4-6, 6-1 in a match filled with 
lengthy baseline rallies, 

Capriati's semifinal opponent 
will be sixth seed Natalia Zvereva 
of the Soviet Union, the 7-6, 6-0 
beneficiary of a qpmplete melt- 
down by fourth-seeded Spaniard 
Conchha Martinez. 

Martinez built a seemingly in- 
surmountable 6-0 tiebreak lead 
and then lost her touch as 
Zvereva fought back to 6-6. The 


Spaniard became so upset, she 
threw her racket toward the 
umpire’s chair and received a 
penalty point that gave the 14th- 
ranked Zvereva a 7-6 lead. 

Zvereva, a finalist here last 
year, won the next point and 
raced through the second set 
without dropping a game as a 
disheartened Martinez watched 
in frustration. 

The final four was completed 
by unseeded Regina Raichrtova 
of Czechoslovakia who upset 
third-seeded American Zina Gar- 
rison 4-6, 6-3. 6-1 to set up a 
meeting with a Navratilova. 

Rajchrtova, 46th in the world, 
took control from 4-3 in the 
second set and never looked back 
as she won eight of the last nine 
games. 

In other games, top-seeded 
Brad Gilbert marched steadily 
into tbe semifinals of the 
$250,000 Orlando Tennis Classic 
with a solid 6-3, 6-3 victory over 
fellow American Joey Rive 
Friday. 

The fifth-ranked Gilbert was 
pure precision as he dissected 
Rive in just 70 minutes to adv- 
ance to a semifinal against Amer- 
ican qualifier Malivai Washington. 
Washington. 

“I feel if I can control the 
situation and dictate the way I 
want things to go. I'm doing 
good,” Gilbert said. 

Washington, ranked 152nd in 
the world, upset fourth-seeded 


countryman Scott Davis 6-3,. 7-5 
to reach his first semifinal since 
turning professional latest 
September. \ 

“It’s a very big win for me,” 
said tbe 20-year-old Washington, 
who was the number one college 
player in the United States in 
1988 and 1989. “Anytime you get 
to a semi this early in your career 
it's big. I hope I can go a little 
farther and keep doing well." 

The other semifinal pits third- 
seed Christo Van Rensburg of 
South Africa against unseeded 
American David Pate, 

Van Rensburg struggled to eli- 
minate 19-year-old Australian 
Jason Stoltenberg 64, 4-6, 6-1 
and Pate posted a 64, 7-6 win 
over unseeded West German 
Alexis Hombrecher, who reached 
the quarters on a walkover when 
second seed Aaron Krickstein 
withdrew with an injury. 

The 117th-ranked Rive’s serve- 
and-volley game was effectively 
neutralised by Gilbert whose 
strong return of serve halted 
Rive's path to the net. 

Gilbert broke Rive twice in 
the opening set and needed just 
one early service break in the 
second set to claim his victory and 
earn the respect of his opponent. 

“Brad's a classic counterpun- 
cher," Rive said. “He makes 
every guy look like he's working 
so hard and he's doing it so easy. 
He demoralises whoever he 
plays." 


U.S. squad ‘catching on’ 


FENTON, Missouri (AP) — The 
United States may be the under- 
dog of international soccer com- 
petition, but it's catching on fast. 

“With our athletic ability and 
the time we've spent together, I 
think we’ll have the ability to 
surprise some people." said mid- ' 
fielder Tab Ramos, whose team 
hosts Iceland in a World Cap 
tune up Sunday. “We're impro- 
ving every time out." 

'Hie United States has a 2-5 
record in a 15-game warmup 
schedule for its first World Cup 
appearance in 40 years. 

U.S. coach Bob Gansler real- 
ises his team will be at a decided 
disadvantage against more sea-. . 
soned squads this summer in Ita- 
ly, so hell be satisfied with mod- 
erate improvement against Ice- 
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Opening lead: Nine of 4 
We remember more than 20 years 
ago when Christian Mari and Pat- 
rick Huang first blazed into interna- 
tional bridge for their respective 
countries. In 1989, now grizzled vet- 
erans of innumerable encounters, 
they crossed swords in the 1989 Ber- 
muda Bowl matches, and thrilled 
the spectators. 

North’s two-dub response was a 


partnership agreement designed to 
allow him to ask for aces at his next 
turn. He settled in six no tramp 

when he found there was an ace 
missing. 

Sitting West. Mari found the safe 
lead of a dub. Huang won in hand 
and immediately led a spade to the 
queen. When that held, the straight- 
forward way to make tbe contract 
would have been to try the heart 
finesse. That would have resulted in 
a one-trick defeat. 

Instead, Huang started cashing 
his minor-suit winners. Foreseeing 
an end p Lay, Mari's first discard was 
a low heart, baring his kingl Then 
he pitched two spades on tbe last 
diamond and fourth dub. Mari now 
had come down to the ace and jack 
of spades and king of hearts, while 
declarer had the bare king of spades 
and ace and another heart 

If West had reduced his holding 
to a singleton ace of spades and two 
hearts, declarer could guarantee the 
contract by throwing him in with a 
spade to force a heart return. After 
some thought, Huang decided to 
credit Mari with stellar defense. De- 
clarer led the queen of hearts from 
dummy and. when East followed 
low, rose with the ace to fell the king 
and land the slam! 
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land. 

“We need to improve, and we 
have,” Gansler said. 

Gansler said the United States 
played maybe 40 solid, competi- 
tive minutes out of 90 against the 
Soviet Union, a top contender for 
the World Cup title, in a 3-1 loss 
Feb. 24 at Stanford, California. 

In a 3-2 loss to East Germany 
March 28, Gansler said his team 
was competitive for all but about 
10 minutes. 

More than a victory Sunday, 
Gansler wants to see that the 
United States belongs on ihe field 
from wire-to-wire. 

“Wins and losses definitely 


lovakia at Florence, Italy. 

By then, Ramos figures the 
United States will have at least 
one advantage. 

“A lot of teams are not even 
together yet because all of their 
players are playing in profession- 
al leagues," Ramos said, “They 
only get together once a month. 

“It's probably the only advan- 
tage we'U hold. I hope we'll do 
well." 

Iceland figures to be another 
Challenger for the Americans in 
the first meeting between the two 
teams since 1978. Iceland was 
1-34 in the talented group 3 of 
European World Cup qualifying. 


matter, because timt is why ^P^^yonifwtiag.agjingt tip. goviet Un- 

ion. East Germany, Austria and 
But It’S not fatal If we don t Win. T..rlr«v Iceland tied the Soviet 


so long as we improve.” 

“We realise we need to get 
some things done in this game.” 

The United States is coming off 
a brief European tour that in- 
cluded a 2-0 loss to Hungary 
March 20 and a 3-2 loss to East 
Germany March 28. During the 
warmup series, the United States 
has beaten Bermuda and Fin- 
land, while also losing to Costa 
Rica, Colombia and the Soviet 
Union. 

The European tour was impor- 
tant because the United States 
plays three European teams, Ita- 
ly, Czechoslovakia and Austria, 
in the first round of the World 
Cop. The United States opens 
cup play June 10 against Czecbos- 


ion. East Germany, Austria and 
Turkey. Iceland tied the Soviet 
Union 1-1 twice and played to a 
scoreless tie with Austria, which 
also qualified for the World Cup. 

Gansler said Iceland's style of 
play was similar to that of Fin- 
land, which the United States 
beat 2-1 March 10. 

The United States, which has 
qualified for the 24-team World 
Cup field for the first time since 
1950, will be missing a couple of 
its tip offensive threats for Sun- 
day’s game. Peter Vermes and 
Chris Sullivan, who joined the 
team a month ago, both are 
playing for professional teams in 
Europe. 

Midfielder Hugo Perez also is 
sidelined with a broken leg. 


World champion Lawson 
injured in practice crash 


FATAL ATTRACTION 


MONTEREY, California (R) — 
Four time world champion Eddie 
Lawson suffered a broken heel 
Friday when be crashed daring 
the second timed practice for 
Sunday's U.S. Grand Prix 
motorcycle race at Laguna Seca 
raceway. 

The initial report from track 
medical personnel was that the 
American mbtorcycle star 
appeared to have broken both his 
legs. He was taken to a nearby 
hospital and X-rays revealed that 
Lawson fractured his right beet 
and aggravated a left ankle frac- 
ture suffered in a crash in Japan 
last month. 

Lawson, who had been looking 
forward to racing in his some 
state, was conscious and talking 
when taken from the track to 
community hospital of the Mon- 
terey Peninsula, said Dr. Dan 
Delgado, who treated the fallen 
rider at the scene. 

A spokesman for Lawson's 
Yamaha team said the reigning 
world champion was expected to 
be oat of action at least one 
month and will likely miss the 
Spanish Grand Prix in addition to 


Sunday's race. 

The crash occurred in the after- 
noon practice, when Lawson’s 
Yamaha appeared to lose its 
brakes entering turn 2 of the 
2.196-mile (2. 5 34- km) course 
where the motorcycles are com- 
ing off tbe fastest part of the track 
into a hairpin. 

Lawson, who switched from 
Honda to the Yamaha team man- 
aged by retired world champion 
Kenny Roberts this season, in- 
itially fractured the left ankle in a 
crash eariay in tbe season's first 
race last month in Suzuka, Japan. 

Honda rider Wayne Gardner 
of Australia was fastest in Fri- 
day’s timed practice with a lap of 
one minute 26.758 seconds at an 
average speed of 91.122 MPH 
(146.642 pH) recorded during 
tbe morning session. 

American Suzuki rider Kevin 
Scbwantz was second fastest in 
1:26.805 set during the morning 
session and his compatriot Wayne 
Rainey, Lawson's Yamaha team 
mate who won the season opener 
in Japan, posted the day's thrid 
quickest time of 1:27.028 in the 
crash-marred- afternoon session. 


Comaneci 
returns to 
spotlight 


RENO. Nevada (AP) — Nadia 
Comaneci showed an adoring au- 
dience that while she no longer 
has all the graceful moves that 
won her perfect scores in the 
Olympics 14 years ago, she still 
has captivating charm. 

In her first public performance 
in six years, the 28-year-old gym- 
nast who defected from Romania 
four months ago did cartwheels 
and black flips for a near-capacity 
crowd Friday in the 1, 800-seat 
Ziegfeld Theatre inside Bally’s 
Reno Hotel-Casino. 

Co maned also was back in the 
arms of former coach Bela 
Karoiyi, who came to Reno for a 
reunion with his star pupil after 
nearly six' years apart. Their emo- 
tional hug on ftage was reminis- 
cent of the embrace they shared 
in ^Montreal after the lithe 14- 
year-old ran into Karolyi's arms 
foQdwi^g her dismount from a 
balance beam that produced her 
first perfect score. 

Fighting off tears, Comaneci 
told the crowd, “I'm glad to be in 
my new homeland. This is very 
emotional for me... I love Amer- 
ica. I love you all." 

Her coach, in defending Com- 
aneci’s recent public relations 
troubles prompted by tales of 
spending sprees and a rela- 
tionship with a married man, said 
she must have been emotionally 
lost upon her arrival in the Un- 
ited States. 

“Ten years ago, I was standing 
in the streets of Los Angeles a 
desperate man,” said Karoiyi. 
who left Romania in 1980. “Ten 
years later, I believe Nadia was 
just as desperate as me. 1 am so 
happy she is here to regain her 
glory, her status that she de- 
serves.” 

Coman ed holds 21 gold medals 
from Olympic and world cham- 
pionship events. 

A cast of 16 younger gymnasts, 
including top-ranked Americans 
Kim Zmeskal and Lance Ring- 
nald, also was in the performance 
taped at Bally's for airing April 
21 by ABC Sports. But Comaneci 
was the obvious star and crowd 
favourite. ~ 

“Americans very much want to 
love Nadia," said two-time Olym- 
pic gold medallist Bart Conner, 
who hosted tbe show. “In time, I 
think they will again." 

Coman ed was criticised be- 
cause of her relationship with 
Constantin Panait, a Romanian 
emigre from Florida who helped 
heT escape the country under the 
former regime of Nicolae Ceases- 
cu. Panait is married with chil- 
dren. 



veterans 



charge of 
Masters 


AUGUSTA, Georgia (R) — 
Raymond Floyd charged past the 
first-time players that ruled the 
Masters on opening day by firing 
a 68 Friday to take a one-shot 
lead after 36 holes at Augusta 
National. 

The 47-year-old Floyd, who 
last won a tournament in 1986, 
the year he became the oldest 
player to win a U.S. Open, stood 
at six-under-par 138 after a round 
that featured four birdies and an 
eagle at the par-5 8th hole. 

In second place was another 
surprisingly veteran, Scott Hoch, 
who also posted a 68 — the low 
round of the day — and would 
have held a share of the lead 
except for a bogey at 18. 

Hoch is trying to erase his 
nightmarish memory from last 
year when he muffed a two-foot 
putt that would have won him the 
title that he lost to eventual 
champion Nick Faldo in a sud- 
den-death playoff. 

The first 18 holes of the 54th 
Masters belonged to the uniniti- 
ated as Masters rookie Mike 
Donald fired a 64, one off the 
course record, to lead by two 
shots over John Huston, also 
making his debut at Augusta. 

But Donald unravelled from 
the start Friday, staggering out of 
the gate with five bogeys in his 
first six holes, while Huston and 
Peter Jacobsen, who was third 
overnight after an opening 67, 
struggled to hold on. 

Huston, whose birdie at num- 
ber 2 put him at seven-under, 
finished with a 74 and stood alone 
in third place at four-under 140. 

Donald ended a miserable day 
with a triple bogey at 18 for an 82 
and 146. 


Round two belonged to the 
veterans and some semblance of 
order returned to the first major 
championship of the year. 

Besides Floyd and Hoch, Jack 
Nicklaos, appearing in his 32nd 
Masters, Masashi (Jumbo) Ozaki 
of Japan and Craig Stadler moved 
into contention on a day when 
hazy sunshine gave way to over- 
cast skies and strong winds. Rain 
that threatened to mar the after- 
noon held off until the last few 
holes. 

“I’m tickled pink about the 
way I've played,” Floyd said. 
“This brings back some old 
memories." 

Hoch went a long way toward 
erasing his unpleasant Masters 
memory. 

“This is the easiest part about 
the past year, the playing,” Hoch 
said. “Here I can do something 
about it. When people asked me 
about it (the missed putt) during 
the past year all I could say was 
'hey, I messed up."’ 

Three shots behind Floyd was 
Ozaki, whose up-and-down 
round included four birdies and 
three bogeys. 

Bunched at two-under-par 142. 
four shots off the pace, were 
Nicklaus, Stadler, Mike Hulbert. 
Bill Britton and Jacobsen, who 
suffered doubled bogeys on 13 
and 16 after starting his round 
with 12 successive pars. 

Another shot back was a group 
that included Faldo, double U.S. 
Open champion Curtis Strange 
and 1985 Masters champion Ber- 
nhard Langer of West Germany. 

“It was a long, hard struggle," 
said Faldo, who shot a 72. “The 
wind was blowing stronger than 


yesterday. But I‘m still right in 
there if I can get some putts to 
drop." 

Tbe 50-year-old Nicklaus, who 
won last week in his first outing 
on the Senior tour, rebounded 
from a double bogey on 12 with 
three consecutive birdies and was 
eager for the next half of the 
tournament. 

“I think I have a very good 
chance. Both my scores could 
have been a lot lower. I’m look- 
ing forward to tomorrow very 
much," said Nicklaus, the only 
six-time Masters winner. 

Floyd, playing his 26th Mas- 
ters, also felt rejuvenated. “I 
really played well on the par-5s. 1 
was five-under-par on them to- 
day ,” said Floyd who birdied 
three of them and eagled the 8th 
hole. 

“I haven’t reached that hole in 
the last six or seven years,” he 
said. 

Forty-nine players survived the 
cut which was set at 14S. Among 
the most notable casualties were 
Australian Greg Norman and 
1988 champion Sandy Lyle. 

Norman, who finished within 
one shot of the winner in the last 
three Masters, added a 72 to his 
opening 78 to finish at 150 and 
missed his first Masters cut in 10 
years at Augusta. 

Lyle finished with a 74 for 151 
and for the second day in a row 
was more a threat to die specta- 
tors than he was to par. 

The Briton, who sent one spec- 
tator to hospital Thursday with an 
errant drive, put another fan into 
hospital when he hooked a shot 
on the 2nd hole and struck a third 
onlooker with a wild approach 
shot. 


Baseball season starts Monday 


NEW YORK (R) — The Oak- 
land Athletics, last year's world 
series champions, again look the 
best team in American baseball 
as the 1990 season finally gets 
underway Monday. 

The season was delayed by a 
week because of a labour dispute. 

The A’s are bidding for their 
third straight American League 
West title in what looks easily the 
strongest division. 

Thieir offence is headed by 
power-hitting Jose Canseco and 
fleet-footed base stealer Rickey 
Henderson while the world 
series’ most valuable player, 
Dave Stewart, leads the pitching 
lineup. 

The Kansas City Royals and 
the California Angels, both 
strengthened by off-season ac- 
quisitions, could pose the chief 
threat to the A’s. 

The Royals become the first 


team ever to start the season with 
both Cy Young Award winners in 
Bret Saberhagen and new signing 
Mark Davis, who saved 44 games 
for San Diego last year. 

Mark Langston has been grab- 
bed from Montreal in the off 
season free agent scramble to add 
further depth to the California 
Angels" pitching staff. 

Pitching depth could be a signi- 
ficant factor this year. 

The shortened spring training 
season will adversely affect a 
number of starting pitchers who 
have had too little time to get 
their arms properly tuned. 

For that reason alone the New 
York Mets, with six talented star- 
ters includinag two former Cy 
Young winners in Dwight 
Gooden and Frank Viola, should 
win the National League's East 
division. 

The Mets finished six games 


behind first-placed Chicago Cubs 
last year and the first few weeks 
of the season will show whether 
they have overcome their tenden- 
cy to self-destruct. 

The National League West 
looks a highly competitive divi- 
sion with the San Diego Padres, 
strengthened by the addition of 
slugger Joe Carter, mounting a 
strong challenge to defending 
champions San Frandsco Giants. 

The Giants retain the services 
of home run king Kevin Mitchell 
and first baseman Will Clark but 
their pitching is painfully weak, 
as was obvious against the Oak- 
land A's in last season's world 
series. 

The American League East, 
won last year by the Toronto 
Blue Jays, remains a division in 
decline with every team bar the 
hapless Detroit Tigers a title con- 
tender. 


Argentines pin hopes on Maradona again 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Argen- 
tina's hopes of retaining the 
World Cup will depend heavily 
on the form, fitness and mood of 
their captain and inspiration 
Diego Maradona. 

The soccer genius who rose 
from a Buenos Aires slum to 
become a multi-millionaire was 
the star of tbe Mexico finals four 
years ago when he roused a disci- 
plined and skilled, if unspectacu- 
lar, Argentina to triumph. 

National coach Carlos Bilardo 
is confident he will be able to 
count on a fully fit and motivated 
Maradona, despite the player’s 
many off-field problems and 
quarrels this season. 

“I’m more and more convinced 
that when he finally joins the 
national team it won’t be difficult 
in the month before (the finals) to 
produce tbe best Diego, the one 
we all want,” he said. “Diego is a 
model of commitment to the col- 
ours he defends." 

Maradona and several of 
Argentina’s other key men, in- 
cluding new wing sensation 
Clandio Caniggia. play league 
soccer in Italy. This will enable 
them to feel at home, particularly 
in Naples if Maradona’s Napoli 
win the league title. 

Argentina face the Soviet Un- 
ion and Romania in Naples in 
their group B games after meet- 
ing Cameroon in the opening 
match in Milan on June 8. 

Caniggia, a lightning first strik- 
er, emerged as a brilliant pros- 


pect during the 1987 South Amer- 
ican championship in Buenos 
Aires. 

But his fifth goal for Argentina 
against Uruguay in the 1989 
championship was tbe nation's 
last, a depressing record the 
world champions will be eager to 
quickly put behind them in Italy. 

“I dreamt I would score 
(against Cameroun)." said Canig- 
gja. It would be exactly a year 
after the goal I got against Uru- 
guay in Goiania. I'm supersti- 
tious. I believe in those dungs." 

Caniggia is returning to form 
for Atalanta after a mixed first 
season in Italy with Verona was 
clouded by a broken leg and press 
allegations that he Liked the high 
life. 

Caniggia is aware of what a 
good World Cup would mean for 


his future. Tm conscious that it's 
there, in the World Cup. where, 
tbe future of many of us will be 
decided," he said. 

Playmaking duties will be the 
main responsibility of Jorge Bur- 
ruchaga of French dub Nantes, if 
be fully recovers from the injuries 
which have plagued him since tbe 
Mexico finals, and veteran Jorge 
Valdano. 

Valdano, like Burruchaga, 
scored in the 3-2 win over West 
Germany in the 1986 final. He 
believes bis team mate couald 
have an even better World Cup in 
Italy. 

‘Tm certain Burruchaga will 
have a great World Cup, even 
better than in Mexico," he said. 

Valdano, 34, retired from soc- 
cer two years ago after a long 
bout of hepatitis brought his Real 
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Madrid career to an end. Bilardo, 
however, having failed to find an 
adequate replacement, per- 
suaded him ro make a comeback 
exclusively for the national team. 

“If you got fit you don’t know 
how many problems you’d solve 
for me in Italy," Bilardo told 
him. 

Valdano said: ‘Tm not going to 
be satisfied simply playing in the 
World Cup. If I give it six months 
of my life it's because I want to 
have a decisive influence." 

Bilardo may have difficulty 
building a defence as solid as that 
which conceded only five goals in 
seven games in Mexico. Goal- 
keeper Nery Pumpido will have 
to be in top shape for his third 
World Cup finals. 
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ese army enforces curfew 
50 dfe in march on palace 


KATHMANDU (R) — Nepalese authorities damped 
a curfew on Kathmandu Saturday after security 
forces shot dead up to 50 people to halt a protest 
march on the royal palace, but fresh signs of revolt 
were reported outside the capital. 


People in Kathmandu, where 
100,000 pro-democracy demon- 
strators were dispersed by gunfire 
Friday, seemed to be obeying the 
curfew orders repeated every 
half-hour on the Himalayan king- 
dom's state-run radio. 

But 15,000 people demons- 
trated in nearby Bhaktapur, wit- 
nesses said. Later peoeple living 
in the area reported seeing ambu- 
lances beading from Bhaktapur 
towards Kathmandu. 

Radio Nepal said six people 
had died and 107 were injured 
when police opened fire to 
halt Friday’s demonstrators as 
they approached the palace of 
Ring Birendra, traditionally re- 
vered as a descendant of the 
Hindu god Vishnu. 

Witnesses and hospital doctors 
said 50 people died. 

The radio said an indefinite 
curfew was in force within a 
10-kilometre radius of central 
Kathmandu, including the town 
of Patan where thousands 
roamed the streets last week de- 
manding multi-party democracy. 

The radio said anyone break- 
ing the curfew would be jailed for 
a month. Any curfew-breaker 
deemed to be resisting arrest 
would be shot dead, the Nepali- 
language warning said. 


it said a two-hour break in the 
curfew promised earlier had been 
cancelled. The curfew would stay 
in force until at least Sunday 
morning. 

Nepal, wedged between India 
and Tibet, has been ruled since 
1972 by the 44-year-old Birendra 
who 'Friday replaced a hardline 
government with more liberal 
leaders. 

On Saturday several leading 
government opponents were 
freed from detention. They in- 
ducted human rights leader De- 
vendra Raj Panday and the acting 
general secretary of the Nepali 
Congress Party. Yog Prasad Up- 
adhyaya. 

The Nepali Congress joined 
forces with seven small Commun- 
ist factions in February to launch 
campaign for open political activ- 
ity. Political parties have been 
banned since 1960. 

Police broke up demonstra- 
tions, with an official death toll of 
12, and arrested hundreds of peo- 
ple in the first weeks of the 
campaign. The crackdown fuelled 
the past week's mass protest. 

Witnesses said Patan, an his- 
toric town which residents had 
turned into a no-go area for 
police, had been taken over by 
the army Friday night. 


75 killed, 35 missing in 
North Sea ferry fire 


OSLO (R) — At least 75 people 
died after fire swept through a 
Danish ferry in the North Sea 
early Saturday and 35 others were 
missing, feared trapped in the 
vessel. 

“Firemen found 75 people 
dead on board the Scandinavian 
Star," said Borghild Eldoen, 
spokeswoman for the Norwegian 
Rescue Service. 

“But they have not yet sear- 
ched the whole vessel, and 35 to 
40 are still missing.” 

About 330 people abandoned 
the ship after fire broke out dur- 
ing an overnight trip from Nor- 
way to Denmark. A dozen other 
vessels, backed up by helicopters, 
picked up most of them un- 
harmed. 

The 10,513-ton ferry issued a 
mayday call at 0130 GMT when it 
was about 30 miles south of the 
Faerder Lighthouse at the mouth 
of tiie Oslo Fjord, saying a fire 
was raging through the vessel. 
The captain said he suspected 
arson. 

Many of the dead were burnt 
or suffocated. The ferry, billow- 
ing smoke, was taken under tow 
to the Swedish port of Lysekil. 

Norwegian NRK public televi- 
sion showed aerial pictures of the 
white-hulled ship ringed by res- 
cue vessels in calm waters under a 
blue sky. A tug was trying to 
douse the flames. 

An early estimate of 500 pas- 
sengers and crew aboard the 
Scandinavian Star was revised to 
450, but Eldoen said there was no 
firm number. 

Most of the passengers were 


Norwegians taking an early East- 
ern break to Denmark, where 
prices for most goods are cheaper 
than in Norway. 

The Norwegian News Agency 
NTB reported that the ferry’s 
Norwegian captain, Hugo 
Larsen, suspected arson as the 
cause of the blaze. It said fire 
broke out almost simultaneously 
in two different parts of the 
vessel. 

“Many on board didn’t under- 
stand what was going on," a man 
who survived told NRK public 
radio. 

“Many had been drinking and 
we didn’t get any information 
over the loudspeakers before 
they ordered us to the lifeboats." 

“I smelt smoke, so I got up and 
came out," a woman who sur- 
vived said. "There was no orga- 
nised leadership on deck... the 
lifeboats were full of people." she 
said, adding that she had heard 
no fire alarm. 

“The fire aboard the Scandina- 
vian Star is a catastrophe which 
affects the whole nation," Nor- 
way’s conservative Prime Minis- 
ter Jan Syse said in a statement. 

He said it was one of the worst 
disasters in Norwegian waters. 

In Sweden, Lais Kalland, a 
liaison officer with the Gotfaen- 
berg Rescue Centre, said prob- 
ably no one was left alive on the 
ferry. 

He added that a Soviet ship 
helped in the rescue, carrying 44 
survivors to Lysekfl early this 
morning. The Scandinavian Star 
was expected to arrive at the port 
Saturday evening. 



The troops met little resist- 
ance, witnesses said. Militant re- 
sidents who had earlier barri- 
caded out police had gone to 
Kathmandu to demonstrate and 
not returned. 

Nepali Congress sources said 
troops shot dead two curfew- 
breakers and a third person 
watching them from a balcony in 
Patan overnight but there was no 
independent confirmation of this. 

Radio Nepal’s English-lan- 
guage news broadcasts warned 
tourists of the curfew. 

The British High Commission 
said Briton Richard Williams 
died and another Briton, Andrew 
Reid, was injured in Friday's 
firing. Hospital sources said a 

BBC poll 
gives 
another 
blow to 
Thatcher 

LONDON (R) — British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher, 
already embarrassed by a series 
of disastrous public opinion sur- 
veys, suffered another blow when 
a BBC poll showed only 25 per 
cent of Britons were content with 
her leadership. 

British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion (BBC) poll follows this 
week's Gallup survey which con- 
cluded she is the most unpopular 
prime minister for over 50 years. 

The poll, released late Friday, 
came as a member of her con- 
servative government admitted 
the party was panicking about its 
gloomy prospects. 

Arts Minister Richard Luce 
warned Friday the party could 
lose power if it kept on bickering. 
“There is panic in the air," he 
said in a speech. “It is time the 
party pulled itself together.” 

The Conservatives have fallen 
out of favour because of their 
anti-inflation policy of high in- 
terest rates, which hurts home 
owners, and a new tax perceived 
as being hard on the poor. 

Thatcher, in power since 1979 
and now in her third term of 
office, is closely linked with the 
so-called “poll tax” that sparked 
fierce protests across Britain and 
London’s worst rioting in de- 


Dutchman, Diek Boogard, was 
also injured. 

Travd agency sources in New 
Delhi, the main transit point for 
Nepal-bound sightseers, said 
tourist traffic had ground to a halt 
this week as protesters took over 
the Kathmandu Valley towns 
fabled for their Buddhist and 
Hindu tables and palaces. 

Tourism and development aid 
are the only significant foreign 
exchange earners for Nepal, 
where average annual income per 
head is $160. 

The sources said Kathmandu 
airport was effectively dosed on 
Saturday because the curfew had 
kept Nepalese staff away. 



Margaret Thatcher 


cades. 

A Daily Telegraph survey also 
published Friday gave Thatcher a 
24 per cent popularity rating, 
worse than the previous record of 
27 per cent set by Labour leader 
Harold Wilson in 1968. 

Thatcher’s standing is the worst 
recorded since opinion polls be- 
gan here half a century ago. The 
popularity slide has brought open 
debate within the party over 
whether she should step down 
before tiie next general election, 
due by mid 1992. 

The BBC poll carried out for 
the Newsnight television prog- 
ramme gave the opposition 
Labour Party a enmmumdmg lead 
with 53 per cent of voters’ sup- 
port against only 30 per cent for 
the Conservatives. 

Thatcher, Britain's first woman 
leader, is the longest-serving 
prime minister tins century and 
has said she would like to break 
more records. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


16 killed in Karachi violence 

KARACHI (R) — At least 16 people died in Karachi during 
nightlong clashes between political activists which reverberated 
through Pakistan’s biggest city. Hospital sources said Saturday the 
dead included two policemen. At least 25 people were injured 
after fi refights erupted between activists of the ruling Pakistan 
People’s Party (PPF) and the opposition Mohajir Quami 
Movement (MQM). The trouble began Friday after three leaders 
of die PPP’s student organisation were ambushed and wounded as 
they drove through Karachi’s central district, police said. The 
incident sparked clashes throughout the city of eight million 
people which has seen frequent confrontations since the MQM 
pulled out of a coalition with the government in October Both 
the PPP's Karachi President Rashid Rabbani and MQM chief 
Altaf Hussain called late night news conferences Friday to blame 
each other for the upsurge of violence. 

14 dead as ferry capsizes in Burma 

RANGOON, Burma (AP) — At least 14 people, mostly women 
and children, were drowned, and some 150 are feared dead after a 
ferry boat capsized in southern Burma. Burmese radio reported 
Saturday- The official Rangoon Radio said the double-decker 
ferry boat Sein San Pya overturned in gale-force winds Friday 
afternoon with more than 200 people aboard. The ferry was 
making a regular run on the Gyaing River from the town of 
Moulmein eastwards to tiie town of Kyondo in the southern 
province of Tenasserim, the report said. It sank at about 12:30 
p.m. (0530 GMT), the report said. Moulmein is some 160 
kilometres southeast of the capital Rangoon. 


Poland disbands security police 

WARSAW (R) — Poland’s parliament has voted to disband the 
security police responsible for suppressing opposition under the 
country's former Communist rulers, the Polish News Agency 
(PAP) reported Saturday. Hie Sejm (lower house) voted late 
Friday to abolish the feared SB security service and replace it with 
a new office for the protection of the state, PAP said. Deputies 
also voted to disband the Citizens' Militia and create a national 
police force in its place. The Interior Ministry, whose officials 
previously held military ranks, will be converted to a civilian 
ministry and staff pruned from 7,500 to just 1,000. 

U.S. chemical arms must be modernised 

WASHINGTON (USIA) — The United States must modernise 
its chemical weapons, a Defence Department official says, 
because its aging stockpile no longer provides “a credible 
deterrent to chemical adventurism” targeted against U.S. forces 
and those of its allies. Dr. Billy Richaidson, deputy assistant to 
the secretary of defence on chemical matters, told a Senate 
subcommittee on April 5 that the United States remains commit- 
ted to global, comprehensive, multilateral ban on chemical 
weapons. He said, however, that an effective chemical weapons 
(CW) — retaliatory capability must be maintained “during these 
turbulent times before and daring treaty implementation.” We 
need to remain capable of surviving, fighting and retaliating on a 
chemical battlefield until all CW capable states sign a treaty,”' 
Richardson said 

3 mild quakes rattle San Francisco area 
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SAN FRANCISCO (R) — Three mild earthquakes rattled the 
San Francisco Bay area Friday, upsetting goods on tire shelves of 
a few suburban stores but causing no injuries or serious damage, 
officials said. The quakes occurred over a six-hour period and 
were measured at 3-5, 3.8 and 4.5 on the open-ended Richter 
Scale, said a spokesman for tiie U.S. Geological Survey at Menlo 
Park, California. The first was recorded at 1.55 p.m. local time 
(2155 GMT), the second at 3.30 p.m. (2330 GMT) and the third at 
7.39 p.m. (0339 GMT). The Geological Survey said the quakes 
appeared to have occurred on the Concord fault in a hilly area 
about 50 kilometres east of San Francisco. 


Belgian king rules again, 
but from a damaged throne 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — 
Belgian KmgBaudbum’s two-day 
suspension as head of state was 
the second collision in 50 years 
between the monarchy and its 
parliamentary democracy. 

Parliament’s action last. 
Wednesday followed the king’s 
refusal to endorse an abortion 
bill. 

In his absence, the government 
enacted the bin permitting abor- 
tion daring the first 12 weeks of 
pregnancy. Parliament had 
approved the legislation on 
March 29. 

The king was reinstated Thurs- 
day by an overwhelming margin 
in parliament, but the monarchy 
did not emerge unscathed. 

The king, whose powers are 
largely ceremonial, could lose his 
constitutional role of si gning into 
law bills adopted in paxftement, 
the government said. According 
to the c o n s t i tution, bills do not 
have the force of law without the 
59-year-old monarch's signature. 

A devout Roman Catholic, the 
king was suspended at his own 
request after saying he could not 
sign tiie abortion bill. 

“Is it normal that I am the only 
Belgian citizen who must act 
against his conscience?" He 
wrote to the government. “Do all 


have tire freedom of conscience 
except the King?” 

Legal experts and politicians 
said a Belgian king can only be 
removed tf be is physically or 
mentally unable to rule. 

“The king has driven matters 
to snob a point that a normalisa- 
tion of relations (between him 
and parliament) is out of the 
question,” commented the daily. 
De Morgen Friday. 

It called the monarch's stand 
on abortion “an unbearable re- 
primand” for the parliament. 

“When the long refused to sign 
(the Bill), be knew the risks,” 
said the daily De Standard. “By 
choosing for his conscience he 
risked the prestige of the 
monarchy.” 

Although by law be is above 
politics, the monarch takes an 
active interest in public affairs 
and regularly consults his minis- 
ters. 

He has worked hard to recon- 
cile Belgium’s 6 million Dutch 
and 4 million French speakers, 
whose linguistic differences have 
felled dutny governments. 

He ascended the throne in 1951 
with Belgium on the brink of dvfl 
war. 

While the monarch has been 
criticised for putting his conscien- 


ce above bis duty, he is still seen 
as an indispensable force is a 
country divided by language. Few 
here have called for his abdica- 
tion. 

In fact, last week, opinion polls 
found most Belgians sympathis- 
ing with his struggle between 
conscience and doty. 

Ami the parliament vote to 
reinstate tdm was 245-0, with 93 
abstentions. 

Compared to other royal 
houses, Belgium’s is low-key. 
The King leads a very private life 
and newspaper’s don’t publish 
royal gossip. 

Yet last week's events once 
again put the spotlight on a man 
who has known much grief, be- 
ginning with bis mother’s death in 
a car crash when he was five. 

His father. King Leopold HI. 
lost the throne in 1940 for sur- 
rendering to Nazi Germany 
against the government's wish. 

After the war, Leopold and his 
family lived in Geneva, unable to 
return home because of a furious 
debate over his wartime be- 
haviour, induding a secret meet- 
ing with Adolf Hitler and his 
remarriage to a commoner. 

King Leopold returned in 1950 
but quickly abdicated as riots 
erupted across Belgium. 


3 killed in Miami Beach hotel fire 


MIAMI BEACH. Honda (AP) 
— Frantic tenants jumped from 
their windows ot groped through 
smoky hallways as a pre-dawn 
fire destroyed a three-storey re- 
sidential hotel Friday, killing 
three people and injuring 19, 
officials said. 

Fourteen residents were un- 
accounted for hours after the 
three-alarm blaze broke out at 
the Fontana Hotel on Collins 
Avenue north of Miami Beach’s 
trendy art deco district, fire chief 
Branaird Dorris said. But offi- 
cials had no evidence they were 
trapped inside. 

Many of the 100 to 150 resi- 
dents were retirees, some of 
whom had to flee without their 
medications or bearing aids. 

“It’s a terrible fire. I don’t 


know how to describe this when 
you have multiple deaths and you 
have total destruction of a budd- 
ing,” said assistant fire chief John 
Reed. “I can't even think of the 
proper word to describe it.” 

Alfonso Teixeira, a 27-year-old 
Brazilian, was awakened in his 
room by a frightened resident. 

“I saw this guy running in the 
hall, *fire, fire, big, big'.” Teix- 
eira said. 

The hotel had smoke alarms 
but no sprinklers, authorities 
said. Mayor Alex Daoud said the 
intensity of the 3 a.m. fire led 
investigators to suspect arson, but 
detective Jim Hyde said no evi- 
dence of arson had been found m 
the early stages of the investiga- 
tion. 


Tenants reported a water leak, 
raising the possibility of an elec- 
trical short, Dorris said. * 

Dorris said crews had entered 
the building six or eight times by 
early afternoon but about 30 per 
cent of the building had collapsed 
and those areas hadn’t been sear- 
ched for the missing residents. He 
said it might be Saturday or later 
before the worst sections are ex- 
amined. 

Residents said the fire broke 
out near the elevator shaft in the 
front of the Fontana, and Hyde 
said the two bodies were found in 
the lobby area. He put the num- 
ber of people injured at IS. 

“They’re not able to get inside 
yet — It’ll be all gone," police 
Sgi. Jim Scarberry said three 
hours into the fire. 


Support boosted for outsider in 
Peruvian presidential elections 


LIMA (Agencies) — A political 
outsider, Alberto Fujimori, has 
thrown Peru’s presidential cam- 
paign into turmoil with a late 
surge and could give the front- 
runner, novelist Mario Vargas 
Liosa, a dose fight in Sunday’s 
election. 

With heavy backing from fixe 
poor, Fujimori, son of Japanese 
immig rants, has soared in polls 
from nowhere to take second 
place behind Vargas Liosa, so far 
tipped for certain victory. 

Fujimori, a former university 
rector and talk-show host who 
has never before been active in 
politics, has overtaken Vargas 
Llosa’s Socialist rivals in opinion 
polls and looks set to contest a 
second round run-off. 

If no one wins more than 50 per 
cent of Sunday’s poll, the two 
leading candidates go into a run- 
off in May or June. 

“It would not surprise us if we 
had a son of Japanese immigrants 
in the presid en tial palace,” inde- 
pendent pollster Manuel Saaved- 
ra told a news conference. 

Figures issued at the news con- 
ference put Fujimori’s support at 
24.4 per cent from less than one 
per cent a month earlier. 


Vargas Liosa slipped from a 
campaign high of over 50 per cent 
to 35, while Fujimori’s rise 
pushed Luis Alva Castro of the 
ruling Aprista Party into third 
with 17.4 per cent. 

Outgoing President Alan Gar- 
da, why by law many not stand for 
tiie next term, has been trying to 
boost Alva Castro in the hope of 
forging a leftist alliance behind 
him in the run-off. 

The news startled pollsters 
and, apparently, even Fujimori, 
but Saavedra said he did not 
doubt the figures. 

Fujimori, 51, also seemed sur- 
prised by a packed Friday news 
conference. “We only expected 
30 reporters. We had to quickly 
get food and drink for 150,” said 
a startled aide. 

Peru’s Maoist Shining Path 
guerrillas, determined to disrupt 
the elections, blew up power tines 
in the Andean highlands of north- 
western Peru Friday night. 

There were no immediate re- 
ports of casualties. The group has 
Id lied about 60 people in the past 
three weeks and manned dozens 
more. 

"Only armed struggle will 
bring liberation, not electoral 
charades,” a convicted guerrilla 


named Claudia told Renters from 
her cell in Lima’s Quito Grande 
Prison recently. 

Shining Path rebels shot and 
failed three sailors in a series of 
pre-election attacks Friday, author- 
ities said. 

Two sailors were wounded in the 
attack oear the town of Ludana, on 
die Aparimac River in Avacucho 
Department, 435 kflometres south- 
east of Lima, the tnOiuury command 
said. There was no report of rebel 
casualties. 

* Police confirmed Friday that 
two women and one man were 
killed Thursday when at least 20 
guerrillas attacked the village of 
Pongora, near Ayacucbo. 

The guerrillas entered the town 
in mid-afternoon and shot their 
victims in front of other villagers, 
the police said. 

In Cerro de Pasco, 195 
kilometres northeast of Lima, a 
rebel bomb Friday destroyed a 
truck and severely wounded five 
passengers. 

Earlier Friday, a bomb blew 
two holes in a bridge near Cerro 
de Pasco, police said. 

The attack on the power lines 
near Huancayo came one hour 
before a dosk to dawn curfew 
went into effect. 


U.S. may approve supercomputer 
sale to New Delhi with conditions 


WASHINGTON (AP) — After 
months of debate, the United 
States has agreed in prindple to 
sell a supercomputer to India that 
experts warn could be used to 
make nuclear weapons, sources 
say. 

But the export licence for the 
Gray Computer depends on Indi- 
a's wflfingiiiess to adopt measures 
restricting the computer’s use to 
peaceful research and preventing 
the transfer of its data to unau- 
thorised people, one source sakL 

In dian officials are hallcing at 
the conditions, noting that 
another supercomputer bought in 
1987 was only being used to 
forecast monsoons and that India 
had signed a 1984 agreement 
proansng not to tr ansfe r high- 
tech equipment to other coun- 
tries, several sources said. 

The U.S. Commerce Depart- 
ment, as wen as other govern- 
ment agencies involved in 
approving supercomputer ex- 
ports, refused to comment on the 
status of India’s request to buy 
the supercomputer. India’s 
embassy in Washington did not 
respond to repeated requests for 
information. 

The well-placed informants 


who described the new U.S. posi- 
tion on the supercomputer sale to 
India spoke rally on condition of 
anonymity. 

The U.S. government has been 
ambivalent about exporting the 
state-of-the-art computers to 
countries with nuclear capabili- 
ties. 

Decisions about the sale of 
similar computers to Israel and 
Banal have been stalled for as 
long as two years, with the De- 
parment of Energy and the Arms 
Control and Disarmament Agen- 
cy lobbying againS the deals, said 
the source. 

The computer is destined for 
the Institute of Science of Banga- 
lore, winch conducts a biotech- 
nological and other research, ■ 
said In dian officials. 

Gary Mflhoffin, director of tiie 
Wisconsin Project on Nodear 
Arms Control, said the in s ti t u t e 
also studies stress on rocket 
bodies. 

Mflhollin, whose o u tfi t tracks 
the spread of nodear weapons to 
developing countries, said India 
could apply the supercomputer 
data to missile development and 
its Budear weapons programme. 


The Commerce Department 
announced last week it had fined 
a West Geman company $800,000 
for exporting nuclear material to 
India and several other countries. 

In general, President George 
Bush’s government is easing con- 
trols over the export of super- 
computers, partly because of 
growing pressure from manufac- 
turers stung by government 
budget cots mid partly because of 
a relaxation in technology expo rt s 
to formerly C ommuni st govern- 
ments. 

The Commerce Department is 
pruning sod streamlining the lets of 
high-tech hems banned for export 
to Eastern Europe. NATO has 
been pressing the United States 
to speed up the process. 

In addition, the Commerce De- 
partment is redefining winch su- 
percomputers must receive spe- 
cial export licences requiring a 
safeguard plan. Under the prop- 
osed new definition, countries 
buying ■s up erc om puters with a 
capabfliiy of op to 150 megaflops 

— a measure of computing speed 
— would not be required to adopt 
a safeguards {dan. The previous 
Emit was 100 megaflops. • 



Police seize fake 
Dali works 


MADRID (R) — Poliee 
has seized more than 1,000 
fake works attributed to Ste 
late Salvador Dali and said tins 
was only a small part of worl- 
dwide traffic in forged work* 
attributed to the artist. Etchings, 
lithographs, tapestries and cent- 
mics purported to have been pro- 
duced by the surrealist Spang! ) 
master were seized at the premis- 
es of a Barcelona art dealer 
together with crates filled wbb 
fake certificates of aatheatkiiy. 
The works were identified as 
fakes by Robert Descharoe* who 
works for a Netherlands-reg- 
istered company that manages 
copyright of Dali work. “There k 
a huge international traffic in 
phoney Dab works,'* Barcelona 
police spokesman Francisco Cas- 
tro said Experts estimate tire 
annual value or fake Dafi weeks 
sold around the world, mainly in 
the United States and Japan, at 
$600 million, Castro said. The 
seized works could have fetched 
millions of dollars on the market, 
he said. Deschames, a former 
I Dali associate, has been stub- 
bornly chasing sellers of fakes or . 
unauthorised reproductions of 
works by the eccentric Spanish 
master around the world. 

Model work unit 
riddled with thieves 

PEKING (AP) — More than 
one-third of the 292 employees at 
a Chinese transport team that had 
been named a “model work unit” 
hove been charged with stealing, 
and four have been sentenced to 
death, an official newspaper re- 
ported. The Tuesday edition of 
Newspapers Digest, sen m Pck- . 
mg Friday, said 113 workers iirs 
the No. 1 vehicles team of the 
Qingdao city Container Trans- 
portation Company were impli- . 
cated in the theft ring. R said four 
workers were sentenced to death, 
one to fife in prison and 47 to 
other priso n terms. Another 31 ' 
received suspended sentences, 
while the rest were let go, it said. 
Qingdao, a Yellow Sea port city, 
had. selected the transport team 
as a model week unit for many 
years, the report said. It did not 
say what was stolen, but said that 
when judges conducted an on- 
[ the-si'te investigation, no worker 
dared to claim innocence. 

Monkeys served in 
Brussels restaurant 

BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — 
Monkey meat is being sold ille- 
gally in at least two Brussels 
restaurants and one shop, the 
Belgian Animal Protection 
League has said. The league said 
it is taking legal action after 
discovering the sales recently. 
Monkeys are protected by Inter- 
nationa] conventions and t hei r 
trade is submitted to official gov- 
ernment control. The 
Ministry of Agriculture said it 
bad not issued a permit, accord- 
ing to the league. The shop own-- 
er, Mamy Adelu, told the league 
she regularly imports the animals 
from Zaire with all necessary 
authorisations, including the 
signed approval of veterinarians 
in Zaire and Belgium. Her shop 
sells dried and smoked monkey? 
meat for 800 francs a kilog ramme 
(SU a pound). The restaurants, 
located in the capital’s so-called 
Zaire district, serve snake and 
alligator as well as fresh monkey. 
The league said it was unable to 
get cooperation from Belgian cus- 
toms and Sabena Belgian World 
Airlines, which runs a profitable 
line to Zaire. Customs agents at 
Brussels airport said they sus- 
pected illegal food traffic bni 
added, “We have no time to 
check all what is going thro ug h 
here.” Sabena reportedly de- 
cfined.the league’s offer far help 
in tracking down monkey step- 
meots, saying its animal freight 
operations might be impeded. 
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